Cheating/Copyright Policy

Contract

After reading the following information, both the student and his/her parent(s) and /or guardian(s) should sign this contract. 

Plagiarism, in its simplest and most extreme form, involves putting your own name on someone else’s work.  Plagiarism can take several forms:   

· Failure to give credit to another source for facts, opinions or quotations. 

· Use of someone else’s words without quotation marks and/or documentation. 

· Use of someone else’s ideas without citing the source. 

Academic cheating can take several forms including, but not limited to 

· Forging a signature or initials on any document. 

· Claiming credit for work you did not actually accomplish
To avoid plagiarism and/or cheating, you should 

· Always give credit for any information taken from another source even when you use your own wording to explain a borrowed idea. 

· Always use quotation marks with and cite the source of another writer’s exact words. 

· Always write in your own style. 

· Always do your own work and claim credit only for work you actually accomplished.

Never allow other people to do any part of your work or falsify the extent or thoroughness of tasks completed. 

Penalties for plagiarism can be severe and will include loss of credit for a portion of or for the entire assignment/paper, and will also include disciplinary action.  Unintentional plagiarism or cheating is still cheating and it is your responsibility to be aware of and follow the rules. 

Our signatures below indicate that we understand the policy and consequences regarding plagiarism and cheating. 

In addition, I, the student, do declare that all work pertaining to the work in and out of class will be my own and that I will neither give nor receive unauthorized help with any part of my assignments. 

Student Name (printed):  












Student Signature:  







  Date  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  










Clarification on the Use of SparkNotes
(or any other online source of information)

This post was pulled from a Yahoo! chat session from 2008:
Is using SparkNotes cheating?

Not copy and pasting, but to help you write a book summary after you have read the book.

Is that considered cheating?

Best Answer
I wouldn't use it to help you write. There's too much of a danger in plagiarism -- whether accidentally or on purpose.

If you are having trouble understanding a particular text, what I've found useful, and even recommended upon occasion, is read the summary of each chapter FIRST. Then read the book chapter. It will help you keep things in order as you go.

However, your teachers KNOW what's in Sparknotes. Many of them will look at them and be sure there are enough questions on the test NOT in sparknotes so that you can't get a good grade unless you've read the book! They are also tending more and more to assign books for which there ARE no sparknotes!

So, the short answer is -- there is no short answer! Use them to HELP you understand a confusing text, but use your brain to draw your own conclusions on what you have read!

Another Answer:

And an FYI, it isn't a very good idea to use SparkNotes too much... I've seen a lot of teachers that'll go to SparkNotes and for the questions on tests will make them from whatever isn't on SparkNotes.

Another Answer:

As long as you don't plagiarize it's not cheating. May be looked down upon by teachers since Sparknotes is just other peoples interpretations on the book which you should be able to do on your own if you read the book but if there's something you don't understand in a chapter or something feel free to use it.
Final Note:  Please do not use SparkNotes or any other form of Internet sources to complete your work—not even to write a plot summary.  EVERYTHING must be in your own words—your voice.

