Juvenile Justice Essay Pre-Writing
This is a Text-Based Academic Essay in which you will take a position based on the extensive work we’ve done analyzing and evaluating multiple texts related to juvenile justice.
Prompt: Should juveniles accused of violent crimes be tried and sentenced as adults?  Why or why not?
· Construct an argument about the issue based on your readings of the texts.

· Support your thesis using integrated quotations from the texts (you must acknowledge the source of your words and ideas by including a parenthetical citation).

· Acknowledge the counterargument to recognize that others may not agree with your position (and refute it – that is, prove that your viewpoint is valid).
· Use academic vocabulary and terminology from the texts themselves – show your familiarity and comfort using these words correctly.
Pre-Writing Steps: 
1. Carefully read and re-read the prompt to be sure you understand it.
2. Decide what position you will take and what you need to accomplish in your essay
3. What background information do your readers need to understand your topic and your thesis?  Write it here: __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Formulate a thesis statement – your opinion (position) on the topic (Should juveniles accused of violent crimes be tried and sentenced as adults?).  Make sure your thesis is clear, compelling (interests the reader) and contestable (it shouldn’t be too obvious, or you will lose your reader’s interest). 
Draft your thesis statement here: ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

5. Draft your TWO topic sentences that support your thesis statement.  You will later develop these into body paragraphs.
Topic Sentence 1: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence 2: ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

6. Identify the evidence you have found to support each topic sentence.  Mark your articles to make note of the quotations you will use.  
7. Draft your COUNTER-ARGUMENT topic sentence and REFUTATION.  If readers were to disagree with your thesis or the validity of your support, what might they say?  
Topic Sentence (Counter-Argument): ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
8. How would you address their concerns to show that your opinion is correct?  

Refutation: ____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Now you are ready to write your response to the prompt.  Since this is a timed prompt, make sure you manage your time wisely.  You should turn in an essay with an engaging introduction (hook, background, thesis), body paragraphs that support your thesis (including topic sentences, quotations from the texts, your own analysis, and including an acknowledgement of the counterargument), and a concluding paragraph that includes a solid argument in support of your thesis and indicates the significance of the argument – the “so what” factor.  









