Social Studies Final Individual Project: “Late Breaking News”

Our study of American history has taken us from the American Revolution to Reconstruction after the Civil War but due to real life time constraints, there may  have been topics about which we could have learned more. This is your chance to choose one of those topics or another topic that deals with American history and learn more about it. 

You will choose a significant event in American history from 1800 to 2000. You will need to tell me your topic and I will record it as yours. No two students in the same class will be permitted to work on the same topic. Then:

· Use at least three sources, but more is better. (NO WIKIPEDIA)
· Prepare  a  news broadcast in which you report on your event as though it is happening right now.
· Your news broadcast  must be from 2 to 4 minutes in length.
· It must be in the form of a video
· It must include visual images of the event/person that your news report is about 
· A one page summary (in your own words) of your findings with a bibliography is required.

Topic choice due by Thursday May  9 but the sooner the better as someone else may want that topic as well.
Projects and typed findings  are due on Monday May 20.

Things to remember
· Your topic must deal with American history
· Whole wars are far too big to report in 2 to 4 minutes, so you would have to pick a single battle of a war
· Sports stars and celebrities will not be allowed – your event or person must be historically significant
· Since this is “late breaking news” your news broadcast should be in present tense, not past tense
· You may enlist the aid of another student to be the person you are interviewing, or to help with filming,  but the grade is yours.
· Posting your video on you tube is probably the easiest way to turn it in.
· Wear a jacket and tie if you are the newscaster. Set up your filming area to look like a television studio.
· No computer generated voices will be allowed.
