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Learning Beyond the CLassroom
by Ryan Daily, Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations

More than 30 students had the opportunity to continue learning 
beyond Cristo Rey by attending multi-week programs this past 
summer. From academic enrichment at nearby universities to 
cultural immersions in countries across the globe, students made 
productive use of their short summer.

One student’s program fulfilled her childhood dream to visit 
Italy, and taught her how to be a young, independent woman. 
Marlene V., a rising senior, spent five weeks living with a host 
family in Italy as part of the AFS summer program. Her time 
abroad challenged Marlene to jump out of her “comfort zone” 
and “not rely on someone when [she] needed or wanted some- 
thing.” She quickly learned Italian and fell in love with the culture. 

Continued on page 7…
Marlene, a rising senior, spent her summer in Rome taking language classes in Italian and 
learning about their culture. As a part of the program, she traveled to Tuscany, Florence, 
Pisa, Lucca, and Vatican City.

students FLip over new teChnoLogy
by Brother Christopher Meyer, OFM, Director of Technology

British Literature teacher, Ms. Elizabeth LaBarge describes the 
sound as, “Tiny rain drops hitting a window,” but in fact it is the 
sound of students busily taking notes, responding to online ques- 
tions and quizzes, posting blog entries, and engaging one another 
through online discussions. This year Ms. LaBarge and Mr. Dennis 

Moller’s classrooms were equipped with thirty Microsoft Surface 
tablets sporting red, blue, and black keyboards.

Students in Mr. Moller’s American History course begin each class 
by picking up a tablet, signing in to their digital classroom, and 
responding to the previous evening’s video lecture and readings. 
In past years, Mr. Moller would spend much of the class time 
lecturing and reinforcing critical reading material and concepts. 
Now, according to him, “I am able to gauge where my students 
are at, and I can lead them where they need to be. If I talk with 
two groups who are having difficulty with question #1, I can pull 
the whole class together for a larger discussion.”

This form of teaching is commonly known as “flipping.” Flipping 
a classroom moves the lecture and input portion prior to the 
students’ arrival in the classroom. When students are in class, 
teachers are able to dig deep and “ask those bigger thinking ques- 
tions; those deeper questions.”

Continued on page 2…



dear Friends,

The fall athletic season is upon us. 
One of our most popular sports at 
Cristo Rey is soccer. Whether our 
students play or not, they love it. In 
the last few years, our young men and 
women have found remarkable success 
on the field. Since our boys’ team 
advanced to the Elite Eight of the 
state tournament last year, they have 

continued their winning ways by beating some local schools 
that have very respectable athletic programs, such as St. Joseph 
in Westchester and De La Salle in Chicago.

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, recently met with members of 
the Italian and Argentinian national soccer squads. He reminded 
the players that they are role models for many soccer fans and 
encouraged them to take that responsibility seriously. He asked 
them to foster the “beauty, generosity, and camaraderie” that 
athletics can produce. “Do your work in such a way that the 
sporting character is not lost. When teams go along this road, the 
stadium is enriched in a human way, violence disappears, that 
problem we all have, making violence disappear, and we will again 
see families in the stands.”

These words made me think of our students as a whole – our 
athletes and non-athletes. Our students live these words every 
day here in Pilsen. They accept their responsibility as role models. 
They actively foster beauty, generosity, and camaraderie at school, 
work, and in their community. I firmly believe that we see less 
violence in our community and more peace in the lives of fam- 
ilies in part because of the example of our students.

Pope Francis encouraged the players to “live your sport as a gift 
from God, an opportunity not only to improve your talents, 
but also a responsibility.” He concluded his remarks by asking 
the players to pray for him, too, “that in the playing field that 
the Lord has placed me, I can play the game honestly and coura- 
geously, for the good of all.”

I ask you the same; please continue to pray for our students 
that they see their experience at Cristo Rey as both a gift from 
God and also a responsibility to become men and women for 
others. And pray for those of us who offer them guidance and 
support, that we, too, do our jobs honestly and courageously, ad 
majorem Dei gloriam.

Go Cristeros!

Antonio Ortiz, President

new teChnoLogy… continued from page 1

Students in Ms. LaBarge’s British Literature class use tablets to access 
readings, make notations, and instantly look-up difficult words. Here 
they are responding to questions about the reading on the class blog.
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When asked if she likes using this new technology, Junior Dania R. 
responded excitedly that she now has resources at her fingertips. 
“I can quickly find the meaning of words that I do not know with- 
out feeling embarrassed.” Classmate Jacqueline J. adds that she 
feels that, “I am helping the planet by not printing all the class 
readings and assignments.” But class does not end when the 
bell sounds. Students are able to watch and listen to lectures as 
often as they need in order to fully understand – whether at 
school or elsewhere.

