A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway

notes for chapters 30-32 (pages 209-233)

“There were no shots now. The piece of timber swung in the current and I held it with one hand. I looked at the bank. It seemed to be going by very fast. There was much wood in the stream. The water was very cold. We passed the brush of an island above the water. I held unto the timber with both hands and let it take me along. The shore was out of sight now" (225).

What is the context of this passage?

Who is Frederic Henry referring to when he explains, “We passed the brush of an island...”? Who is the “we?”
What is the effect of using the word “we” instead of “I?”
Reread the entire paragraph in which this passage appears. Hemingway waits until the middle of the paragraph to let the reader know that the soldiers were shooting at Frederic Henry. Waiting to offer the reader this important detail is an intentional act. How did it affect you as a reader?


“You were out of it now. You had no more obligation” (232).

What is the context of this passage?

What does Frederic Henry mean? What idea is he trying to express?

Please describe how Frederic Henry rationalizes this decision.

1. Frederic is driving with Piani. The entire column of the retreat stalls and does not move. It is nighttime and raining. Frederic falls asleep. What does he dream about in his sleep? (Be specific.)


2. Who gets shot by anxious friendly fire as they are walking down an embankment?

3. Who deserts Frederic, because he is afraid he will be shot? He decides he would rather be captured.

4. What is the mood of the Italian infantry soldiers that Frederic and Piani join in the retreat across the Tagliamento River?



5. Why is it significant that Frederic calls Piani by his first name, Luigi?

6. Why do the battle police decide to execute Frederic Henry?


7. How does Frederic Henry escape execution? How does he save himself?

8. What is one of the first things that Frederic does once he gets out the river?



9. As Frederic lies on the floor of the “gondola” car under the canvas, what does he try to plan or figure out? (It is very simple.)
Summary:












