San Diego Unified School District
Point Loma High School

Course Syllabus, 2012-23
Course
Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 1-2


Monday-Friday, Period 7, 1:24-2:15
Instructor
Ms. Cynthia Hedges, Room 202



619-223-3121 x2202; chedges@.sandi.net
Texts
Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry and Drama, Kennedy, 7th ed


Advanced Placement English, Alan Casson



Supplementary novels, plays, essays and poetry

Course Description

Advanced Placement English 1-2 allows highly motivated students the opportunity to study literature at the college level.  Through the study of short stories, poetry, drama, novels and essays, students examine the works of classic and contemporary writers.  Direct instruction and practice in literary analysis and other academic writing modes prepares students for the AP Literature exam in May, 2013, and provides the foundation for success in college-level humanities courses. All students enrolled in Advanced Placement English 1-2 are expected to prepare for and participate in the AP Literature Exam in May, 2013. Since Advanced Placement English 1-2 is a weighted, honors level course, student personal and intellectual commitment to a rigorous literature and writing curriculum are essential.  

Course Outline

The Writer’s Style
An introduction to AP level style analysis through a study of the rhetorical techniques employed by several contemporary fiction and nonfiction writers.  Students learn the vocabulary of style analysis and how to organize and write on-demand style analysis essays.
The College Application Essay
Students complete several narrative writings, write at least one college application personal statement or a reflective essay, create a resume, organize letter of recommendation requests and conduct scholarship searches.


SAT and ACT exam registration and test dates are listed on page 4 of the PLHS Student Planner. 

Drama
Oedipus, Sophocles


Hamlet, William Shakespeare


Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, Tom Stoppard


Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller


Fences, August Wilson


No Exit, Jean-Paul Sartre


Waiting for Godot, Samuel Beckett (optional)

Six Characters in Search of an Author, Luigi Pirandello (optional)
Poetry
Shakespeare’s Sonnets


17th Century Metaphysical & Cavalier Poetry


Romantic Poetry


20th Century Poetry

Novels
Old School, Tobias Woolf
The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien

Beloved, Toni Morrison


The Stranger, Albert Camus


Student selected contemporary novels for winter and spring vacation reading.  Reading lists for individual selections will be provided.  

Advanced Placement Exam Prep
Purchase of commercial preparation books is optional.  Students use Cliff’s Notes Advanced Placement English, by Alan Casson, available in the textbook room.  Exam preparation is an integral aspect of this course and a regular component of in-class and homework assignments.

Copies of all works studied in this course are available for check-out from the textbook 

room.  Students who prefer to purchase their own copies of novels and plays should work

with the same publisher’s text and edition. 

Instructional Practices

Students engage in a variety of learning experiences and situations:


-large and small group discussions;


-Socratic seminars;


-individual, partner and small group work;


-student presentations (research and creative);


-teacher presentation and lecture

Types of Writing

Writing of all types is an essential component of this course.  Students will engage in:

-analytical writing (thematic and comparative essays of fiction and non-fiction; passage analyses, AP practice essays, analysis of literary criticism);


-personal narrative;


-descriptive writing;


-persuasive writing (essays, letters, problem-solution)


-research


-responses to print and visual media;


-responses to readings;


-writing exercises;


-creative writing (short story, poetry; responses to literature);


-critique of peer writing

Homework

Homework will be regularly assigned and is due at the beginning of the class period.

Types of homework include:


-reading assigned literature and nonfiction;


-written responses to reading assignments;


-preparation for whole class and small group discussions;


-research;


-long-term project and presentation preparation;


-vocabulary workbook assignments and study for tests;


-process essay drafting (pre-writing, rough, revised and edited drafts);


-in-class essay preparation;


-creative writing;

Assessment and Grading

Scholarship
Scholarship grades reflect the quality and completeness of written assignments, reading responses, group and individual projects and presentations and in-class tests.  All assignments are graded in points and converted to a percentage basis.

100-90%= A


89-80%= B


79-70%= C


69-60%= D


59.9% or less= F

Assignments in each category will be weighted as follows:


Homework= 40%


Essays, Creative Writing & Tests= 40%

Projects & Presentations= 20%
This is a semester course, and progress reports reflect a student’s scholarship grade at the 6 and 12 weeks.  Fall and spring semester grading periods end on:


October 12, 2012- 6-week


November 30, 2012- 12-week


January 25, 2013- end of fall semester


March 8, 2013- 6-week


April 26, 2013- 12-week


June 11, 2013- end of spring semester

Individual student grades are posted on Parent Connect.

