MR. IRIE'S ECONOMICS CLASSES






Summer
Welcome to Mr. Irie's Economics class.  I hope that this class will be as enjoyable for you as I anticipate it will be for me.  In order to avoid any unpleasant circumstances that may occur during your educational experience in this class, I have listed one guideline that is to be followed in this class:

RESPECT. (SMHS Expected Learning Result (ESLR): Civic Responsibility)
ACADEMIC AGENDA

I. Basic Living Skills #1 - The Security Industry (1 week) ‑ 1 tests

Primary markets and secondary markets, stocks, bonds, preferred stocks, mutual funds, brokers, stock exchanges, insider information, stock indexes, selling short, buying on the margin, reading a newspaper listing, graphing stocks from the internet, and a stock simulation.

Economics Standard 12.7 (San Marino High School only)

The student will demonstrate an understanding of basic securities investment skills.

SMHS ESLR: Critical Thinking, Post Secondary Preparation (Samples of: Technological Proficiency, and Critical Thinking), and Technological Proficiency.
II. Introduction to Economics (1 week) ‑ 1 test

Basic Economic Terminology, Scarcity, Opportunity Costs, Resources, Budget Line / Production Possibility Frontier,  Econo Game, Types of Economic Systems, 5 Step 

Decision Making Process, Government Budget Example.

Economics Standard 12.1

Students understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning.  

SMHS ESLR: Post Secondary Preparation (Samples of: Technological Proficiency, Cooperative Learning, and Oral Communication), and Technological Proficiency.
III. Microeconomics (2 weeks) ‑ 2 tests

Supply and Demand, Wheat game, Elasticity of Supply and Demand, Shifts in Supply and Demand, Price Floors and Price Ceilings, Business Organizations, Market Organizations, Oligopoly Game, Law of Diminishing Marginal Production, Specialization.          

Economics Standard 12.2

Students analyze the elements of America’s market economy in a global reasoning.

Economic Standard 12.4 

Students analyze the elements of the U.S. labor market in a global setting.  

SMHS ESLR: Critical Thinking, Post Secondary Preparation (Samples of: Technological Proficiency, Cooperative Learning, and Critical Thinking), and Technological Proficiency

IV. Macroeconomics (1 week1)  ‑ 1 test

Economic Growth (GNP), GNP vs. GDP, Unemployment, CPI, Inflation, Taxes, Fiscal Policy, the National Debt, Monetary Policy (The Fed), Monetary / Fiscal Game.

Economics Standard 12.3

Students analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy.

Economic Standard 12.5

Students analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy.  

SMHS ESLR: Critical Thinking, Post Secondary Preparation (Samples of: Critical World Issues, Technological Proficiency and Critical Thinking), and Technological Proficiency
V. International Trade (1 week) ‑ 1 test

Absolute advantage, Comparative advantage, Free Trade vs. Protectionism, Balance of trade, Balance of payment, Exchange rates and Currency Transactions.     

Economics Standard 12.6

Students analyze issues of international trade and explain how the U.S. economy affects, and is affected by, economic forces beyond the United States’s border.

SMHS ESLR: Critical Thinking, Post Secondary Preparation (Samples of: Critical World Issues, Technological Proficiency, and Critical Thinking), and Technological Proficiency
VI. Basic Living Skills #2 – Personal Consumer Skills (1 week) – 1 test

Writing a resume, personal budgeting, reading a pay check statement, checking accounts, depositing and withdrawing money into accounts, balancing your checkbook, credit cards, APR, Investments, Rule of 72, and home mortgages.

Economic Standard 12.8 (San Marino High School Only)

Students demonstrate an understanding of basic personal finance skills.  

SMHS ESLR: Critical Thinking, Post Secondary Preparation (Samples of: Technological Proficiency, and Critical Thinking), and Technological Proficiency
Notebook: Please obtain a  1" or 1 1/2" three ring binder and supply of 8 1/2" x 11" paper.  This notebook should be used to keep records of all your notes, and handouts.  Since we do not have books for all the students to take home in the summer, the notes will be essential to your passing of this class. If you would like to check out a book, let me know and I will arrange it for you.   
ACADEMIC GRADING
The grading for the course is based on the total number of points attained.  The following scale applies:

     100 ‑ 90%    of total points available    = A

      89 ‑ 80%    of total points available     = B

      79 ‑ 70%    of total points available     = C

      69 ‑ 60%    of total points available     = D

      59% ‑ Below of total points available  = F

Borderline cases will be decided by Mr. Irie, taking into consideration the students overall effort, citizenship, and class participation.

Tests:  There will be seven tests pertaining to the units covered during the semester.  There will also be a cumulative final worth 150 points.  Each test will be worth 100 points. The tests will be varied in nature utilizing multiple choice, true and false, and short answer / essay.  Each student will have the option to drop one test score at the time of the semester grade as long as they have no missing test grades.  You may not drop the final exam.  If a student has missed a test, the missed test will be regarded as the dropped test unless the student makes arrangements with me. Any mistakes made on the scantron will be considered the student's loss and will not be corrected.

Projects: (1) Each student will be required to do a current event report during the summer. The presentations should take 3‑5 minutes and will be worth 10 pts. (2) There will also be a stock simulation that will be due in mid July.  It will be worth 100 pts. (3) Each student will also be required to turn in an entrepreneur project.  In conjunction with the product, the students will be required to do a power point presentation in front of the class. This will be worth 50 points. 
Other graded material: I will periodically collect assigned materials to be graded, or you will be required to email an assignment.  Most assignments will be worth 10 points.  Points from these assignments will be added to the total points for the semester.  Late assignments will be penalized down to a "C" before I even look at it.  If you are absent, you have the amount of school days that you were absent to make up the assignment. If you don't submit it in the required amount of days, it will be designated as late. I am not responsible to make sure that you have turned in all your assignments.  You are responsible to take the initiative to find out and make‑up assignments when you are absent.  In order to assist you, I will post most assignments on the school web site.  
Extra Credit: A total of 25 points may be earned in extra credit throughout the semester.  Extra Credit points will be added on top of the final point total.  We will play Jeopardy to review before most tests in order to give you a chance to earn extra credit. 
Drop Policy: Every two tardies will equal one absence.  If you are over 10 minutes late to class, you will be considered absent from the class.  After three absences, you will be dropped from the class.  If you are on a break and return late, you be marked tardy, and in extreme cases absent. 

Absence: If you are going to leave class early, you must provide me with a note signed by a parent before you leave class. 






June 2, 2011
