Lesson Seven:  Basic Core Body Paragraph Practice
Instructions for Practice Activities

Each of the practice activities below will provide you with a prompt, a thesis statement, and 3-4 documents.  Use the documents provided to write the first body paragraph of the essay.  

The following rubric will be used for grading.  Each checked box will be worth 20 pts.

(  topic sentence echoes thesis statement (but is re-worded)

(  3+ paraphrased, double-attributed document references

(  2 valid PoV statements

(  analysis statements emphasize commonalities among evidence & ties evidence to thesis

(  past tense verbs used throughout

Practice Part I
Prompt:  Analyze the methods used by Louis XIV to consolidate his own power and enhance absolutism in France.
Thesis:  As the quintessential absolute monarch, Louis XIV consolidated royal power by subjugating the nobles at Versailles, pursuing mercantilist policies, and waging territorial and dynastic wars.   
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Source:  engraving of Les Plaisirs de l’Ile Enchantée, (the Pleasures of the Enchanted Island), 1664

This was the first of the elaborate programs of festivities organized at Versailles by Louis XIV.  Six days of fabulous entertainments, which featured the first collaboration of Molière and Lully,  definitively established the legend of Versailles as a place of festivities.

Document 3

Document 4
   

  Source:  photograph of Louis XIV’s bedroom at Versailles

Part I Body Paragraph:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Practice Part II

Prompt:  Analyze 16th- and 17th-century attitudes toward education for women. 

Thesis:   Though many of the thinkers of early modern Europe were strictly against the education of women because it might interfere with their household and moral duties, others approved of a modified curriculum based on the practical needs of women, while a small portion of those who wrote upon the subject suggested that women and men should be educated equally. 
Document 1


Document 2


Document 3


Document 4

Part II Body Paragraph:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________



Practice Part III  Prewrite the following DBQ using the pre-writing chart, then write a thesis statement (as if you were going to write the whole essay) and the first body paragraph.   Scoring Rubric  
(  pre-writing chart completed & correct
(  thesis statement addresses prompt, previews body ¶s, and makes an argument

(  topic sentence echoes thesis statement (but is re-worded)

(  >3 paraphrased, double-attributed document references

(  2 valid PoV statements

(  analysis statements emphasize commonalities among evidence & ties evidence to thesis

(  past tense verbs used throughout

Prompt:  Analyze childrearing practices and attitudes in early modern Europe.  How did adult views of children shape adult practices toward their children?
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Prewriting Chart for Practice Part III
	Doc
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	PoV (for 3-6 docs)
	Grouping (3 groups of >2 docs each)
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Practice Part III Thesis Statement Write a full thesis statement, previewing your three body paragraphs as if you were going to write the whole DBQ.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Practice Part III Body Paragraph  Write the first body paragraph of the DBQ that you would write to go with the thesis statement above.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Source:  Jean Domat, French legal scholar, On Social Order and Absolute Monarchy, for which he received 2000 livres from Louis XIV


Among the rights that the laws give the sovereign should be included [the right] to display all the signs of grandeur and majesty necessary to make manifest the authority and dignity of such wide-ranging and lofty power, and to impress veneration for it upon the minds of all subjects. ...since God accompanies His own power with visible splendor on earth and in the heavens as in a throne and a palace...He permits that the power He shares with sovereigns be proportionately enhanced by them in ways suitable for arousing respect in the people. This can only be done by the splendor that radiates from the magnificence of their palaces and the other visible signs of grandeur that surround them, and whose use He Himself has given to the princes who have ruled according to His spirit.





Source:  Duc de Saint-Simon, French nobleman who lived at Versailles during the reigns of Louis XIV and Louis XV, Memoirs, 1746 (Note:  Louis XIV died in 1715.)





The frequent fetes (parties), the private promenades at Versailles, the journeys, were means on which the King seized in order to distinguish or mortify the courtiers, and thus render them more assiduous in pleasing him. . . .    Not only did he (Louis XIV) expect all persons of distinction to be in continual attendance at Court, but he was quick to notice the absence of those of inferior degree; at his lever (morning wake-up ceremony), his coucher (bedtime ceremony), his meals, in the gardens of Versailles (the only place where the courtiers in general were allowed to follow him), he used to cast his eyes to right and left; nothing escaped him, he saw everybody. If any one habitually living at Court absented himself he insisted on knowing the reason; those who came there only for flying visits had also to give a satisfactory explanation; any one who seldom or never appeared there was certain to incur his displeasure. If asked to bestow a favor on such persons he would reply haughtily: "I do not know him"; of such as rarely presented themselves he would say, "He is a man I never see"; and from these judgments there was no appeal.











