Gothic Literature (& Southern Gothic Intro) & “The Masque of the Red Death” (p. 446-463) NOTES
Language Arts 3

	How is Gothic literature different than Transcendentalism
	Celebration (spirit) of individualism vs. dark side of individualism

Better self vs. worse self

	Common Gothic Themes
	Insanity, Death, Revenge, Betrayal, Fear

	Common Transcendental Themes
	Nonconformity, Civil Disobedience, Doing what you believe is right

	Southern Gothic?

How is it unlike Gothic literature of the 1880s?

How is it like Gothic literature of the 1880s?
	Gothic atmosphere and themes set in the American South

Generally does not deal with supernatural elements. Set in the south as opposed to crazy, out of the way locations. Often deals with the troubles of those who are ostracized (not accepted) or oppressed (exploited) by traditional Southern culture - blacks, women, and gays, for example.
Also known for its damaged and delusional characters, but set in a Southern context. Still has a dark, often mysterious tone.

	Southern Gothic Authors
	Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird (1960) deals with a clearly innocent black man who is convicted of rape and murdered simply because of his race.

Tennessee William's A Streetcar Named Desire (1948) reinvents the Southern belle as a pretentious, mentally unstable woman, and his Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955) portrays the favorite son of a Southern dynasty as a repressed homosexual whose alcoholism threatens his marriage.

William Faulkner’s frequently anthologized "A Rose for Emily" (1930) brings the recurrent Gothic theme of unrequited love leading to madness to a Southern town in which the disapproving residents narrate in a single voice.

Other notable writers in the Southern Gothic tradition include Flannery O’Connor, Carson McCullers, Eudora Welty, and Truman Capote.

	
	

	“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allen Poe is full of allegorical meaning. Just like “The Crucible” was an allegory for the Red Scare, this gothic story describes places, people and events that symbolize, or stand for other things. In the following space, describe: 

a) The possible second meaning of several details from the story.

b) How it helps teach the lesson (see last question)

	What is the overall theme? (What lesson do these allegories teach?)
	No one escapes death

Human happiness seeks to wall out the threat of death

	Prince Prospero
	Symbolizes man’s fear of Death
Belief that happiness depends on avoiding/escaping death
	It doesn’t matter who you are; not even a Prince can escape Death

	The abbey
	Symbol of safety (immunity)
	No place can keep you completely safe

	The series of 7 rooms—What does “7” represent?
	Symbolizes the journey of life (east to west = birth to death)
7 Stages of Man (Shakespearean & Confucius Poems)
	There is a progression and you can’t skip a part or avoid what is to come next.

	The series of 7 rooms—What do the colors represent?
	Blue: beginning of life (the day), sorrow, sadness
Purple: royalty (no common people), penance (making up for sin)
Green: Life, hope, spring (everything comes back)
Orange: mid point of life, sun at its highest
White: purity, innocence
Violet: dusk, evening, after sunset, final stages of life
Black: death
	There is a progression and you can’t skip a part or avoid what is to come next.

	The clock
	Symbolizes the reality of time passing
It is a constant reminder of death
It also symbolizes life because at the end when it stops, no one was left.
	Time cannot be stopped or slowed down. Death is inevitable. Life has an end.

	The music
	Symbol of how people try to ignore or avoid reality
	Time cannot be stopped or slowed down. Death is inevitable.

	The tripod with flames
	Represent life
	

	The masked visitor (stranger)
	Represents the idea that death is egalitarian (doesn’t distinguish between rich and poor)
Also can represent blood, illness, red death, death
	No can escape death


