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Thesis Statement/Argument

· Well developed, sophisticated, explicitly addresses all parts of the question, and clearly focused, clear subcategories/topics

· Clear and adequate, explicitly addresses all parts of the question, and clear subcategories/topics

· Basic/lacks sophistication, but clear, vague subcategories/topics or misses part of the question

· Restates the question or Confused—doesn’t answer the questions; limited/missing/no subcategories/topics

· No thesis or provides an inappropriate response

Critical Thought

· Strong interpretation and analysis, sophisticated thought

· Accurate analysis but lacks complexity or enough depth of analysis

· Limited or superficial analysis, mostly descriptive-historical narrative

· Limited or confused understanding of the question, doesn’t address all parts of the question

· Shows a complete lack understanding

Evidence

· Abundant, appropriate dealing with all aspects of question, gives multiple examples

· Substantial, but inconsistent use of concrete details, deals with all parts of the question, fewer examples

· Used some factual information, argument lacks details and development, deals unevenly with parts of the question

· Superficial evidence or missing key supporting information, doesn’t address all parts of the question
· Little or no specific evidence

Error Level

· No errors or errors are insignificant

· May contain very minor errors

· Has some errors, but argument is still clear

· May contain major errors, or errors distract from argument

· Has substantial factual errors

· Has few/no facts to validate

Writing Style


Abbreviations
NWTHQA-Not what the questions asks
WW-Wrong Word
AWK-Awkward
SP-Spelling

TS-Topic Sentence
Conf-Confusing
Y-Why?
?-Huh?
Sophisticated writing


Clearly written


Acceptable writing


Awkwardly written








Some spelling errors


Spelling errors affect the quality of the essay


Grammar errors affect the quality of the essay	





Strong topic sentences


Clear topic sentences


Topic sentences do not relate back to the thesis/question


No Topic sentences





Needs transitional phrases between paragraphs


Needs transitional phrases within paragraphs





Well organized


Acceptable organization


Disorganized	


May be incomprehensible








Needs more specific names, dates events, etc…


Needs specific examples


Overall essay is too vague or general