FOR TEACHER USE ONLY—DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX.  (If you need to use a rubric as a checklist, use the one on page 1.)





(  topic sentence echoes thesis statement (but is re-worded)


(  >3 paraphrased, double-attributed document references


(  2 valid PoV statements


(  analysis statements emphasize commonalities among evidence & ties evidence to thesis


(  past tense verbs used throughout








Part I  Score





Source:  The Learned Ladies, a play by Moliere, France, 1672








I’m speaking to you, sister ... I don’t like all these useless books of yours. Apart from the big Plutarch that keeps my neckbands pressed, you should burn them all. Get rid of this fierce-looking telescope and all the rest of these gadgets….       Stop trying to find out what’s happening on the moon and mind what’s going on in your own house where everything is upside down. It’s not decent, and there are plenty of reasons why it isn’t, for a woman to study and know so much. Teaching her children good principles, running her household, keeping an eye on her servants, and managing her budget thriftily are all the study and philosophy she needs Women today … want to write books and become authors. . . . In my house, they know all about the moon and the pole star and about Venus, Saturn, and Mars, which are no concern of mine and …. nobody knows how the pot is cooking…. Reasoning is the pursuit of everyone in my household, and all their reasoning has driven out reason.








Source:  Théodore Agrippa d’Aubigné, writer and historian, to his daughters, France, circa 1590





There is the fact, moreover, that a dispropor�tionate elevation of the mind is very apt to breed pride. I have seen two bad effects issue from this: (1) contempt for housekeeping, for poverty, and for a husband less clever than oneself, and (2) discord. And so I conclude that 1 would be most reluctant to encourage girls to pursue book learning...








Source:  Martin Luther, Table Talk, 1566





Men have broad shoulders and narrow hips, and accordingly they possess intelligence. Women have narrow shoulders and broad hips. Women ought to stay at home; the way they were created indicated this, for they have broad hips and a wide fundament to sit upon (to keep house and bear and raise children).





Source:  Erasmus, “The Abbot and the Learned Lady”, Switzerland, 1524





Abbot: Distaff and spindle (tools used for spinning wool into thread) are the proper equip�ment for women.


Lady:  Isn’t it a wife’s business to manage the household and rear the children?


Abbott:  It is.


Lady:  Do you think she can manage so big a job without wisdom?


Abbot:  I suppose not.


Lady:  But books teach me this wisdom.


Abbot:	 I could put up with books, but not Latin ones.


Lady:	Why not?


Abbot: Because that language isn’t fit for women.


Lady:	I want to know why.


Abbot: Because it does little to protect their chastity.











FOR TEACHER USE ONLY—DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX.  (If you need to use a rubric as a checklist, use the one on page 1.)





(  topic sentence echoes thesis statement (but is re-worded)


(  >3 paraphrased, double-attributed document references


(  2 valid PoV statements


(  analysis statement emphasizes commonalities among evidence & ties evidence to thesis


(  past tense verbs used throughout








PART II SCORE





Source:  Account by Lady Jane Grey of her childhood experiences in the 1530’s, later related to her tutor Roger Ascham


 


When I am in the presence either of father or mother, whether I speak, keep silent, sit, stand or go,


eat, drink, be merry or sad, be sewing, playing, dancing, or doing anything else, I must do it, as it were, in


such weight, measure and number, even so perfectly as God made the world, or else I am so sharply


taunted, so cruelly threatened, yea presently sometimes with pinches and bobs*, and other ways I will not


name for the honor I bear them, that I think myself in Hell.





*blows with the fist





Source:  Bartholemew Batty, The Christian Man’s Closet, 1581





I myself have known some furious parents who have vied to strike and buffet their children about the


face and head, and to lay upon them like malt-sacks with cudgels, staves, pitchfork or fire shovel or


whatsoever came into their hands; yea, and very often have cast them on the ground and spurned and


kicked them like dogs. If parents would use only the rod, then they would have the means to rejoice and


become parents of wise and worthy children.








Source:  Robert Cleaver, Godly Form of Household Government, 1598





By experience we can see that mothers in swaddling* their little ones do lay their limbs right, each in


its place: likewise if a child be left-handed, they scold him: yea, sometimes they bind it up, or otherwise


restrict the use of it.





