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"enabling, encouraging, empowering all students to excel." 
IMAGE Program Identification 
The IMAGE Program was founded in 1981 based on the following philosophy, adopted by the Board of 
Education:  Grandville Public Schools recognizes that academically talented children need a differentiated 
educational program which takes their unusual abilities and extensive interests into account and provides 
them with greater challenges. The Grandville program will focus on those students with high intellectual 
and academic ability to provide a program designed to encourage them toward maximum growth and 
greater understanding of their own capabilities. 
 
What is the IMAGE Program? 
The IMAGE (Identified Members of Academically Gifted Education) program is a pull-out program for 
academically talented students in grades 3-6. The IMAGE program services students who live and/or attend 
a public or private school in the Grandville school district. Students in the program attend class for 
approximately two hours per week to focus on project-based units that incorporate higher level thinking  
and research skills. The program is intended to serve the needs of academically gifted students by offering 
them an opportunity to study independently in a self-selected area of interest as well as to interact with 
other students of similar interests and abilities. The teaching style in the program aims at matching the 
learning characteristics of gifted students. The pace in teaching basic skills is accelerated with the greatest 
emphasis placed on challenging the students at the higher levels of thinking and research skills. New parent 
orientations, parent-teacher conferences, and an IMAGE Open House showcasing student work are annual 
events in the program. 
 
Project-Based Learning 
A major focus of our program is on project-based learning opportunities.  Students are immersed in a 
specific area of study.  Through classroom discussion, activities, and research, students delve into a topic or 
time period.  They use the knowledge and skills learned to then create an original project.  These projects 
are then shared and showcased at our spring IMAGE Eve open house.  Popular project-based units enjoyed 
by IMAGE students include:  Create-a-City (students use research and map skills to create their own 
original cities), Clay Animation (students research a famous person and create an animation project 
showcasing an event in that person’s life), and Forensic Science (students use the tools of forensic science 
to uncover the cause of death of a fictional victim). 
 
How Does a Student Qualify for the Program? 
The initial IMAGE identification of students into the program is based on the test scores from a nationally 
normed standardized achievement test as well as a high teacher recommendation. Students must score with 
at least an average math/reading MAP score in the 95 national percentile grade range in order to be 
considered for further screening.  Once a student has achieved a high enough MAP score, a teacher 
recommendation form is sent to their homeroom teacher.  Both the MAP score and teaching rating score 
are then plugged into an identification matrix to determine eligibility. All scores of second grade students 
are reviewed for qualification. Students in 3rd-5th grade may be nominated for spring retesting. 
 
Retesting Nomination Forms: 



Nomination forms will become available at each elementary building beginning in April  A student in 3rd-
5th grade may be nominated by a teacher and/or a parent. Once the MAP achievement scores are 
available, parents of nominated students will be notified if further ability testing will take place. If you have 
any questions, please contact Tracey Hummer at 254-6801. 
 
Retesting Information: 
We will be offering a retesting opportunity for students in grades 3, 4, and 5. The district MAP (Measures 
of Academic Progress) achievement test will be administered to all 3rd-5th grade students each Spring. This 
computerized achievement test will be administered by the classroom teachers. If a nominated student 
meets the minimum requirements from the MAP achievement test, he/she may then be further tested 
with the InView abilities test.  Students must score with an average math/reading MAP score in the 85 
national percentile grade range to qualify for retesting.  IMAGE staff will review the MAP achievement 
scores when they become available Mid-May and parents of nominated students will receive a letter with 
specific information regarding the MAP achievement test results and if further ability testing will take 
place. If further testing does take place, a student will spend approximately 2 hours being tested by the 
IMAGE staff taking the Inview abilities test. This will take place in the home schools at the end of May. 
 
How Do I Know If my Child Is a Gifted Learner and Should Be Nominated? 
There is a difference between a bright child and a gifted learner. 
A Bright Child: 
1. Knows the answers. 
2. Is interested. 
3. Has good ideas. 
4. Works hard. 
5. Answers the questions. 
6. Top group. 
7. Listens with interest. 
8. Learns with ease. 
9. Needs 5-6 repetitions for mastery. 
10. Understands ideas. 
11. Enjoys peers. 
12. Grasps the meaning. 
13. Is receptive. 
14. Copies accurately. 
15. Is a technician. 
16. Is a good memorizer. 
17. Is pleased with own learning. 
18. Is alert. 
Gifted Learner: 
1. Asks the questions. 
2. Is highly curious. 
3. Has wild, silly ideas. 
4. Plays around, yet tests well. 
5. Discusses in detail; elaborates. 
6. Beyond the group. 
7. Shows strong feeling and opinions. 
8. Already knows. 
9. Needs only 1-2 repetitions for mastery. 
10. Constructs abstractions. 



11. Prefers adults. 
12. Draws inferences. 
13. Is intense. 
14. Creates new designs. 
15. Inventor. 
16. Good guesser. 
17. Is self-critical. 
18. Is keenly observant. 
 
 

Links to G/T sites: 
 
G/T Resource Network: 
 
http://www.gtresourcenetwork.org/ 
 
A volunteer group that supports gifted children and their families throughout metro Grand Rapids, 
MI and across the state. 
 
Michigan Association For Gifted Children 
 
http://migiftedchild.org/ 
 
The Michigan Association for Gifted Children provides the resources and the know-how to help 
parents and educators improve the lives of Michigan’s advanced and accelerated children. 
 
Hoagie’s Gifted Education Page 
 
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/ 
 
The “all-things-gifted” site, full of resources, articles, books and links to help and support parents, 
teachers, and gifted children alike. 
 


