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Roman Republic and Empire Timeline

753 BC
Rome is founded by fabled King Romulus overthrowing Etruscan rulers. 

Modern historians say it was founded in 625 BC. The Etruscans 

preceded Latin civilization and is Italy’s earliest civilization.

509 BC
The Roman Republic is established. Patricians have ultimate authority 

serve in the Senate. Two senators are selected annually to serve as 

executive Consuls and have veto power.

471 BC
Council of Plebs is created to propose laws.

451 BC
Twelve Tables, first written law code. Romans championed Natural Law 

and the Law of Nations, stating that one law can be applied to all people.

Third Century BC
287 BC
Plebians gained legal and political equality.

264 BC
Punic Wars begin. Rome challenges Carthage, a north African city state 

founded by the Phoenicians.

225 BC 
Allies were half of the army.

216 BC
 Hannibal defeats the Romans in the Battle of Cannae. 

202 BC
 Romans led by Scipio defeated Carthaginians in the Battle of Zama.

Second Century BC
146 BC
Carthage is destroyed, end of Punic Wars. The war hurt agriculture in Italy, 

and, consequently, farmers are drawn to Rome for employment. Urban 

poverty grows. To pacify Roman unemployed, politicians paid for sports 

and games at Circus Maximus.

133 BC
Rome controls the whole Mediterranean. Former enemy states become 

allies with Rome’s protection.



Tribune Tiberius Gracchus is killed for promoting land reform.

121 BC
Tribune Gaius Gracchus is killed. He championed the urban poor and 

proposed land reform.

107 BC
Consul Gaius Marius introduced the Marian Reforms. He lifted the 

property requirement to enlisting in the army. Now the poorest of Rome’s 

population can join the army. This greatly boosts the size of the army. 

First Century BC

  82 BC
The Senate makes Sulla dictator for an indefinite period of time. Dictator 

is a constitutional office for extreme emergencies and limited to six 

months. Sulla begins a reign of terror, murdering 40 senators and 1600 of 

the Equestrian class. He will not relinquish power until 79 BC, leaving 

some reforms.  

  73 BC
Sparticus leads a slave revolt.

  60 BC
First Triumvirate is formed; Caesar, Crassus and Pompey form a short 

lived alliance, with no legal authority.

  49 BC
Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon.

  44 BC
Julius Caesar is assassinated by senators led by Brutus and Cassius in 

order to prevent Caesar from becoming a king.

43 BC

In response, The Second Triumvirate is created by the Senate, having 

supreme executive authority in the Republic with two five year terms. 

Octavian, Lepidus and Marc Antony had the power of dictator.

  31 BC
Octavian defeats Marc Antony and allied Cleopatra’s Egypt. 

  27 BC
Octavian is made Emperor and takes full control of the army. The Republic    

ceases to exist.

Reasons for the Collapse of the Republic
1. Lack of Senate leadership
2. High unemployment in cities.
3. Enduring threat of slave revolts.
4. Indebted farmers 
Roman Empire and the Rise of Christianity Timeline
  27 BC
Octavian is made Emperor. 



Roman Empire is born and Pax Romana begins. Hundreds of cities and 

roads will be built, trade with provinces will flourish, provincials have a say 

in local matters and Roman Law is supreme. 



Julio-Claudian Dynasty:




Augustus, 27 BC-14 AD: First emperor, adds many new territories




Tiberius, 14 AD - 37 AD





Gaius Germanicus “Caligula”, 37-41: insane, cruel and self 


destructive emperor




Claudius, 41-54: conquered Britain




Nero, 54-68: insane, cruel, orders the death of Christians 

    4 BC 
Likely birth of Jesus, the Christ.

(First Century: 1-100 AD)
  14 AD 
Death of Octavian, “Augustus Caesar”. Without a law of succession, 

Octavian’s son Tiberius chosen emperor.

  30 AD
Likely Crucifixion of Jesus by Pontius Pilate
  64 AD
Great fire in Rome. Nero persecutes of Christians.

  68 AD
Nero commits suicide, ending Julio-Claudian Dynasty. 

  69 AD
Flavian Dynasty begins




Vespacian, 69-79 Colosseum is begun and completed by Titus. 




