
English Literature and Composition

Section II

Total Time---2 hours

Question 3

(Suggested time-----40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)
In Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Prospero claims that Caliban is “A devil, a born devil, on whose nature/ Nurture can never stick” (IV, i). Through Prospero’s utterance, Shakespeare is addressing the tension between the belief that innate traits construct a person’s character and the idea that a person’s experiences shape his/her character and thus his/her responses to the world. 
Consider a text which you addresses this question of Nature/Nurture. Then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how the author presents this issue and how the author’s argument illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize the plot.
Nota bene: You may use Frankenstein as a text or you may choose to use The Fifth Child.
