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NAZI CAMPS
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he Germans established a series of detention facilities to imprison and eliminate "enemies of the state." Most prisoners in the early concentration camps were German Communists, Socialists, Social Democrats, Roma (Gypsies), Jehovah's Witnesses, homosexuals, and persons accused of "asocial" or socially deviant behavior.
After Germany's annexation of Austria in March 1938, the Nazis arrested German and Austrian Jews and imprisoned them in Dachau, Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen, all in Germany. After the Kristallnacht ("Night of Broken Glass") pogroms in November 1938, the Nazis conducted mass arrests of adult male Jews and incarcerated them in camps for brief periods.
SS Death's-Head Units guarded the camps, rivaling each other in cruelty. During World War II, Nazi doctors performed medical experiments on prisoners in some camps. Under the impact of the war the Nazi camp system expanded rapidly. After the German invasion of Poland in September 1939, the Nazis opened labor camps where thousands of prisoners died from exhaustion and starvation.
Following the June 1941 German invasion of the Soviet Union, the Nazis increased the number of prisoner-of-war (ROW) camps. Some of the camps were built at existing concentration camps, such as at Auschwitz, in occupied Poland. The camp at Lublin, later known as Majdanek, was established in the autumn of 1941 as a ROW camp and became a concentration camp in 1943. Thousands of Soviet POWs were shot or gassed there.
To facilitate the "Final Solution" (the genocide of the Jews), the Nazis opened extermination camps in Poland. Chelmno, the first extermination camp, was opened in December 1941. Jews and Roma were gassed in mobile gas vans there. In 1942, the Nazis opened Belzec, Sobibor, and Treblinka to systematically murder the Jews of the Generalgouvernement (the territory in the interior of occupied Poland).
The Nazis constructed gas chambers to increase killing efficiency and to make the process more impersonal for the perpetrators. At Auschwitz, the Birkenau extermination camp had four gas chambers. At the height of the deportations, up to 8,000 Jews were gassed each day.
Jews in Nazi-occupied lands often were first deported to transit camps, such as Westerbork in the Netherlands, or Drancy in France. The transit camps were usually the last stop before arrival in an extermination camp.

Under SS management, the Germans killed more than three million Jews in the extermination camps in occupied Poland.
