Element Report

For this assignment, you will choose an element from the periodic table and research it.  You will present your report to the class as part of the overall grade.  The report should be in the following order:

Cover - Element License Plate (Please PAPERCLIP this on top of the report)

Using the provided template, develop a creative license plate using the chemical SYMBOL (remember: if your element has 2 letters to make the second letter lowercase) for your chosen element.  You should practice on scrap paper because you only get one copy of this.  It should be colored, make sense, and be APPROPRIATE.  It must include (just like a real license plate): any USA state, month & year, a faint drawing behind lettering, no more than 7 letters/numbers, and block letters.

Report

You will type out a 4-paragraph report that should be at least 1 page, but not longer than 2 pages.  Reports should be typed using the following formatting guidelines:

1. Font should be Arial, Times, or Comic Sans and exactly 12 points 

2. All text should be double-spaced.  

Please use the following headings (make sure you answer any questions that follow in that particular section) to help you organize your report.

1. History 

· When was it discovered?

· Who discovered it? (If found in antiquity, tell which tribe or nation was the first known to use the element).

· Where was it discovered and where in the world is it found (geographical location)?

· What is the origin of the name?

2. Facts
· Atomic Number, Atomic Mass?

· Number of electrons, protons, neutrons, and how you know this?

· What are some interesting facts you have read about your element?

3. Special Characteristics
· Melting point, boiling point, density, phase (solid, liquid, gas) at room temperature, color, appearance, texture, odor, hardness

4. Uses
· Is it found usually in a compound or in pure (elemental) form?

· Give the names of compounds in which it is found.

· Give its many uses, a minimum of three

· Give the economic importance of the element by explaining how the element is used.

· How would your life be different if this element was not available?  Give specific reasons and exact details.

Works Cited

Because this is a research project, you MUST give credit to the people who wrote the books/Web sites you used.  All sources you use to research your element should be recorded and presented on the last page of the report.  Please see the attached guidelines page on how you should do this.   You MUST use at least ONE book/encyclopedia and ONE Web site.  The more sources you use, the better your grade will be.

Artistic Rendition

As part of your presentation you should give visual representations of the element.  You can hand draw, find pictures from the computer or Internet, cut out pictures from magazines or newspapers to create your artistic rendition of how the element is used in the real world.  It should be 8.5 x 11 inches, and can be a collage, a formal-looking picture, or some other creative rendition that can be easily understood.

Works Cited Guidelines

Two or three authors

Welsch, Roger L., and Linda K. Welsch. Cather’s Kitchens: Foodways in 
Literature and Life.  Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 1987.

Unsigned article in a well-known encyclopedia

“Sodium.” The Encyclopedia Americana.  1994 ed.

Article in an encyclopedia

“Fresco Painting.”  Encyclopaedia Brittanica Online.  2002.  Encyclopaedia Brittanica.  8 May 

       2002 http://search.eb.com>.

World Wide Web

Give the author’s name (if known), the full title of the work in quotation marks, the title of the complete work if applicable in italics, the document date if known and if different from the date accessed, the full http address, and the date of your visit.

Example:

Burka, Lauren P.  “A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions.” The MUDex. 1993.  
http://www.apocalypse.org/pub/u/lpb/muddex/essay/ (5 Dec. 2006).


Element Web Sites

For help on your element report, check these out:

http://www.vanderkrogt.net/elements/
http://www.webelements.com
http://chem4kids.com
http://dayah.com/periodic/
