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Picture Brides

Between 1908 and 1924 tens of thousands of Japanese women immi-
grated to the United States as family members of established Japanese
residents. Single men in the U.S. received photographs of eligible
Japanese girls through the ancient system of nakodo, or “marriage go-
betweens.” These young women who came to America to marry men
they had never met were called “picture brides.” At the time, some
Californians unfamiliar with the practice of arranged marriages believed
Asian women were coming to the United States as part of a conspiracy
to flood the Pacific Coast with Japanese. However, a “picture bride” was
not an unusual concept to all Americans. Historical documents from Ellis
Island confirm the arrival of “picture brides” and “marriageable girls”
who came to the U.S. from various countries in Europe.

Japanese [mmigration Facts

Many peopie traveled from Asia in search of a better life in America.
Here are some figures on Japanese immigration from the late 19th
century to the early 20th century.

Immigration of Japanese to the United States, 1890-1924

Year Number of Immigrants
To 1890 3,000
1891-1900 27,000
1901-1908 127,000
1909-1924 118,000
lot Off the Presses

In the early 1900s, newspapers scrambled to beat their competition and
increase their customer base. As a result, some publishers used sensa-
tionalistic stories to grab their readers’ attention. On the West Coast,
frequent newspaper articles and editorials slandering Japanese immi-
grants fueled the flames of racism toward the Japanese. The following
are some headlines from California newspapers of the time:

THE JAP INVASION, THE PROBLEM OF THE HOUR

CRIME AND POVERTY GO HAND IN HAND WITH ASIATIC LABOR
JAPANESE A MENACE TO AMERICAN WOMEN

BROWN MEN AN EVIL IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

THE YELLOW PERIL—HOW JAPANESE CROWD OUT THE WHITE RACE
BROWN ARTISANS STEAL BRAINS OF WHITES

Do You Know ...

In 1940, almost 90% of Japanese
Americans lived on the West
Coast: 94,000 lived in California,
15,000 in Washington, and 4,000
in Oregon. Only 3 other states
(Colorado, New York, and Utah)
listed Japanese as residents.

Japanese employment was simi-
larly concentrated. Fifty percent
of all employed Japanese men
worked in farming, fishing, or
forestry, as did a third of working
Japanese women. Approximately
25 percent of all Japanese
worked in the retail or wholesale
trade, while more than a sixth
worked as servants.
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Angel Island, where Hana first set
foot on American soil, is the
largest island in California’s San
Francisco Bay. It served as a U.S.
Army base from 1863 to 1946.
From 1910 to 1940, Angel Island
was the entry point for Asian
immigrants to the U.S. It became
a missile radar site in 1952. “Angel
Island” is an English abbreviation
of “Isla de los Angeles,” the name
given to the island in 1775 by a
Captain Ayala of the San Carlos.

Angel Island
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26 Literature Connections

Chapters 1,

High Fashlon

When Hana came to the U.S. in 1917, she was wear-
ing a kimono—an often elaborately decorated
robelike dress—along with a pair of zoris on her
feet. Zoris are flat sandals with thongs, usually
made out of straw or leather. Hana also wore
tabis, socklike foot coverings with a separate
section for her big toe. She wore her hair in a
pompadour—in other words, swept up high

and off her forehead—and she carried her things
in a furoshiki, or wrapping cloth. Once in
America, she tried to dress in the typical American
style of the time. She wore high-waisted dresses
and suits that came nearly to the ankle, often
with high boots, gloves, and a high-crowned hat.
Women still wore corsets in 1917, much to

Hana's discomfort.

VOCABULARY

What’s
f0[ sake
Dinner?

soy sauce

daikon
mochi
kelp
bonito

lotus

herring roe
taro root

a salty brown liquid g
condiment made by fermenting soy
beans in brine

a Japanese wine made from fer-
mented rice

a white radish of Japan, having a
long root that is eaten raw, pickled,
or cooked

rice cake

any of various brown, often very
large seaweeds

any of several similar fishes, such as
the skipjack

the edible seed, leaf, or rhizome of

the lotus—an aquatic plant native to

Southern Asia
the eggs of herring

the tuber of a widely cultivated tropi-

cal Asian plant
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Chapter 8

Down on the Farm

In Chapter 8, Taro speaks about
the hard work that many farmers
put forth to raise their crops.
Uchida’s references to the strength
of the Japanese farming commu-
nity mirrors what was happening
in real life. By 1919, people of
Japanese descent farmed about
450,000 acres of farmland, some
of which was the most produc-
tive in the state. Although this
amounted to only 1% of
California’s farmland, Japanese
farmers produced about 10% of
the state’s crops. They were able
to achieve this success using
labor-intensive techniques they
had learned in Japan. Most of
their land was initially very poor
and required years of backbreak-
ing labor to make it

fruitful.

» Chap ters 1—9 (continued

g Hlow Do i
7 Youday...

Chapter 9

Out of Control

In 1918, the influenza epidemic that claimed the life of Kiyoshi Yamaka
spread out of control across the country, killing over 500,000 people.
Worldwide, it is estimated that the epidemic killed 21-22 million people.
Influenza is a highly contagious disease that strikes the respiratory tract,
with symptoms such as fever, coughing, and muscle aches. The medical
profession had no cure for the terrible virus. Dr. Harold Ellis tells what it
was like to practice at that time: "I worked through the influenza epi-
demic of 1918. It was so bad that four or five of my classmates came to
class one day and then died the next. Aspirin hadn’t come out yet. in 24
hours, you got it and you were gone. There wasn't anything you could
do. They gave you poultices, maybe some mercury preparation, all that
sort of primitive medicine.”

Religion in Japan

Approximately three-quarters of Japan's population practices both
Shinto and Buddhism. Shinto is a religious belief that originated in
Japan. Although it does not have a formal or elaborate philosophy,
Shinto does place importance on rituals and moral standards. Observers
of Shinto worship many gods called kami. Shintoists believe that these
gods exist in rocks, trees, and other elements in nature.

Buddhism began in India and later came to Japan around A.D. 552. This
religion takes its name from Buddha, the first and most famous Buddhist
leader. Buddhists believe in reincarnation and search to achieve nirvana,
or perfect peace. In order to achieve nirvana, Buddhists believe that a
person must give up his or her attachment to worldly things.

g VOCABULARY

Namu Amida Save us, merciful Buddha

samurai a professional warrior
belonging to the Japanese
feudal military aristocracy
Shinen omedeto Many happy returns of
gozai masu the day

tadaima hello; hi

tatami straw matting used as a
floor covering
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