
 
Dalhart 

High School 
Elective Course 

Guide 
2013-2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



High School Elective Course Guide 

 
 
Environmental  Grade  11-12 Credit: 1 
In this course, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make 
informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: biotic and 
abiotic factors in habitats, ecosystems and biomes, interrelationships among resources and an environmental system, sources and 
flow of energy through an environmental system, relationship between carrying capacity and changes in populations and 
ecosystems, and changes in environments. Will count for the DAP graduation plan. 
 
Astronomy  Grade 11-12 Credit: 1 
Students will study space, the sun, earth, and moon systems as well as the solar system, stars and galaxies.  Field tips will be taken to 
observe the various constellations and planets. 
 
Pre-AP Biology  Grade 10 Credit: 1                  Academic requirements must be met for enrollment. 
This is the study of living organisms, their origins, how they survive, reproduce, change over time, and interact with each other and 
their environments.  The primary objective of the course is to provide students with a fundamental understanding of modern 
biology and scientific processes, building a foundation for success in the college level AP courses to follow. 
Pre-AP Biology is recommended for high-achieving students with a strong interest in biology.  Students are ultimately responsible 
for their learning; therefore, they should be organized, prepared, and motivated to learn every day.  The Pre-AP Biology curriculum 
differs from the regular Biology curriculum in meaningful ways.  The Pre-AP course places a higher priority on developing critical 
thinking skills by examining real world problems.  The Pre-AP curriculum examines topics with more depth and includes more 
advanced resource material in addition to the adopted text.  Laboratory investigations play a more prominent role in the Pre-AP 
course.  Labs are more sophisticated than in the regular curriculum and students are expected to design and carry out experiments 
using appropriate methods and resources.   
 
AP Biology      Grade 12 Credit: 1     Prerequisites: Chemistry Academic requirements must be met for enrollment. 
This is a rigorous college-level course that is designed for students intending on majoring in biology.  The course is equivalent to 
two semesters of a first year biology course at a four year college or university.  All students with a strong interest in biology and 
successful completion of sophomore high school biology are eligible to take the class.  Twelve laboratory activities are 
recommended in the AP Course Description and are an integral part of the learning process.  The course is divided into eight 
themes: science as a process, evolution, energy transfer, continuity and change, relationship of structure to function, regulation, 
interdependence in nature, and science, technology and society.  The students are expected to take the AP examination in May. 
 
Pre-AP Chemistry Grade 11  Credit 1  Academic requirements must be met for enrollment. 
This course is based on regular laboratory investigations of matter, chemical reactions, and the role of energy in those reactions.  
Students enrolled in Pre-AP Chemistry compare, contrast and synthesize useful models of the structure and properties of matter and 
the mechanisms of its interactions.  In addition, students enrolled in this course are expected to: gain an understanding of the 
history of chemistry, explore the uses of chemistry in various careers, and learn and practice laboratory safety.  This course is 
specifically designed to prepare the student for Advanced Placement coursework in either AP Biology or AP Chemistry. 
 
AP Chemistry  Grade 11 Credit 1  Academic requirements must be met for enrollment. 
This course is based upon the College Board’s curriculum and is the equivalent of a first year college Chemistry course.  College 
hours can be earned with a passing grade on the AP test given at the end of the course.  This course will utilize chemistry course 
content as a foundation for discussion of these following complex topics:  Chemical kinetics, equilibrium, thermodynamics, 
electrochemistry, materials science, buffer systems, coordination complexes, nuclear chemistry, organic chemistry, and 
biochemistry.  A minimum of one class period per week will be devoted to hands-on college level laboratory investigations with 
classroom demonstrations supplementing the laboratory theme topics.  
 
 

 
Psychology Grade 11-12 Credit ½ 
This upper level course surveys the major principles of psychology; the study of the mind and human behavior. Students will be 
introduced to the history of psychology, human development, personality, social psychology, feelings and emotions, experimental 
psychology, learning and memory, sleep and dreams, altered states of awareness, abnormal behavior and criminal psychology. 
  
Sociology Grade 11-12 Credit ½ 
Upper level students will explore the concepts and theories necessary to understanding our social worlds. Methods that social 
institutions and interest groups use to define “social problems," including poverty, substance abuse, delinquency, crises in 
education and health care, urban and environmental issues, cultures, inequalities in society, historical eras and social changes, 
race, ethnic and gender relations.

