Your Research Paper: An Introduction

Paper Objective:

The goal of this assignment is to give students practical experience in: a) researching a historical topic; b) organizing that research in a logical and compelling manner; c) following the proper steps in composing a historical work; d) linking a particular area of historical importance to broader historical themes; e) properly citing sources upon which their research is based; f) writing a paper that follows all generally accepted rules of grammar, spelling and syntax.

General Description and an Example:

Each student must choose a topic from U.S history.  This topic may be from any area of history—economic, social, political, cultural, intellectual or biographical.  As this project entails a great deal of work, most of which must be performed outside of class, you should be sure to choose a topic that truly interests you.  The topic must be historically important and narrow enough that you can fully explain it in 5-7 pages.  This area of interest must be one of great historical importance.  Ask questions that matter.

For example, if you are interested in clothing, you could look at clothing in a particular decade, say the 1930s, with a focus on women’s swimwear.  Your paper would discuss the different kinds and styles of swimwear in that decade and explain how this swimwear reflected general trends seen in that decade. For instance—did the Great Depression influence swimwear design?  Did women actually swim in the 30s?  How did this change the look of this clothing? Did women tan in the 30s?  Why or why not?  How did this affect the cut and style of bathing suits—one piece or two piece?  What did these suits say about the role of women in society? Were the social norms of the 30s conservative or liberal?  Why?  If many suits were being sold, what does this tell us about how active women were in the 30s and how much vacation time they had? All of these issues could be explored and explained in your paper.  

Research Paper Timeline

The following is a record of your work on the research paper and must be turned in with your final paper.  It is the only record of your work on the research paper—DO NOT LOSE THIS SHEET!!!  All deadlines listed below must be strictly adhered to.  The final grade will be lowered 5% each day a paper element is late.  If any individual step, or any combination of steps, is more than 3 days late, your final paper will not be read and you will receive a failing grade for the paper.  I will read final papers ONLY IF ALL STEPS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED.  As this paper is a course requirement, no student will pass this class without completing a paper and all of the steps toward its completion.

	Due Date
	Acceptable
	Not Acceptable
	Comments

	Step 1 & 2: Topic and 2 Books—1 on topic and 1 on decade: 4/25/12
	
	
	

	Step 3: Outline-Rough Draft: 5/9/12
	
	
	

	Step 4: Outline-Detailed Draft: 5/16/12

	
	
	

	Step 5: Introduction & 1st Argument: 5/23/10
	
	
	

	Step 6: Rough Draft—including a conclusion: 5/30/12
	
	
	

	Step 7: Final Paper: 6/03/12
	
	
	


Step 1: Requirements for a Research Paper Topic

1. Must be a question of analysis: How or Why was something important?
2. Must be focused on a single event, person or idea and tell the reader something that is historically significant.  You may also compare events, but we sure that you can do so within the 5-7 page limit.
3. Can be from any realm of history: economic, social, political, cultural, ideological, biographical.

4. Avoid trite and overdone topics.

5. Look into topics that are not “standard.”  Pick something that you are interested in.

6. Must be presented in the form of a question.

7. Must be typed on a single sheet of paper.

8. Topic must be sufficiently focused so that a thorough analysis can be done within the 5-7 page limit.

9. You may not turn in the next step until the prior step receives approval.

Suggestions for Development:

1. Browse your text for topics that are of general interest.

2. Identify what the general topic of interest is.

3. Gradually focus your general topic into a more specific one.

4. Turn the specific topic into a “How” or “Why” question.

5. Don’t rush any of these steps by hurrying to complete or waiting too long to begin.

You will receive an “Approved” if

--your topic is one sentence

--it includes only one topic

--it is sufficiently focused and specific

--is researchable by a high school student

--fulfills all of the above requirements

How to Narrow a Research Paper Topic

1. Select a broad area of interest in 20th Century U.S. History.

Example: History of Football in the 20th C.

2. Narrow one small step at a time.

A. History of College Football in the 20th C.

B. History of College Football in the 1920s.

C. History of Notre Dame Football in the 1920s.

Now: Create a question beginning with the word “how” or “why.”

What does the history of the Notre Dame Football team tell us about 1920s America?

