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APUSH Reading Guide 

CHAPTER 7: The Road to Revolution 1763-1775

I. The Deep Roots of the Revolution/ Mercantilism and Colonial Grievances

1. In your own words, discuss the two ideas that  “had taken root in the minds of colonists by the mid 18th century”

2. Define: mercantilism

3. According to Great Britain, what was the sole purpose of the American colonies?

II. The Merits of Mercantilism

4. Read Benjamin Franklin’s poem on page 125.  In your own words, explain the point he was trying to make.

III. The Stamp Tax Uproar/Forced Repeal of the Stamp Act

5. Identify the British Prime Minister who angered colonists by enforcing the Navigation Laws

6. Chart – Acts leading up to the American War of Independence/ Revolution
	Act
	Year (s)
	Purpose- Why was this act imposed by the British?
	American Response

	Navigation Laws
	
	
	

	Sugar Act
	
	
	

	Quartering Act
	
	
	

	Stamp Act
	
	
	

	Declaratory Act
	
	
	

	Townshend Act
	
	
	

	Tea Act
	
	
	

	Intolerable Acts
	
	
	


7. What was the purpose of the Stamp Act Congress?

8. Discuss the motives and tactics of the Sons of Liberty.  What is your opinion of them?

9. What year did British Parliament Repeal the Stamp Act? After doing so, in which way did the British government assert their power over the colonies?
IV. The Townshend Tea Tax and the Boston “Massacre”

10. Describe the events leading up to the Boston “Massacre”

V. The Seditious Committees of Correspondence

11. Who was King of England (ruler of Great Britain) during the 1770’s?

12. What role did the Committees of Correspondence play in the revolutionary movement?

VI. Tea Brewing Boston

13. Why was the Tea Act enacted?

14. Describe what happened on the night of December 16th, 1773 in Boston, Mass.

VII. Parliament passes the “Intolerable Acts”

15. What was the British government’s response to the Boston Tea Party? In what way(s) was Boston punished?

VIII. Bloodshed

16. What was the purpose of the First Continental Congress (1774)?

17. The American Revolutionary war officially began when….

IX. Imperial Strength and weakness

18. Define: mercenary

19. Identify: Hessians

X. American Pluses and Minuses/  A Thin Line of Heroes

20. List the advantages of the American colonial army
