Malapropisms in Act 3 & 4
Directions: A malapropism is a word used incorrectly that sounds similar to the correct one.  For example, when children first learn the Pledge of Allegiance, they sometimes say “one nation… invisible” instead of “indivisible.”  In Act 3, scenes 3 and 5, and in Act 4, Dogberry, Verges, and the watch continually misuse words.  Some of these words are listed below.  

Locate the following malapropisms and give the context in which the character uses it.  Then give the word he most likely intended to say.

	Malapropism
In Act III
	Context
	Intended word

	1. “allegiance”
	
	

	2. “aspitious”
	
	

	3. “comprehended”
	
	

	4. “desartless”
	
	

	5. “examination”
	
	

	6. “excommunication”
	
	

	7. “lechery”
	
	

	8. “odorous”
	
	

	9. “senseless”
	
	

	10. “suffigance”
	
	

	11. “tedious”
	
	

	12. “vigitant”
	
	

	Malapropism
In Act IV
	Context
	Intended word

	13. “burglary”
	
	

	14. “dissembly”
	
	

	15. “exhibition”
	
	

	16. “naughty”
	
	

	17. “perjury”
	
	

	18. “piety”
	
	

	19. “redemption”
	
	

	20. “suspect”
	
	


Written response: How do these malapropisms help characterize the police force of Messina?
