The Hound of the Baskervilles

Final – Short Essay
Select one of the following topics:
1. In the novella The Hound of the Baskervilles, the reader can usually depend on Watson as a reliable recorder of events, but must often wait for Holmes to receive an explanation of how and why things happened. Explain why Sir Arthur Conan Doyle uses Watson as the first person narrator. Think about what is achieved or gained.
2. A foil is a character that serves as a striking contrast for another character and Stapleton is one foil of Sherlock Holmes in the novella The Hound of the Baskervilles. Explain how Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s use of Stapleton as a foil promotes the theme that honesty and integrity will triumph over dishonesty and deceit.

3. In the novella The Hound of the Baskervilles love is perverted by evil, even though the steady, clear light of reason, as embodied by Sherlock Holmes, works throughout to pierce the chaotic darkness and unmask the sources of evil. Explain how the theme love is perverted by evil is present in the novella. Pay particular attention to the women of the novella and who they love and how that love is used against them.

4. The only truly observant character that emerges in The Hound of the Baskervilles is Sherlock Holmes.  In fact, Holmes is continually put into situations where he is able to deduce some fact and then surprise everyone with it. Explain how in the novella the theme most people are unobservant and will miss the obvious is prevalent.

5. A common reaction of readers to The Hound of the Baskervilles is amazement at its tension and its ability to hold a reader in taut suspense. What about this novel leaves many readers breathless at the end, as if they had themselves been running from the dreaded hound? Is it Watson's unadorned writing style? Is it a well-balanced mixture of supernatural and man-made danger? Is it the choice of setting, dark and mysterious, threatening death to unwary walkers? Explain what makes this short novel so gripping.

Requirements:

· Write a well-organized essay (Introduction, Body Paragraphs, Conclusion) that is typed and formatted according to the YLHS style guide.
· INTRO: Include TAG (title, author, genre). Have a clear ARGUABLE thesis and prove that thesis throughout the body paragraphs.

· BODY: Include at least 3 quotations from the novel.  Blend quotes and cite author’s last name and page numbers in parentheses.

· Include a work(s) cited page. Note: If The Hound of the Baskervilles is the only source you will call it a Work Cited.
· N2SSWTSW: No two sentences start with the same word. Vary sentence types by using different openers (i.e. Adverb and Prepositional Phrase)
· AVOID starting sentences with The, A, An, There are
· AVOID using “Dead Words”: get, good, bad, stuff, things, a lot.

· NO 1st person and/or 2nd person:  me, I, my, we, us, you
Outline & Introduction Check: Monday, November 23, 2009
Final Draft Due:  Tuesday, December 1, 2009