The I.T. staff introduces new technology that enhances the 
students’ experience and creates space where everyone – the 
extraverts and introverts – have an active voice and feel engaged. 
It is very exciting to see how effectively our teachers use tech- 
nology in their classrooms and how students participate. In the 
coming months, the I.T. department will introduce additional 
Microsoft Surface tablets and Apple iPads.

While the sound of rain drops fill Ms. LaBarge’s classroom, the 
forecast is bright and sunny for technology at Cristo Rey Jesuit 
High School. Experience our digital classroom website that was 
launched in fall 2013 at: http://www.cristeros.net.



3

seniors’ summer serviCe strengthens their Faith
by Liz Young, Service Coordinator

During the summer of 2013, sixteen Cristo Rey seniors and six 
faculty and staff members embarked on a journey of faith and 
self-discovery that carried them to the mountains of Appalachia 
and the urban plains of Missouri. They ventured outside their 
comfort zones both literally and figuratively, confronting com- 
plex social and environmental issues and embracing abilities they 
never knew existed.

One of the groups, made up of six students – Ailed, Ana F., Ana 
M., Daniela, Edgar and Vanessa – and two staff members – 
Lorena DeSantiago, Director of Alumni Relations and College Sup- 
port, and Germán Indacochea, a founding teacher and Director of 
Adult Faith Formation, visited Jerusalem Farm in Kansas City, 
Missouri. They spent a week living together in community. They 
prayed together, cooked their meals, and served the members 
of the community by helping with home repair projects. At the 
September 9th all-school assembly, this group shared with their 
peers the way their hearts and souls were transformed by their 
summer experience and reflected on service as a means of open- 
ing “doors of faith”:

This summer, for one week, our group had the privilege of being 
the first to go to Jerusalem Farm in Kansas City, Missouri. There 
our service consisted of mainly home repair, although, we also 
focused on hospitality by staying at home and either cooking or 
cleaning. Going on a service trip and doing these types of tasks 
may sound easy, but they definitely are not! We struggled incred- 
ibly. At certain points we even felt negative towards why we had 
chosen to go. Around the third day, however, our minds were 
blown. We began to see things much differently. We became 
more appreciative, which is something we tend to forget to do. 
This transformation occurred among the different types of serv- 
ice we were assigned to do, like simply digging a hole. Through 
those acts of service we witnessed smiles – smiles that filled our 
hearts with joy and goodness. Through those acts of service, we 
felt empowered and proactive. Through those acts of service, 
most importantly, we were brought closer into relationship with 
God. We realized that all of His creation was made for us. So 
we must go out, take care of it, and set the world on “fire” with 
our service. I’m sure through hearing this you can infer that our 
faith was strengthened; that is most certainly true. All because 
we chose to drive eight hours to do service, doors of faith opened. 
And that was only for a week! Imagine being there longer. The 
Jerusalem Farm group would like to leave you with a verse we 
would always sing throughout the day so you all feel illuminated 
to offer yourselves through service. Here it goes: “Let your mercy 
be on us O God, as we place our trust in You!”

Two high school volunteers,  
one from St. Ignatius in San 
Francisco and Edgar, a senior  
from Cristo Rey, are relaxing  
with two of the youngest  
members of the community.  
Below is a photo of the Cristo  
Rey group and a group from  
St. Ignatius in San Francisco.  
These high school students  
and their chaperones spent a  
week living and working  
together at Jerusalem Farm  
serving those in need.
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Freshmen Learn to make a good First impression
by Nerissa Bona, Coordinator, Corporate Work Study Program

For students awaiting their 
freshman year of high school, a 
summer to-do list often includes 
going to the beach, playing 
sports, family trips, and relaxing. 
For 151 Cristo Rey freshmen, 
two weeks of professional coach- 
ing in the Summer Business 
Training program was on the list 
as well.

All Cristo Rey students are part of a job-share team, which helps 
them earn nearly 70% of their college-prep education. These entry- 
level jobs are provided by over 130 businesses in the Chicagoland 
community. All students must go through the training program 
before they start at Cristo Rey.

Bridging the knowledge and experience gap for 14-year-olds head- 
ing into the corporate world can be a daunting task. Melanie V., 
a senior working at Aon, remembers being nervous in telephone 
training as a freshman, “I had never answered a phone call in a 
professional manner before, so that was very challenging for me.”

For Kevin R., a freshman at CME Group, training was exciting. 
“It means learning how to work at a ‘real place’ from people with 
a lot of experience,” he said. “I want to learn so many things and 
be able to have a good career in the future.”

A major key to the success of summer training is the group  
of volunteers instructing students in areas such as MS Office, 
teambuilding, communication, business etiquette, and ethics. 
One volunteer was Melissa Medel, an HR coordinator at Grant 
Thornton LLP, a partner of the CWSP for six years. “We always 
seek ways to mentor and develop young people who will be the 
basis of our future existence, and Cristo Rey has some of the 
brightest and most talented young individuals,” said Medel. “We 
continue to work with these students because they exhibit a 
great work ethic on a daily basis.”

