VIEWING GUIDE FOR GANDHI

January 30, 1948. One of the major questions this movie answers is who killed Gandhi and why. Please make note of the face of Gandhi’s assassin. He will reappear toward the end of the movie in contexts that make clear his religious affiliation and his reasons for killing Gandhi. 

South Africa, 1893
Gandhi arrives to become the first “colored” attorney in South Africa. 

1. Why was he thrown off the train?
Kafir/sammy/coolie
2. How did the Indians get to South Africa? 

3.  What work did they do there? 

4. How are they treated? 

5. What are the pass laws? 

6. Why are they so objectionable?

7. Why does Gandhi think they must be fought?

8. How does he propose fighting them?

9. What does he expect the results of nonviolent action to be?


General Jan Smuts, Colonial Secretary of the South African government
10. How does Gandhi justify disobeying the laws (civil disobedience)?


ashram
11. Why does Gandhi clean the toilets?

12. Why does his wife refuse?


Large meeting
13. What are the provisions of the new, revised pass law?

14. Why is the new law objectionable?

15. How and why does Gandhi propose to respond to the new law?

16. Why do they close by singing “God Save the King”?


Demonstration with miners 
17. What is the demonstration protesting?

Scene in church
18. According to the minister, what new question do the demonstrations raise?

19. How does his congregation respond?

Gandhi in prison, meets with Smuts
20. What is Smuts’ proposal?

21. What is Gandhi’s reply?


Bombay, 1915
22. How is Gandhi dressed? Why?

23. What does he think about Indian participation in World War I?

Nehru- Mohamed Ali Jinnah, leader of the Muslim League
24. How had Gandhi planned to support himself in India? 

25. How does the conversation with Professor Gokhale change his plans?

26. Why does he take a train tour of India?

27. What do both the Congress Party and the Muslim League take as their primary goal following World War I? 


Gandhi’s Speech at Congress Party Convention
28. Why does Gandhi say that what they say here will mean nothing to the masses?

29. What does Gandhi say must happen before they can challenge the British as one nation? 


In the Ashram
30. According to Gandhi, who decides how India lives?

31. According to Gandhi, what are the alternative ways of responding to injustice? 


With the indigo growers in Champaran, Bihar (1917)
32. What is the problem between the indigo growers and their landlords?

33. What does Gandhi organize the students Nehru sends him to do?

34. On what charges is Gandhi tried, and what is the result of his trial? 


Lieutenant Governor’s Residence some months later
35. What had been the landlords’ abuses?

36. What is the settlement between the landlords and the indigo growers? 


Jinnah’s residence (1919)
37. What were the provisions of the anti-sedition legislation?

38. How does Gandhi respond to his strategy being called “passive resistance”?

39. What response to the anti-sedition legislation do they finally adopt?

40. What does “mahatma” mean? 

41. How effective is the “day of prayer and fasting”?


Nehru visits Gandhi in jail
42. What is Gandhi’s response to Nehru’s report that riots have not stopped since Gandhi was arrested? 


Amritsar (Punjab) Massacre-Brigadier General Reginald Dyer
The Hunter Commission (four British and three Indians) investigates 
43. How was General Dyer prepared to help the people who were shot?


Meeting between Gandhi and British government
44. What reasons does the British government give for staying in control of India?

45. How does Gandhi plan to get the British to “just walk out” of India? 


Gandhi’s wife speaks
46. Why are millions out of work and what does she propose to do about it?

47. What is Gandhi’s program for achieving independence? 

48. Why does Gandhi call off the campaign of noncooperation? 

49. How does he plan to get the people to stop the campaign? 

50. What does Gandhi tell Miss Slade (Mirabehn) he thinks about, whenever he is in despair?

Gandhi arrested for sedition
51.How does Gandhi reply to the charges? 

Porbandar State some years later (1930)
52. What are the laws concerning the making of salt?

53. What does control of salt symbolize?

54. How does Gandhi describe the strategy of civil resistance? What are its goals? 

Dharasana Salt Works 

Gandhi at Viceroy’s Palace 

Roundtable Conference on Indian Independence (1931) 
55.What is the primary issue at the conference? 

56. What is Gandhi’s attitude toward World War II? (1939)

57. Why is he arrested? (1942) 

With Life magazine photographer (Margaret Bourke-White) in prison
58. What is Jinnah’s concern about Indian independence? 

59. How had Jinnah strengthened his position with the British?

60. What is the worst form of violence? How does Gandhi propose to fight it?

61. What does Mrs. Gandhi say are the two kinds of slavery in India?

62. What does Mrs. Gandhi say is the way to God? What part of that way to God did Gandhi have difficulty following? 

Arrival of Lord Mountbatten (1947) 
63. What does Jinnah propose? 

Meeting with Jinnah
64. What does Gandhi propose?

65. How does Jinnah see Gandhi’s choice?
* Note, three flagpoles but only two flags 

India-Pakistan Border - August 1947 
66. Why is it important to stop the riots in Calcutta? 

Calcutta 
67. What does Gandhi do to try to stop the riots?

68. Why is Gandhi ready to die?

69. What does Gandhi want before he stops his fast?

70. What is “the way out of hell” that Gandhi suggests to the Hindu who had killed a Muslim baby? 

Birla’s house and garden (January 30, 1948)
71.  According to Gandhi, where are the devils, where should the war be waged?

72. According to Miss Slade/Mirabehn, why is Gandhi sad?

73. Why was Gandhi killed?
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