Citizenship 

To ensure individual student success and create an exciting and engaged learning community, all students must make a personal commitment to be prepared to participate in class every day.  

Citizenship grades are determined by the student’s:


-punctuality (see PLHS school-wide tardy policy);


-preparation of materials for class;

-engagement and participation in discussions, small group activities and      individual work;


- interaction with classmates and instructor;
Citizenship grades are calculated separately for each 6-week grading period of the semester, and the semester citizenship is an average of the three grades.  

Note:  Cell phones, iPods and other personal electronic devices are major distractions and interfere with the learning environment.  They must be muted and put away during class.  Texting for any reason during class is not acceptable.  Phones and other electronic devices used during class will be picked up by school security and delivered to the vice-principals’ office where parents must pick them up.  Use of electronic devices in class will affect citizenship grade. Students will be issued a Netbook for classroom use; off topic use of Netbooks during class time will affect citizenship grades.
To maintain an atmosphere of academic inquiry and mutual respect for our studies and one another, multitasking (working on assignments for other classes, reading non-class materials, private conversations, etc.) is not acceptable. Positive involvement is essential.
Classroom Procedures 

-All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period and will not be accepted late, except in the case of a cleared absence. 

- Daily and long-term assignments are posted regularly on the PLHS website.  

- If absent, it is the responsibility of the student to check the PLHS homework website regarding missed work.  It is also the student’s responsibility to make up assignments missed during an excused absence, including missed in-class essays and tests.

In-class essays and tests must be made up within one week of the student’s return from a cleared absence, or they will be recorded as an “F” grade/ 0 points.  Individual exceptions may be made depending on the circumstances of the absences.  

Organization
-Students must have a separate 1 ½ - 2 inch 3-ring binder for this class.  It should contain all handouts, assignments and notes for the class.  Organization is key, and students should save all work completed, handouts and notes printed from the PLHS website.
-Homework and daily in-class work will be checked off on the day it is due and kept in the student’s notebook.  To receive full credit for homework and daily work assignments when notebooks are collected, students must have had them checked off by the teacher on the due date.

-Organized notebooks with a table of contents will be collected each grading period and students will receive points in the homework/daily work category for all completed assignments, handouts and notes.  

-Students will receive full credit for homework and daily work assignments that were checked off as complete on the due date, and partial credit for those assignments checked off on the due date as incomplete.

Expected Student Learning Results

Listed below are the ways in which this course supports the PLHS Expected Student Learning Results (ESLRs):

Complex Thinkers
Students will have regular opportunities to exercise complex thinking abilities by reading a wide range of challenging classic and contemporary fiction and nonfiction works.  Students will employ a variety of written and oral strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts.

Effective Communicators
Students will comprehend and employ the stages of the writing process to appropriately communicate with different audiences for different purposes.  They will apply knowledge of language structure and conventions and adjust their written, spoken and visual language to communicate effectively in written and oral work.  Students will also have regular opportunities to develop effective communication skills by sharing ideas and interpretations during daily class discussions, and small and large group activities.

Responsible, Self-Directed Learners and Workers


In response to the literature studied, students will generate ideas and questions in small and large group discussions.  Students will be prepared for class discussions and activities by promptly completing outside of class course readings and assignments.  

Involved Citizens
Students will participate in class discussions, writing and study groups, class field trips and Seminar Program actives as knowledgeable, reflective and creative members of our class, program, school and society. Students will also contribute to the learning of others by making the classroom a safe and tension free environment through respectful and courteous behavior toward their fellow classmates and instructor.

Healthy Lifestyle Advocates
By practicing respectful behavior toward others and engaging in the exchange of ideas, students will be a part of the learning community.  The classroom will be a positive environment where the ideas and opinions of others are valued.  Through course readings, discussions and written and oral presentations, students will develop a greater understanding of themselves and the world around them.

Parent and Student Communication

Please contact me via email or voice mail regarding any questions, concerns or information you would like to share, and I will do my best to respond to you during the week within 24-hours.  My contact information is:  chedges@sandi.net; 619-223-3121 x2202.  

I am available after school for conferencing with students and parents by appointment.   

Parents and students are encouraged to use the PLHS website for information regarding long and short term assignments.  Grades are posted on Parent Connect.

Parents:  please complete the information form and sign the sheet indicating that you have reviewed the course syllabus with your student. All forms and the course syllabus are posted on the PLHS homework website. Your student should return these papers to me by Monday, September 10.