 
 
 
 



Health Grade 9-12 Credit: ½  
This course will help students learn to make decisions regarding their personal health.  Topics of discussion include diet, physical 
activity, stress management, and types of relationships that influence overall well-being. 
 
Anatomy and Physiology  Grade 11-12 Credit: 1 
This course focuses on the structure and function of body tissues and organs. Students will demonstrate knowledge and skills by 
participating in building clay manikins. Each student experiences this unique hands-on method of learning and seeing the 
relationship of muscles, skeletal, heart, blood vessels, endocrine systems and many more components working together. "The mind 
does not forget what the hands have learned." 
 
Principles of Health Science Grade 9-11  Credit: 1 
The Principles of Health Science provides an overview of the therapeutic, diagnostic, health informatics, support services, and 
biotechnology research and development systems of the health care industry.  Medical skills such as basic first aid, CPR and job 
safety will be learned. 
 
Sports Medicine I     Grade 11-12 Credit: 1           Recommended Prerequisite:  Principles of Health Science  
This course provides an opportunity for the student to study the components of sports medicine including but not limited to sports 
medicine related careers, organizational and administrative considerations, prevention of athletic injuries, recognition, evaluation, 
and immediate care of athletic injuries, rehabilitation and management skills, taping and wrapping techniques, first aid/CPR/AED, 
emergency procedures, nutrition sports psychology, human anatomy and physiology, therapeutic modalities, and therapeutic 
exercise.  Students will be required to perform in a clinical setting.  Settings include the training room and observation of surgical 
procedures. i.e.: knee, hip and shoulder surgery. 
 
Practicum in Health Science Grade 12 Credit: 1  Recommended Prerequisite:  Health Science and Biology 
The Practicum is designed to give students practical application of previously studied knowledge and skills.  Practicum experiences 
can occur in a variety of locations appropriate to the nature and level of experience.  Students will participate in a non paid 
internship with Dalhart EMS and Coon Memorial Hospital ER.  Students will work toward becoming EMT-Basic certified by the 
state of Texas and National Registry.  Students will learn such skills as CPR, First Aid, Childbirth, Airway control and adjuncts, 
delivery of medications and vital signs.  (This is a two hour, two credit course.) 

 
Pharmacology   Grade 12 Credit ½  
An independent Study of the properties, reactions, and terminology of drugs, including use of drug references, identification of 
indications and contraindications, and therapeutic values.  Students can earn a certificate in Pharmacy Technician upon completion 
of this course.  
 
Medical Terminology  Grade 12 Credit ½  
This course will focus on the many components of a medical term and how to break down a medical term by simply knowing the 
meaning of the prefix or suffix. By learning the individual parts of a medical word, you will not need to memorize hundreds of 
complex medical terms and their definitions. 
 

 
Speech  Grade 9-12 Credit ½  
The communication process is used in every social and professional situation.  To begin to understand how to communicate 
effectively, it is important to understand what communication is, how and why we listen, and the essence of basic communication 
decisions. 
 
Oral Interpretation I Grade 10-12  Credit ½ Prerequisite: Application and teacher recommendations 
Students will select, research, analyze, adapt, interpret, and perform literary texts.  The course will focus on the intellectual, 
emotional, sensory, and aesthetic levels of texts in an attempt to capture the entirety of the author’s work.  Individual and group 
performances of literature will be presented and evaluated.  Oral Interpretation is recommended for all dedicated UIL academic 
competitors with a strong desire to compete at the district level.  A portion of this course will be devoted to each student’s 
individual UIL academic event. 
 
Debate I  Grade 10-12  Credit ½ Prerequisite: Application and teacher recommendations 
Students will acquire life-long skills for intelligently approaching controversial issues.  Students will develop skills in 
argumentation and debate while developing an interest in current issues, sound critical thinking, and sharpening communication 
skills.  Debates will be presented and evaluated.  Debate is recommended for all dedicated UIL academic competitors with a strong 
desire to compete at the district level.  A portion of this course will be devoted to each student’s individual UIL academic event. 
 

 
Introduction to Criminal Justice Grade 10 or 12 Credits: 1 
A study of the three elements of the criminal justice system:  policing, courts, and corrections. Emphasis is on the relationship 
between everyday life and criminal justice.  
 