Titus, 79-81




Diocletian, 81-96 

  70 AD
Titus, son of Vespacian, takes Jerusalem and destroys the Temple.

  96 AD 
Nerva elected by the Senate emperor upon the assassination of 

Domitian. Nerva is the first of “Five Good Emperors,” and he initiates the 

Adoptive System.

Second Century: 101-200 AD


Nerva-Antonine Dynasty, or “The Antonines.”



Nerva, 96 - 98




Trajian, 98 - 117: The Empire reaches its greatest extent.




Hadrian, 117 - 138: The Empire expansion stops; boundaries are 


fortified. Hadrian’s Wall is an impressive reminder.




Antoninus Pius, 138 -161




Marcus Aurelius, 161 - 180: Stoic philosopher emperor, authored 


memoir Meditations and cruelly persecuted Christians during a 


severe pestilence.

180 AD
Pax Romana ends with the death of Marcus Aurelius, the last of the 

emperors chosen by the Adoptive System. 

Third Century: 201 - 300 AD

200s AD
Germanic tribes and Persians are threatening the empire. Fewer Romans 

are becoming soldiers and Germans are filling the ranks.

280 AD
Emperor Diocletian orders farmers to stay on the land being farmed.

300 AD
The Imperial Court moves to Asia Minor when Diocletian decides to split 

the Roman Empire.

Fourth Century: 301 - 400 AD
312 AD 
Constantine’s victory at the Milvian Bridge puts Rome in his hands.

313 AD
Edict of Milan ends persecution of Christians

314 AD
Co-emperors go to war over governing the empire. In a ten year struggle, 

Constantine becomes sole emperor.

325 AD
Council of Nicea formulates the Nicean Creed and makes Christianity the 

religion of the Empire. 

326 AD
Constantine chooses Byzantium as the capital of the Roman Empire and 

renames the city Constantinople.

337 AD
Death of Constantine the Great

376 AD
Emperor Valens allows the Visigoths cross the Danube River and settle 

in Imperial Territory.

378 AD
The Battle of Adrianople marks the beginning of the end of the Roman 

Empire. Military initiative turns to the Barbarians. It also marks the end of 

the supremacy of heavy infantry. 

391 AD
Emperor Theodosius effectively becomes sole emperor of the empire. 

He makes Christianity the state religion and with the threat of harsh 

punishment, ordered the closure of all pagan temples.

Fifth Century: 401 - 500 AD

420s AD
Augustine of Hippo writes City of God, influencing the thought of 

Ancients, Medieval and Early Moderns about the Christian in a secular 

world.

452 AD          The Huns invade Italy but spare Rome.

455 AD
Bishop Leo intercedes to Vandals to not hurt civilians before they sack 

Rome.

476 AD
German officers revolt and elect Visigoth king Odoacer. He deposes 

Romulus Augustus and vows to rule independently as the viceroy 

of the Eastern Emperor.

493 AD
Ostrogoth King Theoderic takes Rome and kills King Odoacer.

Reasons for the Collapse of the Empire

1. The Empire was too large to govern.
2. A decline in population because of food shortages due to a decrease in agriculture.
3. The quality of the army declined due to a sharp increase of Germans filling the ranks.
4. Increased tax burden and debased coinage
5. In ability to keep Barbarians in the frontier.
The Rise of Christianity
Herodian Dynasty ruled Judea with oversight from Rome when Jesus was born.

At the time of Jesus ministry, many Jews were hopeful of the Messiah (savior) to liberate Judea from Rome, restore the kingdom of the Jews and enter a new age of peace.

Jesus preached a message of reform of Judaism that upset those in authority and made  the claim of being the Messiah. The Roman official Pontius Pilate had Jesus executed. Followers claim he rose from the dead, briefly continued his ministry to demonstrate his conquering death, and then ascended into Heaven.

The Church grew due to the dissatisfaction of many to Judaism and the religious tolerance found during Pax Romana. It was Paul of Tarsus, a highly educated Jew, who left a series of letters (epistles) that became a major portion of the New Testament. The life of Jesus is told in four different accounts called Gospels.

Christians did face terrible persecution during the first three centuries of the Roman Empire, but these persecutions were sporadic. Christians refusal to worship the emperor was the primary reason for the persecution.

Emperor Constantine will tolerate Christianity and insist on doctrinal issues be worked out at the Nicean Council. Later, Emperor Theodosius the Great will make Christianity the official state religion. 

