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English 9

Of Mice and Men
Chapter One—Notes and Significant Passages
Review
In chapter one, where are the men?

In chapter one, here are they going?

Significant Passages

1. “’If you don’ want me I can go off in the hills an’ find a cave. I can go away any time’” (12).

What is the context of this passage?

context: To whom is the speaker speaking? Where? Who else is listening? What has just happened in the story or will soon happen?
2. You can jus’ as well go to hell,’ said George. ‘Shut up now’” (16).
What is the context of this passage?

context: To whom is the speaker speaking? Where? Who else is listening? What has just happened in the story or will soon happen?
3. “’Hide in the brush,’ said Lennie slowly” (15).
“Slowly” is the key word. What does this adverb reveal?
4. “’I’d pet ‘em, and pretty soon they bit my fingers and I pinched their heads a little and they was dead—because they was so little’” (10).


Why is this passage significant?
Hint: What do Lennie’s words reveal about how he thinks?
Reflection: “’Jus’ wanted to feel that girls dress—jus’ wanted to pet it like it was a mouse--
                          Well how the hell did she know you jus’ wanted to feel her dress?’” (11).
This statement suggests why George always seems so mad. Explain.
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