Step 2: Two Book Requirement for the Research Paper

When you turn in your paper topic you must also bring two books--appropriate for your age-level and of sufficient scholarly rigor--that you will be using to research this topic.  You must have:

1. A book that deals specifically with your topic.  If your topic is the history of Notre Dame football in the 1920s, you must have a book that deals only (or mostly) with that topic.  If you cannot find a book that specific, you must find a longer work that has a significant portion (one or two full chapters) that covers your topic.  For instance, if you cannot find a book on Notre Dame football in the 20s, a book on Notre Dame football in the 20th century that has chapters covering the 20s would suffice.
2. A book that places your topic within a larger context.  A longer work that covers a significantly greater period of time (such as an entire decade) or which discusses your specific topic as an aspect of a larger thesis (you may be researching Notre Dame Football in the 20s, but a book about college football which has a large section on Notre Dame) is needed.  Whichever book you find, a minimum of 10-15 pages must deal specifically with issues you will be discussing in your writing.  

Research Paper Source Requirements

Most or all of the information contained in your paper will come from the work of others.  Any idea, phrase or quote that comes from an outside source must be properly cited within the text of the paper—known as an “intertext citation.”  The format is MLA style, just like you use in the papers you write for your English class.  Your paper must contain a minimum of seven (7) unique sources.  You should endeavor to use the newest material available on your topic and reference those scholars who are considered “experts” in your topic area.  Your sources must include at least:

1. 1 book specifically on your topic.

2. 1 longer history book that places your topic in a larger context.

3. 1 primary source (something actually written in the time period in question)
4. 1 internet source 

Your sources may not include:

1. Your textbook.

2. An encyclopedia—including on-line encyclopedias like Wikipedia.  

Step 3: Outline-Rough Draft

Thesis Question: 

How did the music of the 60s reflect the major changes taking place in American society during that decade?

Introduction

Thesis Statement:

The music of the 60s reflected all of the major changes that took place in American society during that decade.  The Vietnam War,  the “Generation Gap,” drug culture and the new sexual freedom were all consistently popular themes for musical compositions.

Body

A. The Vietnam War

1. Draft deferment for college students was controversial (www.vietnam.com) — Song: “Fortunate Son” (John Fogarty of Creedence Clearwater Revival from album Willy and the Poor Boys, 1969).

2. Students protested against the war (www.hippiesanddraftdodgers.org)-- Song: “Ohio,” (Neil Young of Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young from album Four Way Street, 1971)

3. Many Americans supported the war in the early years (Karnow, Stanley, Vietnam)—Song: “Ballad of the Green Beret” (Barry Sadler from single Ballad of the Green Beret, 1966). 

B. The “Generation Gap”
1.  A theory that different age groups (generations) experience the world in different ways, which causes them to create new kinds of art, language, music, etc.  ^ Stepp, G. (2007). "Mind the Gap", Vision Journal. Song: “My Generation” (Pete Townshend of The Who from the album The Who Sings My Generation, 1965).

C. Recreational drug use increased and was celebrated (www. antidrug coalition.edu.  “Drug Use Among Adolescents and Teens, 1962-69”) Songs: “Purple Haze” (Jimi Hendrix of The Jimi Hendrix Experience from the album Are You Experienced, 1967) and “White Rabbit,” (Grace Slick of Jefferson Airplane from the album Surrealistic Pillow, 1967).

D.  New sexual freedoms and identities (“A Turn for the Worse,” Time Magazine, Aug. 13, 1968). Songs: “Lola” (Ray Davies of  The Kinks from the album Lola Versus Powerman and the Moneygoround, Part 1, 1970.) “Why Don’t We Do It In the Road,” (Lennon/McCartney of The Beatles from the album The Beatles (The White Album), 1968. 

III. Conclusion
Step 4: Outline-Detailed Draft

Thesis Question: 

How did the music of the 60s reflect the major changes taking place in American society during that decade?

Introduction

Thesis Statement:

The music of the 60s reflected all of the major issues that shaped American society during that decade.  Conflict over the Vietnam War, the “Generation Gap,” drug culture and the new sexual freedom were all consistently popular themes for musical compositions.

Body
A.  America was deeply divided over the Vietnam War and the war was often referenced, directly or indirectly, in songs like “Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival, “Ohio,” by Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young and “Ballad of the Green Beret” by Barry Sadler. 

1. The Vietnam War was opposed by many college students, despite the fact that they received a college deferment from the draft. (Johnson, The Vietnam War)  This opposition is reflected in songs like Creedence Clearwater Revival’s “Fortunate Son,” which discusses student deferments in lyrics such as “I ain’t no senator’s son.”  

2. College students also organized many political protests, one of which turned deadly when National Guardsman fired on protestors. (www.vietnamwar.com) This encounter is referenced in the song “Ohio,” by Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young  most noticeably in the line “Four dead in Ohio.”

