Title and Author: Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

Themes: A woman's quest for autonomy; self-discovery; African American woman's struggle in a white man's world; what love is

Questions for Discussion (Jot down your thoughts to these questions + ask some of your own):

1. What is Janie searching for?  Does she find it?

2. Can a woman ever be equal to a man in Janie's world?  How does “women’s language” differ from “men’s language”?

3. Does Teacake really love Janie? What about the fact that he steals from her, cheats on her, and hits her? What do you make of all that?

4. What does it mean, "She was too busy feeling grief to dress like grief?"

5. What historical facts did you learn from this book?

6. Why does Janie kill Teacake? Would you have given Janie any jail time?

7. What does the title mean?

8. What does the book show us about community?

9. Your questions?
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