AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

	The Metamorphosis
by Franz Kafka
After reading Kafka’s The Metamorphosis, respond to any 6 of the following questions: 
1. The Metamorphosis is narrated in which point of view? Why did Kafka choose this point of view?  How, where, and why does the point of view in the story change?  (Cite specific instances).
2. Characterize Gregor's family, what each does, a little about each person's attitudes, and the relationships they have with each other. 

3. How does Gregor’s family respond to the fact that Gregor is no longer able to work?  Is the change ultimately good or bad? 

4. Gregor seems to fight against himself as a bug and continues to behave as he would have behaved as a human being until we read: "Gregor immediately fell down with a little cry onto his numerous little legs.  This had hardly happened when for the first time that morning, he had a feeling of physical well being“ (Diyanni 401).  Respond to this change in him and his change in thinking. 

5. Describe how Gregor is alienated from his family.  What images or passages help you feel his isolation? (Select specific quotes and add commentary).
6. What repulses you or bothers you most about Gregor's situation? 

7. How does Grete’s attitude toward Gregor change as the story progresses?  Are these changes for the good or not? 

8. Contrast the family's circumstances at the end of the story with them at the beginning of the story and account for the difference.  What has the family learned to do by the end of the story? Be specific. 

9. What other types of metamorphosis are there in the story besides the one that Gregor experiences?  Which particular episodes show this metamorphosis? 
10. How does the meaning of the picture of the woman in furs change over the course of the story?
11. This is a pretty grim story in many ways, yet it does contain humor in parts.  What parts of the story are humorous? (Cite specific instances)