Medel, who taught the first impressions workshop, saw returns 
on her volunteering as soon as the school year began. “I was able 
to see the individuals apply my teachings on their first day at 
our organization, and overall I was very impressed with the first 
impression that they conveyed to me.”

To learn more about the Cristo Rey Work Study Program or spon- 
soring student workers, visit http://www.cristorey.net/cwsp/

overview.html.

During two separate weeks  
in the summer, rising freshmen 
participate in 40 hours of 
workshops to prepare to enter 
Cristo Rey. The workshops 
cover topics such as communi- 
cations, workplace technology, 
customer service, Spanish and 
note taking.

Each morning, all 151 freshmen gathered in the cafeteria for prayer, announcements, attendance 
and dress code check. They will do check-in every workday for the next four years.
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aLumni Corner
To follow is a reflection by Isabel Gonzalez, class of 2009. She is a recipient of the GOLF scholarship 
that was established at Cristo Rey to help college students pay for their books. Isabel is currently 
looking for a job in the Milwaukee area, but is serving as a un-paid Marketing Communications 
intern with the Cristo Rey Milwaukee Feasibility Study. According to her, this is her chance to give 
back to Cristo Rey for what was given to her. Here is her story, in her own words…

On May 19, 2013, I went from being a young, first-generation 
girl from Cicero, Illinois, to a college graduate from Marquette 
University. Walking that stage, accepting my diploma, seeing 
the looks and tears on my parents’ faces, I knew this was it. This 
was the moment we had all been waiting for and had been dream- 
ing of for so long. My parents’ sacrifice had finally paid off at 
that special moment. That diploma was not just mine; it was 
my family’s as well. All our hard work, all our sacrifices, all our 
dreams instantly came true in that simple moment of victory in 
the Gonzalez family.

This journey began late one evening when my family and I were 
looking for an address. My mother stopped by Cristo Rey Jesuit 
High School to ask for directions. She came out with a folder 
which contained an application. Even though I applied late, I 
was accepted.

Throughout Cristo Rey, I made sure to join several organizations, 
in particular the Ambassadors, Student Council, National Honors 
Society, and lots more. By senior year, I knew I wanted to get 
into a great college. Marquette University was my first choice. In 
late April of 2009, I got a phone call from my college counselor 
saying that I had been accepted to Marquette University and 
was a recipient of the full-tuition Urban Scholarship! Then I got 
a letter from Cristo Rey stating that I had received the GOLF 
Scholarship, which would be used to pay off my books during 
college. Great news for me and my family!

I was very involved at Marquette. I participated in the Comm- 
UNITY Program, studied abroad in Puebla, Mexico, became the 

first Program Assistant to the coordinator of the Urban Scholars 
Program, and in my junior year, along with my friend, Alex, 
joined Marquette Radio. We had our own radio show for two 
hours a week, called OYE!, which means “listen.” We played 
diverse music and had listeners in Milwaukee, Chicago and even 
in South Carolina!

The last month of my senior year, the Assistant Dean of the 
College of Communications asked me to give the Invocation 
Speech at graduation. Being Hispanic and a first-generation 
daughter, I never dreamt of having such an impact at Marquette 
that I would give a speech in front of my graduating class and 
my parents.

Thanks to the scholarships I received, my family’s dream and 
my dream came true. It’s true what they say, NEVER, EVER 
give up on your dreams and goals. Your struggles only make you 
stronger. I am a proud, first-generation student who graduated 
from Marquette University thanks to the support of donors and 
the love of my family. Si se puede, always!

aLumni reunion is Largest to-date
by Lorena De Santiago, Director of College Retention and Alumni Relations

On September 27th, we hosted the members of the classes of 2002 and 2003 for their 10  
and 11 year reunions. This was the largest gathering for any reunion to-date with more than  
40 alums and their guests. They were excited to see how Cristo Rey has changed and grown. 
They reminisced about taking classes in the former roller rink. The building that houses our 
gym, library and cafeteria was under construction in their final years here.

It was so exciting to hear about all that they have accomplished. Among those present, we  
had lawyers, nurses, teachers, social workers, parents, business owners, and so much more.  
We are hoping to get them more involved with Cristo Rey moving forward.



6

Foursome Kelly Simon  
Hondru, Stella Boyle,  

Sandi Simon, and  
Kathy Hunt enjoy a drink  

after a round of golf. 

Colleen Collins and Luca  
Pasqualini, both of GE Capital, 
celebrating a great shot!

Student Ambassadors were  
on hand throughout the  
day to help guests. They 

participate in various events 
throughout the year to share  

the mission of our school.

