Intro Paragraphs

1. All commentary

2. No concrete detail

3. Start with a hook-to draw the reader in

A. Anecdote

B. Startling Information- make sure it is relevant to your subject
C. Quote – one that catches the reader and says something about your thesis
4. Formulate A Thesis

A. The thesis must answer the question in the prompt

B. Subject=who or what the paper is about

C. Opinion=Do you agree or disagree? (Do not use “I”) Will the character do “A” or “B”?
5. author and title of the work

6. Minimum 75 words

Rubric for Intro

Look for the following in your intro:

1. Are the main points covered without giving out all of the information (General Specifics).

2. Does it reveal the writer’s purpose?

3. Is there a hook?

A. Does it correspond to the paper?

B. Is it interesting?

C. Is there a transition to the rest of the intro?

4. Is there a thesis?

A. Is there an opinion?

B. Is there a subject?

C. Does it answer the prompt completely?

5. Are all parts of the prompt answered?

6. Is there information that does not belong?

7. Have you named the author and title of the work you are analyzing?

“Hook”  Transition to connect hook to the thesis. (Author) uses (book title) to comment on the effects of (what) (where). Background information.
Example using a quote:


“So long as the three problems of the age – the degradation of man by  poverty, the ruin of women by starvation, and the dwarfing of childhood by physical and spiritual night – are not solved…books like this cannot be useless”(101). Victor Hugo uses Les Miserables to comment on the effects of society during this time. As an expression of social values, the novel is Hugo’s condemnation of the nineteenth-century system’s injustice to the poor working class.  (77 words)
     “When a trout rising to a fly gets hooked on a line and finds himself [sic] unable to swim about freely, he begins with a fight which results in struggles and splashes and sometimes an escape. Often, of course, the situation is too tough for him. In the same way the human being struggles with his environment and with the hooks that catch him” (Karl A. Menninger). Chaim Potok uses The Chosen to comment on the hooks and struggles of a young boy, Danny Saunders. Reb Saunders, his father, realizes that forcing his son, Danny, to completely conform to Hasidic beliefs will cause him to completely leave the fold (105).
