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January always brings with it an invitation for reflection…yes, the traditional and well-meaning 
resolutions follow, but I am referring to reflecting on our work as schools.  The ability to point to data 
that demonstrates we are providing a healthy learning environment for our students is of paramount 
importance.  The standard measures of success and health are easy to find and calculate… A college-
going culture, number of students participating in both the PSAT and SAT tests, the college entrance 
measurement of A-G coursework completion, counselors and psychologists for our students to connect 
with, and a clean and orderly campus environment just to list a few.  All of those are typical “between the 
bells” (first period to sixth period) activities or resources.   
 
While all of those indicators are of vital importance to overall school health, I would encourage us to also 
look at those activities and opportunities that are created for students “outside the bells” (before and after 
school).  These are the “sticky” ones—the events that bond and connect our students to their high school 
experience and become the building blocks for so much in their futures.  Just in the first few months of 
school, our district has seen: 
 

• CIF Champion and League Championship teams  
• Marching bands from each of our six comprehensive high schools receive awards in state 

competitions  
• Two of our schools receive the coveted and prestigious Golden BellAwards for program 

excellence in California 
• Model United Nations teams dominate competition up and down the state 
• National and state awards for outstanding individual and cast performances in stage and in vocal 

music 
• Community service events that simply-put change lives and touch the hearts of so many in need, 

and 
• Teachers being recognized for excellence in their profession. 

 
Reflection on our health-check…HBUHSD passes with flying colors of success.  Thank you to so many 
community members and families who volunteer and support the important “sticky” activities that make 
our schools special places. 