Cristo Rey President Tony Ortiz and Golf Co-Chair Finley Brown 
with Billy Savino, trader, and Tom O’Brien, CEO of Insurance 
Auto Auctions, our lunch sponsor.

goLF For Cristo rey
by Meghan Gebhardt, Director of Special Events 

The 11th Annual Golf for Cristo Rey presented by Wintrust 
Commercial Bank took place on Monday, August 5th at the Glen 
View Club and North Shore Country Club. The weather held 
out as we brought together 125 golfers to socialize and compete 
while raising more than $90,000 for the student scholarship fund. 

Throughout the day, golfers were able to talk with student ambas- 
sadors who helped out in various ways. The outing concluded 
with cocktails and dinner at the Glen View Club, at which one 
of our juniors, Sandra M., spoke to those gathered. As a member 
of the Drama Club, the National Honor Society and coach of 
the Debate Team, Sandra was at home at the microphone. Her 
speech, about her parents’ struggles to provide a quality educa- 
tion for their children, truly touched a number of attendees, and 
she was given a standing ovation! 

We are grateful for all of the planning and work that our Golf 
Co-Chairs, Brian Collins and Finley Brown, and other members 
of our Golf Committee, Dan Harvey, Connor Martin and Dan 
Pierce, put into helping to organize the event. They and other 
members of the school’s Leadership Advisory Council help make 
this event such a success every year!

Our golf outing is a great summer event, and we hope to see  
it grow. For information on sponsoring or attending next year’s 
event, please email MGebhardt@cristorey.net.
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CaLendar oF events

october
 12  playing for peace – Cristo Rey hosts Notre Dame 

Men’s Lacrosse Team and undergrads at Pilsen 
Community Field for a morning of Lacrosse 
scrimmage, clinics and an afternoon of community 
service, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

 14 Closed for Columbus day

 16 misa de la raza, all-school Mass, 10:45 a.m.

 17 Board of directors meeting, 4:00 p.m.

 24 Cwsp partner Luncheon, 12:00 p.m.

november
 1 all saints day mass, 10:45 a.m.

 15  Career day for sophomores,  
organized by Leadership Advisory Council,  
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

 20 misa de Cristo rey, all-school Mass, 10:45 a.m.

 28-29 Closed for thanksgiving holiday

december
 12  our Lady of guadalupe mass and reception,  

7:00 a.m.

 13 Board of directors meeting, 7:30 a.m.

 17-20 assessment week

 23  Closed for Christmas Break,  
(December 23 - January 3)

January
 2 staff returns

 6 school resumes

All events are at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School  
unless otherwise indicated.

Another rising senior, Leopoldo Z., discovered a lot about him- 
self through summer immersions. Leo visited Japan for six weeks 
both this summer and last, and he has developed a strong affinity 
for Asian food, culture and history. According to Leo, “It was 
such a great learning experience for me, and it made me realize 
who I was and what I want to do for a living now.” After return- 
ing from shadowing students in a Japanese school, Leo and his 
family welcomed a Japanese foreign exchange student for the 
first time to Cristo Rey in September.

Cristo Rey students who stayed in the Chicago area also had life- 
changing experiences. Jesus M. decided to continue studying into 
the summer by enrolling in a Computer Programming course at 
Illinois Institute of Technology, a local Chicago university known 
worldwide for its engineering, architecture, science and tech- 
nology programs. Jesus learned about basic programming, math 
in computers, and how to design robotic devices. According to 
Jesus, “Going to this program made me consider the field of com- 
puter science even more. The class was definitely challenging, 
but I managed to end up with an A.” Students like Jesus use 
opportunities in the summer to explore their academic talents 
and interests, helping to better define what they want to pursue 
once they graduate from Cristo Rey.

Summer programs provide our students with an opportunity to 
expand their horizons and give them a chance to learn in a new 
educational environment and culture, facing new challenges. And 
our students bring a part of their own culture to a new place 
outside of Chicago’s near Southwest side.

Learning Beyond… continued from page 1

Leopoldo with fellow AFS Japan program participants dressed in 
traditional Japanese attire as part of the cultural immersion experience.

editor: Elizabeth J. White, Director of Development

If you would like to receive an electronic version of this  
newsletter and other Cristo Rey communications, visit  
www.cristorey.net to sign-up.
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Welcome to Cristo Rey Jesuit High 

School’s newsletter, Las Obras.

In English, las obras means “the works” 

as in collected works, i.e. the works of 

Shakespeare, the works of Christ, the 

works of Cristo Rey. We thought it a 

fitting title to share the news about the 

“school that works.”

Here you will find stories written by 

our faculty, staff, students and alumni. 

Together we will share with you the 

great works that we are doing in the 

classroom, the community, Chicago 

and beyond.
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