Westerberg, English 5-6 H

Discussion Questions: Chapters 6-10
1. Why did Hester name her daughter “Pearl?”  What does the narrator claim is the significance of that name?  Provide evidence.  (ch. 6, Comprehension)

2. What reason(s) does the narrator give for Pearl’s perverse disposition?  Provide evidence.  (ch. 6, Comprehension)

3. How does Hester’s method of child rearing differ from what was standard during the time?  Provide evidence.  (ch. 6, Comprehension)

4. What is significant about Pearl’s comment that she was plucked from the rosebush in front of the prison? (ch. 8, Analysis)

5. How does the physical description of Dimmesdale and Chillingworth indicate the state of their inner, emotional life? Provide evidence of the change and analyze its connection to their spiritual being (ch. 9, Analysis)

6.  How does Chillingworth proceed to attempt to cure Dimmesdale?  What does he ultimately suggest might cure his illness?  What does Chillingworth discover in respect to his patient at the end of the tenth chapter? (ch 10, Comprehension)
7.  What do you think is wrong with Dimmesdale?  Cite two reasons for your speculation.  (ch. 10, Analysis)