3. Many people, however, believed that Americans should serve in the armed forces, no matter what the personal cost. (www.draftdodger.com).  This was displayed in “Ballad of the Green Beret,” when, despite the death of the main character, he wishes his widow to “Put silver wings on my son’s chest, make him one of America’s best.”
B.  The Generation Gap was used to explain why so many college students opposed the war in Vietnam and why their attitudes toward drugs were so different from their parents.   ^ Stepp, G. (2007). "Mind the Gap", Vision Journal.  
1. The “Generation Gap” was highlighted in popular songs such as “My Generation” by The Who, particularly in lyrics like, “I hope I die before I get old.”

C.  Recreational drug use increased and was celebrated (www. antidrug coalition.edu.

1. Drug culture was celebrated in “Purple Haze” by Jimi Hendrix and “White Rabbit,” by Jefferson Airplane.

a. Drug use, and the disorientation and hallucinations that resulted, became increasingly popular during the 1960s, and was celebrated in songs like Purple Haze, when Jimi Hendrix sang, “Purple Haze, runnin’ through my brain.”

b. “White Rabbit,” used a children’s nursery story, “Alice Through the Looking Glass,” to document drug culture, for “One pill makes you larger, and one pill makes you small, and the ones that mother gives you, don’t do anything at all.”

D.  New sexual freedoms and identities (“A Turn for the Worse,” Time Magazine, Aug. 13, 1968). The new sexual freedoms were increasingly practiced by both men and women.

1. These sexual practices were frequently mentioned in musical compositions like “Lola” by The Kinks and “Why Don’t We Do It In the Road,” by the Beatles. 

a. The notion that monogamous heterosexual behavior during marriage was the only “proper” sexuality came under attack during the 60s in songs like “Lola,” which discusses the singer’s confused encounter with a transgender date, noting that “Girls will be boys and boys will be girls, it’s a mixed up world...”  

b. The more open sexuality of the late 1960s was celebrated by the Beatles, who moved from “I Wanna Hold Your Hand,” to “Why Don’t We Do It in the Road?”

III. Conclusion

Step 5: Introduction and One Complete Argument
Introduction

While we will go over the introduction in greater detail before the due date, the most important thing to remember is that THIS INTRODUCTION IS EXACTLY LIKE THE ONES YOU DO FOR YOUR ENGLISH PAPERS!!!!!! DO NOT MAKE THIS ANY HARDER THAN IT NEEDS TO BE!!!!!!  JUST DO IT!!!!! AAAARRRRGGGHHH!!!!!!

One Complete Argument

The first argument in your paper should always be your best, otherwise, no one will bother to read the rest of your paper.  You must turn in, in finished form—including all punctuation, spelling, grammar, syntax, citations, format, etc.—the first of your arguments.  You must provide clear evidence to support your argument—facts, figures, an “expert” opinion, a graph, etc.  The argument should be a minimum of 1½ pages in length.  
Steps 6 & 7: Final Requirements for the Research Paper

Conclusion
The conclusion for a historical research paper is exactly the same as one you would use for an English paper, with one exception. After you do the standard restatement of your thesis and summarization of your arguments, you should include a section in your conclusion that does one of these two things:

1.  Discusses what you could have written about, if only you had more time.  For instance, in the samples above I discussed how the protests over the Vietnam War showed up in popular music in the 60s.  In your conclusion, you could talk about how these protests showed up not only in music, but in art, clothing, dance—many of the arts.  You could also discuss how the protests showed up in music styles other than rock ‘n’ roll.  Country, rhythm and blues and jazz were also affected by the war.

2. Discusses how political protest still influences popular music.  You could link the music of Lady Gaga to the fight for GLBT rights, or show how drug culture continues to influence popular music.
Final Requirements & Hints

1. Must be typed in 12 pt., Times Roman font.

2. Double-spaced.

3. 1” margins.

4. The paper must have a title page.  It should consist of:

A. The title of your paper.

B. Your name.

C. My name.

D. The course.

E. The period.

F. The date.

All should be centered vertically and horizontally, with equal distance between each line.

5. Page numbering should start on the page after the title page, and all content pages must be numbered.

6. The paper must be 5 – 7 pages in length.

7. Following the last page of content, you will place the List of Works Cited page.

8. Any pictures, graphs, charts or tables will be included on an appendix page following the endnote page.  Appendix pages are to be lettered consecutively.

9. The paper must be turned in with your Research Paper Timeline.  No other papers should be submitted.

10. The paper must be turned in on the due date.  No late papers will be accepted.
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