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Iroquois Point Elementary School  
Assessment Policy 

 

Philosophy 

At Iroquois Point Elementary School (IPES), we believe that assessments are an 

integral part of teaching and learning.  The assessments identify what students know 

(knowledge), what they understand (concepts), what they are able to do (skills), and 

how they feel (attitudes/action) at all stages of the learning process.  Assessment 

involves gathering information as we analyze student learning, plan for next steps, and 

make revisions to our teaching practices. The teachers and students are actively 

involved in assessing the students’ progress, which include the development of critical 

thinking skills, self-assessment and reflections throughout the learning journey.   

Purpose 

There are two main purposes of assessment:  assessment for learning (formative) and 

assessment of learning (summative). 

The purpose of assessments include: 

- Collecting data that will guide and drive instruction 

- Understanding our students (what they know, able to do, care about, etc) 

- Identifying students’ strengths and area of needs 

- Planning for individualized instruction to meet the diverse needs of our students 

- Tracking learning/achievement progress and growth of all students 

- Evaluating and reflecting on our teaching practices and student inquiry 

Assessment Practices 

The following criteria for effective assessment practices are applicable to both formative 

and summative assessments. 

Students will: 

- Demonstrate and share their learning and understanding with others 

- Set goals for reaching expectations 

- Use their own learning strategies and build on their own strengths 

- Expand on multiple intelligences to enhance their understanding 

- Know and understand in advance the criteria for producing quality 

product/performance 

- Build confidence in their work and themselves 

- Express their points of view and understanding 

- Understand their learning and how to improve 

- Use their prior knowledge and build on to guide the inquiry process 
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Teacher will: 

- Create instructional plans to guide inquiry 

- Develop criteria for producing quality products/performances 

- Plan based on student and teacher inquiries (understand feedback from 

students) 

- Collaboratively review and reflect on student performances and progress (clearly 

define student needs) 

- Define expectations and outcomes for students and teacher- led inquiry 

- Adapt for learning styles and multiple intelligences 

- Acquire data that can be used to inform students, teachers, grade levels, school, 

and community 

- Collect both quantitative and qualitative data 

- Prepare for future inquiries and student questions 

Parents will: 

- Develop an understanding of their child’s learning and progress 

- Provide opportunities to support their child’s learning outside of school 

- Celebrate their child’s learning and accomplishments 

 

Recording and Reporting Assessments 

Conferences: 

- Parent-Teacher Conference 

One parent-teacher conference is held in the fall.  This conference provides an 

opportunity to address goals, student strengths, areas of need, and concerns for 

the year. 

- Teacher-Student Conferences 

Teacher-student conferences are systematic and held throughout the school 

year.  Teacher-Student conferences can be formal or informal and are a 

necessary part of student achievement.  Formal conferences are usually planned 

and held when needed.  Informal conferences are a part of everyday teaching 

and learning.  

Portfolios: 

- Student learning portfolios are created to identify student growth and to highlight 

their learning journey. The portfolio is to provide data to students, parents, and 

teachers on student progress for individual reflection, parent-teacher interviews, 

teacher reflection, and data collection. 

- The portfolio will include the following for each unit of inquiry: 

o Summative assessment with rubric 

o End of unit reflection (to include what the student learned/did and the 2 

learner profile attributes addressed in the unit) 



 

IPES Assessment Policy                                                                                                            Revised SY 2014-2015 
 

o Highlighted student work 

- Portfolios will be kept with the classroom teachers and passed along each year 

to the next teacher.  The portfolio ultimately belongs to the student and will be a 

record they can take with them when they leave Iroquois Point Elementary 

School. 

Exhibition 

In the final year of the PYP, grade 6 students engage in a culminating inquiry 

experience, the PYP exhibition.  The exhibition reflects all the essential features of the 

PYP. 

- The PYP states, “The exhibition represents a significant event in the life of a PYP 

school and student, synthesizing the essential elements of the PYP, and sharing 

them with the whole school community.  It is an opportunity for students to exhibit 

the attributes of the learner profile that have been developing throughout their 

engagement with the PYP.” (International Baccalaureate Organization 2007) 

The purpose of exhibition are as follows.  Students will: 

- Engage in an in-depth, collaborative inquiry 

- Have an opportunity to demonstrate independence and responsibility for their 

own learning 

- Be able to synthesize and apply their learning as they reflect on their previous 

years involved in the PYP 

- Take action as a result of their learning 

- Celebrate learning with parents, teachers/staff, and members of the community 

and others in a collaborative experience that incorporates the essential elements 

of the PYP (knowledge, concepts, skills, attitudes, action) 

School-Wide Assessments 

- IPES is in its first year (2014-2015) of implementing four new ELA and Math 

programs.  Within the programs, there are unit/module assessments, including 

formative and summative assessments.   

 

- Grade level teams have also created common assessments, using the Reeves 

Data Team Approach.  These assessments inform targeted grouping of students 

for intervention/strategic teaching, as they work towards the progression and 

achievement of the grade level benchmarks/standards. 

 

- i-Ready diagnostic assessments in Reading and Math, grades K-6. 

English Language Arts Math 

Grade K-5:  Wonders (McGraw-Hill) 
Grade 6:  Springboard (College Board) 

Grades K-5:  Stepping Stones (Origo) 
Grade 6:  GO Math! (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt) 
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State-mandated Assessments 

Each year, standards-based assessments in English Language Arts (ELA) and 

Mathematics are administered to all students in grades 3 – 6.  Students in grade 4 are 

also assessed in Science. 

- Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBAC) - ELA and Mathematics 

- Hawaii State Assessment (HSA) – Science in grade 4 only 

- Hawaii State Alternate Assessment (HSAA) – Alternate assessment for students 

with significant cognitive disabilities  


