AP Chapter 13 Study Guide

Manifest Destiny & Road to Civil War


1. Explain the philosophy of "Manifest Destiny" first expressed by Democratic editor John L. O’Sullivan. How did the ideas of Manifest Destiny reflect certain racial attitudes prevalent in the country in the mid-19c? 

2. Why did the Mexican government initially allow American colonization of Texas?  What was the result of the Texas conflict?
3. What were the characteristics of western migration in the 1840s-1850s? 

4. What problems did settlers migrating westward during the antebellum period face?  How were these problems overcome? 

5. Who was James K. Polk's campaign catch the spirit of time?  What were the goals of President Polk?  How did he resolve the Oregon question? 

6. What tensions emerged in the Southwest that threatened to lead the United States into war with Mexico? How did American interest in California develop? 
7. On what grounds did President Polk ask Congress to declare war on Mexico?  On what grounds was Polk's call to war criticized?  

8. What problems faced President Zachary Taylor when he took office?  How did propose to solve them?  What actions did Congress take? 
9. Identify the candidates, the issues, and the results of the presidential election of 1852. 
10. How was it that Kansas became a battleground for the sectional controversy? Why was it called “Bleeding Kansas”?
11. What type of society did northerners wish to create?  How did the "free soil" ideology manifest itself in the Republican Party?  
12. What were the elements of the South's pro-slavery response?  Who were its major spokespersons? 

13. What effect did the Depression of 1857 have on political divisions in America?  How did it increase the tension between the North and South?
14. Why did the Lincoln-Douglas debates take place?  Why did they draw so much attention? How did the Lincoln-Douglas debates define the distinctions between the Democratic and Republican parties? 

15. What were the goals of John Brown's raid on the federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry, VA?  How did the South react to this event? 

16. Why is John Brown's raid considered to be a turning point in the South's road to secession? 

17. What caused the split between northern and southern Democrats in 1860?  What was the result of this division? 

18. What was the Republican Party platform in 1860?  To whom did it appeal most? 
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