Señora Downey
Clase de Español

8th Grade 
RESEARCH PROJECT

Sacred Heart Academy

DUE DATE: May 19

Project Description
You are given the opportunity to discover interesting and fascinating facts about Spanish-speaking countries in North America, Central America, South America, Africa, Europe, and the Caribbean.  Students will be researching a Spanish–speaking country, creating a poster/power point and presentation in this three-part project.  The research and poster will be done in English however part of the presentation will be done in both Spanish and English.  The goal of the project is for students to learn from reliable sources information about Spanish-speaking countries.  In addition, the goal will encompass a venture for students to research and share information to help them better understand the differences and similarities between United States and Spanish-speaking countries.
SLE’s included in project are:

· Effective Life-Ling Learner

· Compassionate Care-Taker of Creation- Embraces cultural diversity

Instructions:

A.  The first part of this project is to research a Spanish-speaking country that will be assigned to you.  You need to research the following information for your country (Use reliable websites like infoplease.com, encyclopedias, world atlas, interviewing a native of that country, do not use Wikipedia): 
· Location and Geography (North America, Central America, South America, the Caribbean, or Europe)
· Capital
· Flag (picture and description of the meaning colors and symbols)

· Government (including type of government, current President)
· Currency (picture, name and exchange rate)

· People ( indigenous groups, traditional dress, famous artist musicians or authors)

· Education (literacy rate)

·  History (State when independence was gained and any historical events and figures)
· Religion

· Interesting fact about that country such as tourist attractions  
· Representation of a typical food (either provide sample of dish or provide recipe)

· Representation of either traditional or indigenous music or song by a famous musician or group from that country.

· YOU MUST LIST YOUR SOURCES
B. Once research is completed, you need to create a power point or poster about your country.  The power point needs to be visually appealing (colorful pictures and a few sentences) and include the most important and interesting facts about your country.  Remember you are the expert on your country.  
C. Presentation should be between 5 and 10 minutes.  This includes presentation and questions and answers period. Spanish part of your presentation: you need to say the name of their country, location, main religion, and current president in Spanish.  Make sure the presentations are creative.  If any original items are found from that country, bring them to class.  During your presentation, have eye contact with the audience, be enthusiastic, and do not read.  
D.  Your report must include a:

· title page

· report 
· bibliography

E. This project will take approximately three weeks to complete and it will be worth 200 pts.
Assessment components 




Points

Research 

100 points
Poster/PPP

50 points
Presentation

50 points



------------

Total

          200 points

Extra Credit:  

10
Bring in traditional dish or music.
Research Rubric (100 Points)
	Points
	

	/50

	Research paper contains all information requested.  Paper indicates thorough research.  All topics are covered in a detailed manner.



	/25
	Research obtained from reliable sources, government websites, and electronic sources like, www.msn.encarta.com, World Almanacs, and encyclopedias.


	/25
	Paper contains clear and well organized information.  No spelling errors and correct grammar.  Information is easy to understand.


	Total:                       /100
	

	Comments:


	


PowerPoint Rubric (50 points)

	Points
	

	/25
	PowerPoint or Poster includes all information.  Information is clear and precise.  It is well organized and includes all of the minimum requirements.



	/25
	PowerPoint or Poster has color pictures to make it appealing and attractive to your audience.  Use color throughout your poster.  Eye 


	Total:                        /50
	

	Comments
	


Rubric for presentation (50 Points)

	Points
	

	/25
	Student presents information clearly and including required information about the country.  Student makes eye-contact during presentation.  Visual aids may include a globe or map, currency, typical dishes, or artifacts from the country.


	
	

	/25
	Student shows effort and demonstrates understanding of the country he/she was assigned.  Positive and enthusiastic attitude is present throughout the presentation.  Student is able to answer questions from fellow students.


	Total:                       /50
	

	Comments:
	


