
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT (P)
DP, SB, SM
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: U.S. History or AP U. S. History

A college prep one semester course, American 
Government is designed to teach students the 
structure and function of all levels of our government--
federal, state and local. Students will learn how they 
can affect the government and how it affects them. 
They will have the opportunity to learn of their civic 
role and responsibilities in the structure of local, state 
and national governments.

ART HISTORY (AP) 
ART 103, 104 (SBCC Dual Enrollment)
SB
Grades: 9-12
Art history cuts across several disciplines: It 
incorporates the political, social, economic, religious, 
and intellectual contexts in which art-making has 
always taken place. It demonstrates how these forces 
coalesce in unique and powerful cultural statements.  
AP Art History will offer to students of foreign 
languages an opportunity to focus on cultural milieus 
from which the French, German, Spanish, and Latin 
languages have emerged. The course is also of 
special value to students of the studio arts, with 
sensitivity to the relationship of form and meaning of 
art. Students may also take this course for dual-
enrollment credit at SBCC.

BLACK STUDIES 1, 2 (P)
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 9-12
Black Studies is a historical survey of the African-
American in U.S. history, from his African 
descendancy to the present; with special emphasis on 
contributions, institutions, movements, trends, and 
problems relevant to the African-American community. 
Inquiry will focus on all aspects of the African 
American experience: social, political, economic, 
intellectual and artistic.

CHICANO STUDIES 1, 2 (P)
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 9-12
This survey of Chicano culture and its Indian/Mexican 
roots studies the major developments in history, 
politics, literature, art, music, language and folklore of 
Mexico and the West/Southwest, encompassing the 
pre-Columbian period to present day. Special 
emphasis is placed on events, contributions and 
concepts that have forged the Chicano culture. This 
course is offered as a dual enrollment course at Santa 
Barbara HS only.

EUROPEAN HISTORY (AP)
SB, SM
Grades: 11-12
The Advanced Placement European History course is 
for 12th graders and is designed to prepare students 
for the Advanced Placement exam in European 
History. In addition to chronological coverage of 
European history, emphasis is given to conceptual and 
interpretive understanding. Students are expected to 
develop a breadth of historical knowledge about 
European History from 1450 to the present. In 
addition student will develop the ability to express 
what they have learned through textbook, 
bibliographical assignments and extensive essay 
writing.

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: U.S. (AP)
DP, SB, SM
Grade: 12                                                          
Prerequisite: U.S. History or AP U.S. History and consent 
of instructor

This one semester course is designed to give students 
a critical perspective on government and politics in the 
United States. It involves both the study of general 
concepts used to interpret American politics and the 
analysis of specific case studies. It also requires 
familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, 
and ideas that make up American politics.

Social  Science
The social studies curriculum is designed to provide each student with the knowledge and skills necessary to meet 
the needs of a contemporary society. Information about the past and its relation to the present is essential if the 
individual today is to understand the nature and direction of society. Moreover, the problem-solving and decision-
making activities that dominate society and the individual’s life require that the student develop a wide range of critical 
thinking skills. The courses provided by the social studies department are structured to meet these objectives.
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INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS (P)
DP, SB, SM
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: U.S. History or AP U. S. History

A college prep one semester course, Introduction to 
Economics is designed to help students identify, 
analyze and understand the major ideas and problems  
involved in the study and practice of economics. An 
analytical and problem-solving approach is used, with 
mathematics largely confined to geometric models, 
bar graphs, and schedule analysis. Relevant historical 
and current events are used as case studies to 
illustrate real world application of economic theories. 
The course offers the student the opportunity to study 
the distinction between the theories economists have 
developed and application of those theories to solving 
real economic problems.

LAW AND SOCIETY (P)"
SB, SM
Grades: 9-12
This course is designed to expose the student to the 
American legal system through an interdisciplinary 
historical, philosophical, and sociological approach, 
employing outside speakers, group discussions, 
group interaction, trial simulations, and films.

