
AP Literature: Terms to know 

 

Directions: Define the term, provide an example and provide an explanation/the 

effect of the term. 

 
1. allusion 

2. allegory 

3. anadiplosis 

4. anaphora 

5. anecdote 

6. anti hero 

7. antithesis 

8. apostrophe 

9. archetype 

10. atmosphere 

11. conduplicatio 

12. epiphany 

13. extended metaphor 

14. foil 

15. hamartia 

16. hubris 

17. hyperbole 

18. imagery 

19. invocation 

20. irony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. litotes 

22. metaphor 

23. metonymy 

24. mood 

25. motif 

26. parable 

27. paradox 

28. parallelism 

29. parody 

30. pathetic fallacy 

31. personification 

32. soliloquy 

33. style 

34. symbol 

35. synedoche 

36. syntax 

37. tone 

38. understatement 

39. verisimilitude 

40. vernacular 

 

Create each entry as follows… 

 
Literary term 

a. definition 
b. example 
c. explanation/effect of example 

 

 Zeugma 

a. A device in which unexpected items in a sentence are linked together by a shared word 

b. Discontinue using this machine if you feel pain, faintness or dizziness. 

c. This sentence elevates the importance of the verb and forges a strong connection between 

different parts of the sentence and implies to the reader that the parts are closely related. 


