Moanalua Middle School
Language Arts Department

November 17, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians:
Your child has been reading the book, Freak the Mighty, in Language Arts. We are finishing up the book and will be viewing the film, The Mighty, which is based on the book and filmed in 1998 (rated PG-13).  The state requires the school to obtain parent permission on all films which are rated PG and above.
This film tells the story of a strong friendship between a young boy with Morquio's syndrome and an older boy who is always bullied because of his size. Adapted from the novel, Freak the Mighty, the film explores a building of trust and friendship. Kevin, an intelligent boy, helps Maxwell to improve his reading skills. In return, Kevin wants Maxwell to take him out to places since he is not allowed out unauthorized. Being the social outcasts of the town, Kevin and Maxwell come to realize that they are similar to each other and accept that they are "freaks" and nothing will stop them.
The objectives for student learning are as follows:

· to compare and contrast a novel to its filmed version

· to analyze the effects of techniques unique to each medium
· to develop topics with relevant details to write a comparison/contrast essay
The curriculum is aligned to the Common Core Standards in Reading – Literature and Writing:

RL.7.7:  Compare and contrast a story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).
W7.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
Parents or legal guardians may preview the film, which is rated PG-13, on November 17, 18, or 21 in room D6, starting at 2:45 p.m.  If you are interested in previewing the film, please contact me via email at Kathy_Nagaji@notes.k12.hi.us. If I do not hear from you by the start date, Tuesday, November, 22, 2011, I will assume that you have no questions about the film.
Please sign below and indicate if your child has or does not have permission to view the film. Should you have any questions, please feel free to email or call me at 831-7980.

Sincerely,
_______________________________


________________________________
Kathy Nagaji, Language Arts Teacher


Lisa Nagamine, Principal




Student’s name (please print): __________________________________________________

_____has my permission to view the film, The Mighty
_____does NOT have permission to view the film, The Mighty







_____________________________  _________







  
Parent Signature

        Date
