Westerberg, English 5-6

THE NOTORIOUS JUMPING FROG OF CALAVERAS COUNTY

Study Questions

In literature, HUMOR refers to writing intended to evoke laughter.  To accomplish this purpose, western humorists made extensive use of exaggeration and regional dialects in their writing.  For example, in “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” Simon Wheeler exaggerates when describing the frog’s talents.  He describes the frog as if it were intelligent and thoughtful, commenting, “You never see a frog so modest and straightforward as he was, for he was so gifted.”

1. (a) Find one more example of exaggeration in the story.  (b) Explain the humor behind this example.

2. (a) How does Simon Wheeler’s use of dialect help make him an amusing and entertaining character?  (b) Why would the story be less effective if Wheeler spoke in standard English?

3. In “How to Tell a Story,” Mark Twain wrote, “The humorous story may be spun out to great length, and may wander around as much as it pleases, and arrive nowhere in particular...”  Explain how this technique is evident in this tale.

4. Twain continued, “The humorous story is told gravely; the teller does his best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects there is anything funny about it.”  Explain how this technique is evident in this tale.
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