The Declaration of the Rights of Man,

agents of the King.

| The Natienal Assembly passed a law on 4™ August 1789 which abolished all feudal privilsgss and unjust
taxation, Thers wers to be no mers church tithes, no feudal dues and ne more privats companiss keeping
part of the taxation. Between the 12 — 26 August, the Assembly issued the 'Declaration of the Rights of
Mari' (see source D) Howewer, thera was nothing in the declaration about the rights of women, the position
of slaves in France and the French Empire (some people, such as left winger, Robespierre campaigned for
the abolition of slavery but were rejected by the Assembiy) There was also nothing in the declaration
about who would impose theses new laws. {Teday, we have the United Mations or the European Court) By
Septamber 1789, the Assembly, with the King's approval appointed new middie class officials, elected by
the peopls, to take charge of local government. They were calied intendants, and they rapiacad the formar
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The New Constitution 1739 —

79,

Ower the next two years, the members of the Thras Estatss, as the
Assembly worked together to hammer out a new comstifution for
France. [see source E) The main features of this Mew Constitution

WETE.

The Assembly was to be elected every two years, by men who
paid a certain level of taxation. Abeut two thirds of the male
population gained the wots, they were called "active citizens'.

The King was to be called "King. of French', not "King of

France’.

The King could delay the passing of a law for three years.

83 new departments were created te become centres for local

DOVEFTITENT.

Judges, deputies {WIPs), tax-collectors and priests were to be

elected by "active citizans.

A new taxation systam, based en income, and a new currancy,

the assignat, was creatad.

Church lands were natienalized. Income from their sale would

pay oif gevernment debt.

The Church tax (tithe) was abolished.

Marriages previously, they enly took place in a church) had to

be celebrated as civil ceremonies in front of state officials.
+ Diverce was introduced

Priests had to take an eath of loyalty to the state; some saw

sourcz € A Cartoon published in ]
1789 The members of the threa =
estates working teqether to hammer
1 & naw constitution for France
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Source D. THE DECLARATION OF THE
RIGHTS OF MAN [extract)

Men are dorn equal and remain free and
sgual in rights which are liberty, property,
security and resistance to oppression. Liberty
is being able to-do wh'n*mrer does nat harm
OLhers.

The law s]'wuld express the will of
the people. All citizens hawve a right to taks
part  persanally, or  through  their
representatives, in the making of the law.
Ewvery citizen can talk, write and publish
freely, unless the libarty is abused in a way
which breaks the law.
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