8th Grade Language Arts ● 2011-2012 MMS
Mrs. Choi

Room: C-6 • Phone: 831-7850 • Email: Kristi_choi@notes.k12.hi.us 
Course Description

The purpose of 7th grade English is to deepen understanding and appreciation of all types of literature through reading, writing, and inquiry.  In this course, we will use reading strategies to gain deeper insights into the literature we read, and then complete various types of writing assignments, projects, and presentations to further that understanding.  We will discover the beauty of the English language through the study of grammar and vocabulary, and will polish our writing skills by using the entire writing process (prewriting, rough draft, revision, and publishing).  As for me, Mrs. Choi, I love books and I love learning, so I look forward to an incredible year with you! 
School Website

Assignments will be given in class and will also be posted on the school's website, moanaluamiddle.org, so that parents and students will have access to them.  In addition, the school website is a useful resource for information about other events happening at Moanalua Middle School.

What We Will Do Each Day
a. We will do either a warm-up or journaling for the first 5-10 minutes.

b. We will parse one sentence to understand its grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

c. We will read orally from a fiction or non-fiction narrative for 10-15 minutes.
d. Other various English activities (such as Writing Workshop, or working with our English textbook) will take the remainder of the class period.

Why We Do It

a. Journal writing promotes language fluency and correctness, stimulates thought, and enhances imagination.

b. Parsing sentences creates discipline in thinking, writing, and speaking.

c. Reading and sharing an ongoing narrative exposes students to the rich variety of ideas, language, and imagination available through literature.
Class Expectations

· Be respectful.  To create a safe and comfortable class where learning can take place, we need to respect each other and our classroom environment.  This includes saying and doing nothing to distract yourself or others from staying on task. 
· Be prepared.  Bring required materials to class every day, i.e. your binder, paper, a pen or pencil, and reading book.  (Oh, and any homework that’s due, too. () A GREEN PEN and TAPE are also required.  Flash drive (optional, but highly recommended)

· Be responsible.  Now is the chance for you to master the skills that will enable you to become successful in high school, college, and adulthood.  Please take advantage of this great opportunity by going above and beyond what is expected of you and by accepting the consequences of your actions. 
Policies

· TARDIES:  Please be in your assigned seat by the time the bell stops ringing.  Independently begin any warm-up that is up on the SmartBoard immediately following.  If you are not in your assigned seat by the time the bell stops ringing, you will be marked tardy.   
· HALL PASSES:  Hall passes, signed by Mrs. Choi, must be used to leave the class for any reason.  (Please do not ask me to sign a hall pass if I am in front of the room teaching.)  
Grades

Grades for assignments will be posted on Jupitergrades.com.  Students and parents will need to register for access, unless you already have an account.  You will use your same login and password from 7th grade.  Instructions will be sent home with new students.  If you need help registering or logging in, email or call me for assistance.  Please use this site to periodically check whether your child has any missing assignments, tests, or projects.  However please understand that teachers do not update Jupitergrades daily, but rather weekly or bi-weekly.
