I. Introduction

· State what the research question is.

· Give an overview of what the different sources say about the question.

II. First source

· Give a quick summary of the source (a sentence or a few at most)

· State how it answers the question

· If it does not answer the question directly, explain what ideas or information it provides that contributes to an answer.

· Critique the source:

· Evidence: Is it sufficient, relevant and representative?

· Reasoning: Are the assumptions valid? Do the conclusions add up?

This should be very brief—you only have room for a couple of sentences on each point.

You don’t have to do it in this order. For example, you might start with the summary, do the critique and then say how it relates to your question.

III. Second source

· Give a quick summary of the source (a sentence or a few at most)

· State how it answers the question

· If it does not answer the question directly, explain what ideas or information it provides that contributes to an answer.

· Critique the source:

· Evidence: Is it sufficient, relevant and representative?

· Reasoning: Are the assumptions valid? Do the conclusions add up?

This should be very brief—you only have room for a couple of sentences on each point.

You don’t have to do it in this order. For example, you might start with the summary, do the critique and then say how it relates to your question.

IV. Third source

· Give a quick summary of the source (a sentence or a few at most)

· State how it answers the question

· If it does not answer the question directly, explain what ideas or information it provides that contributes to an answer.

· Critique the source:

· Evidence: Is it sufficient, relevant and representative?

· Reasoning: Are the assumptions valid? Do the conclusions add up?

This should be very brief—you only have room for a couple of sentences on each point.

You don’t have to do it in this order. For example, you might start with the summary, do the critique and then say how it relates to your question.

IX. Conclusion

· Sum up again how the different sources answer the research question.

· State your answer to the research question.

· This will be the thesis of your argument. Think of this part of the conclusion as a summary of your argument, like the summaries of all your sources.