 



Court Systems and Practices: Grade 11-12 Credit 1 
An overview of the federal and state court systems. The course identifies the roles of judicial officers and the trial processes from 
pretrial to sentencing, and examines the types and rules of evidence. Emphasis is placed on constitutional laws for criminal 
procedures such as search and seizure, stop and frisk, and interrogation. 
 
Practicum in Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security:  Grades 11-12 Credits 2-3 
Want to spend time riding with Police officers and working with Probation officers?  How about hanging out with a real trial 
judge? This practicum course is a paid or unpaid capstone experience for students participating in a coherent sequence of career 
and technical education courses in the Law, Public safety, Corrections, and Security cluster. You will enjoy this once in a lifetime 
opportunity. You must have had introduction to Criminal Justice before you take this class. 
 
Career Preparation I & II (MOCT)   Grade 11 or 12  Credits: 3 
Focus on career preparation and decision making concepts and principles as well as their practical applications.  Students will 
participate in a supervised work-based learning program. 
 

(BIM) Business Information Management I   Grade 9-12 Credits: 1         
BIM I- Graduation Requirement for all students. Covers the basics of Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access, Publisher, and 
Photostory, in addition to Internet basics and research. Consists of daily computer application assignments and projects, in addition 
to tests that will cover skill mastery in each program. 
 
(BIM II) Business Information Management II   Grade 10, 11 or 12 Credits: 1       Prerequisite: BIM I 
BIM II is a full year one-hour class that extends upon the knowledge received in BIM I.  Students will broaden their knowledge of 
word processing, database, spreadsheet and multimedia.      
 
Digital and Interactive Media  Grade 10, 11 or 12 Credits: 1 Prerequisite: BIM I 
Students will design and create graphic & digital projects that meet a certain need and resolve a given problem. 
 
Web Technologies Grade 10, 11 or 12 Credits: ½  Prerequisite: BIM I 
Students will learn to design and develop websites for personal and business use. 
 
Animation Grade 10, 11, or 12 Credits ½ Prerequisite: BIM I 
Students will learn to understand and develop animation.  They will develop their own animated movie clip. 
 
Yearbook Grade 10-12 Credits: 1 Prerequisite: Application and teacher approval 
This course will teach students to structure a yearbook, select a theme, study use of graphics, write copy and captions, take, select, 
crop and scale photographs, and prepare layouts for the printer. Yearbook also combines Desktop Publishing skills of electronic 
design, editing, and production using a variety of hardware and software tools. This project-based course focuses on real world 
audiences as customers. Students will learn to use a collection of software tools. Students in this class will produce the DHS 
yearbook. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Band   Grade: 9-12  Credits: 1 
Marching Band (Fall Semester)  The Marching Band is open to any student in Dalhart High School who has had at least one year’s 
experience in band on a recognized band instrument. Every student enrolled in band will be a marching member, or an alternate 
marching member, of the band unless a doctor has verified a physical condition that will not permit participation in the marching 
band. The marching band performs at all pep rallies, football games, UIL Contests, the XIT Parade and any other activity deemed, by 
the Director, to be proper and beneficial to the Golden Wolf Band.  
Concert Band (Spring Semester)  All students who are enrolled in marching band are required to be in Concert Band. This band 
participates in all U.I.L. activities including U.I.L. Solo and Ensemble Contest and U.I.L. Concert and Sight-Reading Contest. Students 
in these organizations are also given opportunities and are encouraged to participate in individual competitions promoted by 
TMEA, ATSSB Honor Band. Additional concerts are also scheduled for these bands. 
 

 
Child Development  Grade 10-12 Credits: ½  
Child Development is a comprehensive study including the following: Learning about Children - Families Today - Preparing for 
Parenting - Pregnancy  Prenatal Care and Childbirth, and the Newborn. 
This class is taught using a variety of features and unique teaching skills.  We will be using life size models of the fetus, a trip to the 
birthing rooms at Coon Memorial Hospital, and the Ready- or-Not-Tot that each student will keep on their own for a 48 hour 
period.  This teaching package will aid in achieving a number of educational objectives needed by the students in adult life.   
 
Food and Nutrition   Grade 10-12 Credits: ½  
Food for Today provides a strong nutrition emphasis; it teaches students to work in the kitchen, using tools, recipes and safe 
methods.  Students explore consumer decisions as they learn planning meals and shopping for food.  They are provided information 
on all types of foods, including food preparation of their choice in a lab situation, and discovering ethnic foods from around the 
world.  As a bonus they are given an opportunity to learn about all career-related fields all over the world.   
 



