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English 3-4 CP: Beowulf Study Guide Questions

Please answer on a separate sheet of paper and attach this sheet when you turn in. 

Chapters 35 (continued) and 36-43

1. Has Beowulf grown any more humble with age? Support your response by quoting directly from the text:

2. What does Beowulf resolve in preparing for this battle?

3. Lines 2558-2570 make much use of the caesura. Explain how it is effective in these lines. How do these metrical breaks reinforce the action being described?

4. What does Beowulf experience for the first time in this battle?

5. Find some kennings for Beowulf and for the dragon:

6. How is the dragon characterized? In what notable way is he different from Grendel?

7. In what way do we see the reciprocal relationship between king and thane broken in this battle?

8. Who is Wiglaf? How is his speech an articulation of the “heroic code” (the code the warriors live by)? What does it suggest about Beowulf’s choice to fight the dragon?

9. How does Beowulf die? Explain the metaphor in lines 2724-2726:

10. What, if anything, is particularly tragic about Beowulf’s death?

11. How does a Germanic king measure success? What is a well-lived life according to the Germanic tribal warrior?

12. What is Beowulf’s dying wish? Why does he wish this? 

13. What is the role of gold and treasure throughout the poem? Does its value change in this passage? How is it contrasted to human life?

14. What are the hero’s funeral requests? What does Beowulf bequeath Wiglaf? Is Beowulf the only thing dying?

15. Describe the funeral. How is Beowulf eulogized?
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