MACRO/MICRO ECONOMICS (AP)
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 11-12
Prerequisite: Pre-calculus or Consent of the instructor.
Note: Economics 101/102 equals three SBCC units each

AP Economics is a one-year course designed to 
prepare students for the annual Advanced Placement 
examination in macroeconomics and 
microeconomics. The semester on macroeconomics 
gives students a thorough understanding of the 
principles of economics that apply to an economics 
system as a whole, while the semester on 
microeconomics deals with those that apply to the 
functions of individual decision makers, both 
consumers and producers, within the larger economic 
system.

POLITICAL SCIENCE 101 
(SBCC Dual Enrollment)
SB
Grades: 10-12
This course utilizes the curriculum of a freshman year 
survey course in U.S. government. Students will study 
the principles, institutions and processes of the 
national, state and local levels of government on the 
United States, including topics such as the 
Constitution, federalism, the powers and interactions 
of the three branches, political ideology, parties and 
interest groups, the court system, civil liberties and 
civil rights. Students will develop increased skills of 
analysis, synthesis and communication. Meets the 
government requirement.

SOCIAL DIALOGUES (P)
DP, SB
Grades: 9-12
Note: UC Approved “g” for 5 units only
Prerequisite: Students will need to receive parent 
permission to take the class because of adult themes and 
controversial subject matter. Clips from R-rated films will 
also be shown.

This class will examine race, class, and gender issues 
in the U.S. Students will trace the historical roots of 
racism, prejudice, classism, sexism and homophobia. 
Through debate and discussion, students will 
understand how history has led to a hierarchy of race, 
class, and gender in the U.S. Also, students will 
examine how different races are portrayed in mass 
media. Students will analyze news programming, 
literature, music, television, and film.

UNITED STATES HISTORY 1, 2 (P)
DP, SB, SM
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: World History or AP World History

This course begins with a review of U.S. History from 
colonial times through the end of the 19th century and 
continues with studies of the Progressive Era, World 
War I, the Jazz Age, the Great Depression, World War 
II, the Cold War, Hemispheric Relationships in the 
Postwar Era, the Civil Rights Movement, American 
Society in the Postwar Era, and the US in recent 
times.
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UNITED STATES HISTORY (AP)                                            
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 11-12
Prerequisite: World History or AP World History and 
consent of the instructor.

This is a college level course designed to prepare 
students for the annual Advanced Placement 
examination. In addition to chronological-topical 
coverage of America's background and development, 
emphasis is given to conceptual and interpretive 
understanding. Students are expected to develop a 
breadth of historical knowledge and an ability to 
express what they have learned through textbook 
assignments and extensive essay writing. 

WORLD HISTORY 1, 2 (P) 
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 9-10
This begins with a review of major world civilizations 
and historical events from the classical era up through 
the Renaissance and continues with studies of the 
industrial revolution, imperialism, World War I, the rise 
of communism and fascism, World War II, post-war 
nationalist movements, and unresolved problems of 
the modern world. Emphasis is on major political, 
economic, geographic, and cultural considerations, 
which have shaped today's world and its peoples.  
Also offered as a SDAIE course for students with 
limited English speaking ability.

WORLD HISTORY (AP)
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 10-12
Prerequisite: Consent of the instructor

The purpose of this college-level course is to develop 
greater understanding of the evolution of global 
processes and contacts, in interaction with different 
types of human societies. The course highlights the 
nature of changes in international frameworks and 
their causes and consequences as well as 
comparisons among major societies. The course 
emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in 
conjunction with leading interpretive issues and types 
of historical evidence. Focused primarily on the past 
thousand years of the Global experience, the course 
builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, 
and technological precedents that, along with 
geography, set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E. 
Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms the 
organizing principle for dealing with change and 
continuity from that point to the present.

VIRTUAL ENTERPRISE/ECONOMICS (ROP) (P)   
DP, SB, SM
Grades: 11-12
Prerequisite: Successful completion of an ROP computer 
business class or permission of the instructor.

See course description under Business Department.
Satisfies the District Economics requirement for 
graduation.
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