 

 
Art I  Grade 9-12 Credits: 1 
Art I is an introduction to the elements and principles of design.  Students will study different artist throughout history, being able 
to identify there work and style.  They will learn techniques to create their own artwork in different media.  They will experience 
drawing, painting, printmaking, clay, paper mâché.  
 
Ceramic       Grade 10-12    Credits: 1  Pre-requisite:  Art I 
Students continue using their skills to create advanced hand built and thrown pieces.   
 
Jewelry  Grade 10-12 Credits: 1 Pre-requisite: Art I   
Students are introduced to different techniques to create simple jewelry and metal pieces.  Students learn to make chains from wire 
by cutting and solder jump rings, casting pewter and making small pieces from copper and brass.   
 
Painting  Grade 10-12 Credits: 1 Pre-requisite: Art I    
Students continue using their painting skills to create works of art using watercolor, tempera and acrylic paints on canvas.    
 
Art III  Grade 11-12 Credit: 1  Pre-requisite Art I & Art II 
This course is for the serious art student and is by permission only. If you are interested in this course you must contact the art 
teacher, Mrs. Douglas. 
 

 
Theatre Arts I   Grade 9-12 Credits: 1 
This course is designed to introduce students to a broad scope of the theatre experience, both as an active participant as well as an 
informed audience member.  The student will become familiar with the basics of theatre production, such as acting, directing, 
lighting, and design. The student will also learn significant elements of the history of theatre. Additionally, the student will learn to 
view drama with a critical eye.    
 
Theatre Arts II   Grade 11-12 Credits: 1  Pre-requisite: Theatre Arts I 
This course is designed for students who wish to commit to the advanced study of theatre.   Students will also gain knowledge and 
experience in other areas of theatrical production, such as directing, design, stage management, theatrical crew, and costuming.  
 
 

 
US History Dual Credit   Grade 11-12 Credit: 1   Academic Requirements Must Be Met. 
This is a one year course from Pre-Colonial to Modern US History.  This course includes political, economic, social, and cultural 
aspects of life in the US.  It follows the development of the United States as a world power.  This class will earn 6 college credit 
hours from Amarillo College.  This is a fast paced course that will involve essay question preparation.   
 

AG 101 – Intro to World Agricultural Science and Technology Grades: 9 – 12 Credit: ½  
A course designed to introduce beginning students to global agriculture. The course includes agricultural career development, 
leadership, communications, and personal finance. 
 
AG 102 – Applied Agricultural Science and Technology Grades: 9 – 12 Credit: ½  
A basic applied course designed to enhance the agricultural comprehension of beginning students. The course includes soils, plants, 
animals, AG construction, food science, supervised occupational experience programs, and leadership. 

Welding I  Grades: 9-12  Credit: 1  
Rapid advances in technology have created new career opportunities and demands in many industries.  Welding provides the 
knowledge, skills, and technologies required for employment in metal technology systems.  Students develop knowledge and skills 
related to this system and apply them to personal career development.  This course supports integration of academic and technical 
knowledge and skills.  Students will reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems.  
Knowledge about career opportunities, requirements, and expectations and the development of workplace skills prepare students 
for future success. 

Advanced Welding Grades 11-12 Credit 2  Prerequisite: Welding I                        This is a two period course.                                                                                                                                                            
Advanced Welding builds on knowledge and skills developed in Welding I.  Students will develop advanced welding concepts and 
skills as they relate to personal and career development.  This course integrates academic and technical knowledge and skills.  
Students will have opportunities to reinforce, apply, and transfer knowledge and skills to a variety of settings and problems.  
Students will participate in projects and will earn a certification from the American Welding Society.   

Advanced Animal Science  Grades  12 Credit: 1                                                                                                                                      
To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire knowledge 
and skills related to animal systems, and develop knowledge and skills  regarding career opportunities, entry requirements and 
industry standards. This course examines the interrelatedness of human, scientific and technological dimensions of livestock 



production. Instruction is designed to allow for the application of scientific and technological aspects of animal science through 
field and laboratory experiences.   

Precision Metal    Grades 11-12 Credits: 1                                
To be prepared for a career in the field of metal working. Students will be expected to learn how to weld the first of the semester in 
order to understand the importance of properly preparing metal to be welded. Students will be able to correctly design projects as 
well as measure, cut, bend, form and prepare metal to be welded using a variety of tools, techniques and processes. 

