Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare

Act IV, scenes i-ii

Hero’s Wedding Day! 
Friends and family attacking and defending her...

Are appearances all that matter, if you are a woman?

“There Leonato, take her back again. 

Give not this rotten orange to your friend.

She’s but the sign and semblance of her honor” (IV.i).

1. You probably know the verb, “to resemble;” what do you think it means when Claudio says that Hero is just a “semblance of her honor?”



2. Why does Claudio call Hero a “rotten orange”?





3. When Claudio says to Leonato, “take her back again,” is he treating Hero like an object? Explain your answer.

“O Fate, take not away thy heavy hand!

Death is the fairest cover for her shame

That may be wished for” (IV.i).

1. Who speaks these lines?

2. Why are these words shocking?

3. What does the speaker mean that “death is the fairest (best) cover for shame”?
“...why she, O she, is fall’n

Into a pit of ink, that the wide sea

Hath drops too few to wash her clean again,

And salt too little which may season give

To her foul tainted flesh!” (IV.i).

1. Leonato says that Hero is so marked or stained by her shameful behavior that what?




2. Leonato also says that Hero’s body is like “foul tainted flesh.” What does this description imply?
“By noting of the lady. I have marked

A thousand blushing apparitions

To start into her face, a thousand innocent shames

In angel whiteness beat away those blushes,

And in her eye there hath appeared a fire

To burn the errors that these prince hold

Against her maiden truth” (IV.i).

1. What does it mean to be a maid or a maiden?


2. Describe what is happening to Hero’s face as she listens to Claudio’s outrageous accusations and her own father’s bitter words?
First she…then she…finally she….
“For it so falls out

That what we have we prize not to the worth

Whiles we enjoy it, but being lacked and lost,

Why then we rack the value, then we find

The virtue that possession would not show us

Whiles it was ours” (IV.i).

1. The Friar makes an interesting argument about how something is valued.

When a person has something, then the person….

When a person loses something, then the person realizes….
“O, that I were a man! What, bear her in hand until they come to take hands, and then, with public accusation, uncovered slander, unmitigated rancor--O God, that I were a man! I would eat his heart in the marketplace” (IV.i)

1. Why does Beatrice wish to be a man?

2. Why is it significant that she would get her revenge in the marketplace?

3. What does Beatrice’s desire to be a man reveal about Beatrice? Does she feel satisfied with the society in which she lives?
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