Education: Is the system broken? If it is, what does that mean for us as students and teachers?
Name: _______________________________

Date: _______________________________
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Objective: SWBAT articulate what the achievement gap looks
like as well as what they can do to work toward remedying it.
Waiting for Superman Trailer:  In the box below, please 

write TWO reactions to the video.  Make sure both reactions are

written in complete sentences.
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National Education Statistics:

- _______________________________ adults have trouble reading a children’s picture book.

-  _______________ of 4th grade public school students scored below a proficient reading level.

- Only ________ in ___________ students growing up in poverty will graduate from college.

-  Just ______________ of students in low-income communities will graduate high school by age ______. 
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Those who do graduate will perform on average at an ________________ grade level.
Hawaii Education Statistics:

-  _________ out of ___________ students in Hawaii will drop out of high school.

-  _______________ students in Hawaii drop out of high school each day.

-  At Kealakehe High School last year, ______________ of 10th graders were proficient in English.

- At Kealakehe High School last year, ______________ of 10th graders were proficient in Math.

Freedom Writer’s Clip:
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In the box below, please record TWO reactions to the clip.
What we can do:

- _____________________ must prepare lessons that are engaging and rigorous.

-  _____________________ must work as ____________ as they possibly can.  Moreover, they must 

____________________ in themselves and know that they can be successful.

- The _____________________ must get involved and support the schools in whatever way they can.

Story Time:
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In the box below, please take time and write out your story.  Or draw your story.  Or put it 

into poetry.  The format of how you present your story is unimportant.  I just want us to recognize where we fit within this achievement gap, and then we’ll work diligently to remedy the situation.
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Malleable Intelligence:

- Malleable means to _____________ or to _____________.  So, malleable intelligence means that your 

_______________________ can be ____________________.
-  This means that the _________________ harder you work the ______________________ you get.  

-  _______________________ is a _______________________ quality and can be cultivated.  

Psychologists who study creative geniuses point out that the ______________ __________ 

_____________________ __________________________ in creative achievement is 

___________________________ to put in a tremendous amount of effort and to sustain this effort in 
the face of obstacles.
- Most people believe that intelligence is something you are born with.  Is this true?


___________________________________________________

- As human beings, we tend to get frustrated with things we do not 

____________________________.  We tend to LOVE things that we do 

understand.  That understanding is something we will work on this year.  

But it’s up to _________________ to determine when and when you will 

not give up.

- Michael Jordan was cut from his freshman basketball team.  But did

he give up?


_____________________________________________

- Your ______________________ is _______________________ if you

never give up!

-  Like Michael Jordan, you ______________ be willing to keep 

going, even when you don’t get it the first time.

Think, Pair, Share:

Questions to consider:

1.  What do you think about the theory of malleable intelligence?

2.  Many people miss out on the chance to grow their brains because they think “I can’t do it”. What advice would you give to these people?






















