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English 3-4 CP: Beowulf Study Guide Questions
Please answer on a separate sheet of paper and attach this sheet when you turn in. 

Chapters 7-11 

1. What is the story about Beowulf’s father that Hrothgar tells? What important aspect of the Germanic tribal warrior culture does it reflect?

2. Why does Unferth pick a quarrel with Beowulf? What does he say about him when he tells the story of Beowulf’s swimming match with Brecca?

3. What is Beowulf’s response? How is his version of the story different?

4. How many sea monsters does he claim to have killed?

5. What do we learn about Unferth’s past from Beowulf?

6. Who is Weltheow and how is she characterized?

7. What is the general feeling about Beowulf’s coming to Herot? How do the King and Queen feel when they retire for the night? Use a direct quote.

8. What do we learn in lines 696-703?

9. Look at rhythm of the first 10 lines or so of Chapter 11 (lines 710-720). What poetic technique is being used that affects the rhythm of the lines? How does this rhythm created by the punctuation reinforce the account of the action here?

10. How is Grendel characterized in this passage? How do we learn again beforehand that Grendel will lose this battle?

11. What happens when Grendel arrives in the hall? Why do you think one Geat is sacrificed?

12. Who is the “strong-hearted wakeful sleeper”? What does he do?

13. How does Grendel respond? Is this surprising?

14. What further kennings are used to describe Grendel? Find an example of alliteration from page 47 (approx. lines 757-790) and explain its effect. Try reading sections of the text out loud to hear the sounds of the language. 
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