Small Animal Management (Fall Semester)            Grades 10-12 Credits: ½                                                                                              
To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to enhance academic knowledge and skills, related to 
animal systems, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, industry expectations. To 
prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of 
settings. Suggested small animals which may be included in the course of study include, but are not limited to, small mammals, 
amphibians, reptiles, avian, dogs and cats. 

Equine Science (Spring Semester)        Grades 10-12           Credits: 1/2                                                                                                 
Introduction. To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to enhance academic knowledge and skills, 
acquire knowledge and skills related to animal systems, and develop knowledge and skills,  regarding career opportunities, entry 
requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply and transfer 
their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Suggested animals which may be included in the course of study include, but are 
not limited to, horses, donkeys and mules. 

  

Intro to Business & Finance Grade 9-11 Credit ½ 
Students gain knowledge and skills in economies and private enterprise systems, the impact of global business, marketing of goods 
and services, advertising, and product pricing.  Students analyze the sales process and financial management principles.  This 
course allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant 
activities, problems and settings in business, marketing, and finance.  
 
Money Matters  Grade 10-12 Credit ½ 
This is a personal finance course.  Students will gain knowledge and skills necessary to set long-term financial goals based on those 
options.  Students will determine methods of achieving long-term financial goals through investment, tax planning, asset 
allocation, risk management, retirement planning, and estate planning.  Students will gain knowledge in banking, budgeting, and 
using credit. 
 
Business Law Grade 10-12 Credit ½  
Students analyze the social responsibility of business and industry regarding the significant issues relating to the legal environment, 
business ethics, torts, contracts, negotiable financial instruments, personal property, sales, warranties, business organizations, 
concept of agency and employment, and real property.  Students apply technical skills to address business applications of 
contemporary legal issues.  Students incorporate a broad base of knowledge that includes the legal, managerial, marketing, 
financial, ethical, and international dimensions of business to make appropriate business decisions. 
 
Accounting I and II Grades: 10-12  Credit: 1 
Students will learn the bookkeeping methods involved in making a financial record of business transactions and in the preparation 
of statements concerning the assets, liabilities, and operating results of a business.  
 

Spanish I   Grades: 9-12  Credit: 1 
Students begin their study of Spanish by learning basic vocabulary so they will be able to introduce themselves and greet others, 
count (in order to buy necessities and to tell time and date) and have simple conversations about the weather, their family, foods, 
clothes, health, sports and other pastimes, and to also ask and answer basic questions. Spanish 1 focuses on the use of the present 
tense. We study aspects of culture in Spain, Latin America, and the United States. 
 
Spanish II  Grades: 9-12  Credit: 1 
Spanish II teaches students to use more advanced Spanish.  It teaches the Preterit and Imperfect tenses which are the past tenses in 
Spanish.  The vocabulary is more advanced. They are also taught about the Hispanic culture. 
 
Spanish III  Grades: 9-12  Credit: 1 
The primary objective of the course is for the students to learn to properly communicate in Spanish. Since this is an honors course 
the student is required to be able to read and write in Spanish, because of the research papers that will be assigned to the students 
throughout the semester. The course will also teach student about Latin American culture and history, and the relevance it has on 
the American way of life. The course will also consist of book work, research papers, and current events. The book work will help 
the students learn about the culture and history of the Latin American people. The current events will be done on a weekly basis; 
the student will be required to give an oral presentation on the current event in the country which they choose. The research 
papers will vary from research over a country, to research over important people in Latin American history. 
 



Spanish IV  Grades 11-12 Credit: 1 
Students in Spanish IV will be expected to be fluent in Spanish. They must be able to speak, read, and write fluently in Spanish. 
They must be able to write research papers in Spanish. They will be using both the Subjunctive and Indicative moods of Spanish. 
They will also be learning about the Hispanic Culture. They will be reading novels. 
 

 
Driver’s Education Grades: 9/12 Credit ½ local credit only  
Students will learn about Texas driving rules and test for their Learner’s Permit.  Student must be 15 before the first day of class. A 
fee of $150 must be paid in full by the first day of the semester or a deposit of $75. Students will complete driving hours during 
school, after school and during the summer months. Students are required to have 7 driving and 7 observation hours with the 
DISD driver education instructor. Parents will be required to log 10 daytime and 10 nighttime driving hours- 20 total hours with 
their child. If you missed 9 days or more of school in the previous semester you cannot take this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 


