Study Guide: The Age of Jackson
This study guide is to help guide you through studying, and is NOT a homework assignment.  Best of luck studying and feel free to email me with any questions or concerns.  The test will be on Wednesday for 3rd period and Thursday for 5th period.

1. What issues came to the forefront of American politics in the 1820’s and 1830’s?

2. How did John Quincy Adams ascend to the presidency over Andrew Jackson in the election of 1824?  What role did Henry Clay play as Speaker of the House?

3. How effective was the presidency of John Quincy Adams?  Why?  To what degree did Adams’s personality affect his presidency?

4. What was Andrew Jackson’s political philosophy?  Would he be considered a Hamiltonian or a Jeffersonian?

5. What group rose to national prominence through the election of Jackson?

6. What was the purpose of Jackson’s spoils system? What were the negatives?

7. What were the regional differences that began to fracture the union between North and South?

8. How were the Northern and Southern societies shaped by the first settlers of the 17th and 18th centuries?

9. How did the North and South each feel about tariff policies?  Why?

10. What is nullification?  Which founding father most loudly argued for it?

11. Who was the main proponent of “nullification” in the 19th century?  

12. How was the nullification crisis of 1828-1832 settled?  Who brokered an agreement between the federal government and Southern states?

13. In what ways did the Cherokee attempt to assimilate into white society?

14. Why did whites want the natives out of the Southeastern United States?  

15. What were Jackson’s views regarding Native Americans in the Southeast?

16. What were the positive aspects of the Bank of the United States?

a. Think back to the first time I diagrammed it for you.

17. Why did Jackson dislike the National Bank (there are several reasons)?

18. Why did Jackson attempt to weaken the Bank after 1832?

19. Why was the Whig party founded?  What three Senators played a dominant role in Whig politics?

20. Who was Daniel Webster?  Where was he from and for what did he argue?

21. What was the significance of the Supreme Court’s decision in McCulloch v. Maryland?

a. Who was Chief Justice of the court?

22. What is the significance of the Anti-Masonic Party?  What innovation did they bring to electoral politics in America?

23. What was the Whig plan to defeat Martin Van Buren in the election of 1836?

24. What caused the Panic of 1837?  To what degree was Van Buren at fault?

25. How was life on the frontier for the overwhelming majority of American families?

26. How were demographics (birth rates, immigration levels, etc.) rapidly changing throughout the United States in the first half of the 19th century?

27. What were the effects of rapid urban migration in the 19th century?

28. Which immigrants began to flock to the United States in the 1840’s and 1850’s?  What caused this massive wave of immigration?

29. Where did the Irish settle upon moving to America?

30. Who was the father of the American factory system?

31. What was the basis of modern mass production?

32. What role did canals play in the economic development of the United States in the 19th century?

33. How did the 2nd Great Awakening impact ideas about salvation?

34. What was the significance of Noah Webster’s dictionary?

35. What is Unitarianism?

36. How did treatment of American women differ from European treatment?

37. What was the Oneida Community?  Why did it fall apart?

38. Which major Utopian communities developed throughout the United States in the early and middle 1800’s?

Possible Essay Questions: 

1. What major events shaped the presidency of Andrew Jackson?  What was Jackson’s political philosophy?  How did his personality shape his presidency?

2. Describe the impact of the 2nd Great Awakening in American society.  How did views on religion change, and what were the major results of this religious revival?