*to wrap narrow strips of cloth around an infant








Source:  Robert Cleaver, a Calvinist minister writing in Godly Form of Household Government, 1598





The young child which lies in the cradle is both wayward and impulsive; and though his body be but


small, yet he hath a wrong-doing heart, and is altogether inclined to evil. If this spark be allowed to


increase, it will rage over and burn down the whole house. For we are changed and become good not by


birth but by education. Therefore parents must be wary and circumspect. They must correct and sharply reprove their children for saying or doing ill.








Source:  Elizabeth Clinton, The Countess of Lincoln’s Nursery, 1622





Because it hath pleased God to bless me with many children, I thought good to open my mind


concerning the duty of nursing (breastfeeding) due by mothers to their own children. Women ought to


nurse their own children rather than hire a wet nurse*. They are very willful or ignorant if they question it.


I know I should have done it, but partly I was overruled by another’s authority and partly deceived by some


ill counsel and partly I did not consider my duty in this motherly office. Now I try to regain my peace by


preventing many Christian mothers from sinning in the same way.





*a woman who cares for and breastfeeds another woman’s child








Source:  John Earle, an Anglican minister writing in Microcosmographie, 1628





A child is man in a small letter yet the best copy of Adam before he tasted of Eve or the apple. His


soul is yet a blank paper unscribbled with observations of the world, whereas in time it becomes a blurred


notebook. He kisses and loves all, and, when the sting of the rod is past, he smiles on his beater. He is


purely happy because he knows no evil.











Source:  Sir George Savile, first Marquis of Halifax, The Lady’s New-Years Gift; or Advice to a Daughter, 1687





You must begin early to make your children love you so that they will obey you. You must deny them


as seldom as you can. When there is no avoiding it, you must deny them gently, flattering away their ill humors and taking the next opportunity of pleasing them in some other things before they either ask or


look for it. Let them be more in awe of your kindness than of your power, and above all, take heed of


supporting a favorite child in its impertinence, which will give right to the rest of claiming the same


privilege.














Source:  Letter of an Anglican rector to the Verney family, 1721





I can no longer contain my joy for our good fortune to have that dear child [Ralph Verney, seven years


old] you have left in our hands. He is in perfect health and seems contented, and the sweetness of his


temper and vivacity of spirit, joined with the innocence of his age renders him the delight of all about him.


He has the liberty of ranging the garden and the fields and on church days has the sole responsibility for


the ringing of the bell.”

















Source:  notes by Lady Louisa Stuart on George Selwyn and His Contemporaries, 1760





Lord Holland’s education of [his son, Charles] was a system of the most unlimited indulgence of every


passion, whim, and caprice. A great dinner was given at Holland House to all the foreign ministers. The


children came in at the dessert. Charles, then in petticoats, spying a large bowl of cream in the middle of


the table, had a desire to get into it. Lord Holland insisted he should be gratified and in spite of Lady Holland’s protests had it placed on the floor for the child to jump in and splash about at his pleasure.




















Source:  William Buchan, M.D., Domestic Medicine; or the Family Physician, 1772





In the past, parents wanting to make a show of the infant as soon as it was born, were ambitious to


have as much finery heaped upon it as possible, and the poor child, as soon as it came into the world, had as


many rollers and wrappers applied to its body, as if every bone had been fractured in the birth; while these


were often so tight, as not only to irritate and wound its tender frame, but even to obstruct the motion of


the heart, lungs, and other organs necessary for life. In several parts of Britain, the practice of rolling


children with so many bandages is now, in some measure, laid aside.























Source:  Thomas Gisborne, author of a popular handbook entitled An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex, 1799





The first of the parental duties which nature points out to the mother is to nurse her own offspring.


To transfer to a stranger, as modern example dictates, the task of nursing your child, when your health and


strength are adequate to the undertaking is to exhibit a most shameful degree of selfishness and unnatural insensibility.





























Source:  letter from Lady Duncannon to Georgiana, Lady Spencer, May 6, 1786


Lady Fitzwilliam and her newborn son are perfectly well. She has breastfed him several times. I think


in my life I never saw so happy a creature as Lord Fitzwilliam. He really is almost out of his senses with joy, and can see, think and talk of nothing but his child.





























FOR TEACHER USE ONLY—DO NOT WRITE IN THIS BOX.  (If you need to use a rubric as a checklist, use the one on page 5.)





(  pre-writing chart completed & correct


(  thesis statement addresses prompt, previews body ¶s, and makes an argument


(  topic sentence echoes thesis statement (but is re-worded)


(  >3 paraphrased, double-attributed document references


(  2 valid PoV statements


(  analysis statements emphasize commonalities among evidence                                                     & ties evidence to thesis


(  past tense verbs used throughout                      








PART III SCORE
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