COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
RELIGION
Bible I (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - The involvement of God in the life of the individual is the emphasis of this
class. First semester begins with a look at the Bible as the source of our beliefs and practices and continues to
examine evidence from the Old Testament that God can be trusted. The second semester looks at the life of
Christ as the clearest evidence of God’s desire to be a part of our lives.
Bible II (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - This course focuses upon the impact Christ has upon His family as a whole

lenges facing the Christian church from the time of Christ to the present will be the focus second semester.
From this study we will look for evidence of God’s desire for His church family today.
Bible III (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - Junior Bible or Bible Doctrines focuses on the beliefs held by the Seventhday Adventist Church and will examine how each of these doctrines relate to the person of Jesus Christ and
His will for us. Special attention will be given to events just prior to the Second Coming and the opportunity of
sharing the Good News of His coming with others.
Bible IV (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - An introduction to moral philosophy that emphasizes the importance of a
tion of a Christian value system is studied. Units on friendships, dating, marriage and family focus on assisting
students in establishing a Christian philosophy of bonding.
ESL – Introduction to the Bible (2 Semester, 1 Credit) - A course designed to introduce students to Christianity to non native English speakers. The class will cover the basic tenants of the Christian faith and the unique beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. This will be done through inductive Bible study as well as discussions,
which will allow students the opportunity to explore different world views and how they compare to Christianity.
The class will also analyze Christian philosophy and culture in the modern era as it relates to Christianity.
MATHEMATICS
Algebra I (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) —All entering students will take a math placement test to determine their
class level. Algebra I is a study of the processes involved in the solution of problems of algebraic methods.
Study is given to positive and negative numbers, equations, factors, graphs, and quadratics. This course supplies
the foundation necessary for further study in mathematics and science.
Geometry (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - A study of the principles of Euclidian geometry. The techniques of deductive reasoning will be used in the designing of acceptable proofs and constructions. Units on analytic geometry
Algebra II (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - A review of topics from Algebra I and further study of quadratic equations
and functions, linear and quadratic systems, graphs and introduction to functions, exponents and logarithms, elementary analytic geometry and trigonometry.
Pre-Calculus (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - This course is designed to prepare students for Calculus. Topics covered are trigonometry, vectors, matrices and determinants, polar graphs, sequences, series, limits, exponential
mission from instructor.
SCIENCE
Physical Science (1 semester, .5 Credit)
hension will be addressed to assist students in furthering their science education.
Biology (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - This course is a general look at Biology with emphasis on the study of plant
and animal cells, genetics, invertebrates, and vertebrates. It emphasizes understanding of biological principles
and procedures. (Required for graduation)
Chemistry (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - A study of atomic structure and how it relates to the physical properties
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and characteristics of the elements. Chemical composition and reactions are studied as well as the chemistry of
solids, liquids, gases, acids, and bases. Plasmas, fusion and nuclear chemistry are introduced. Lab work is reAnatomy & Physiology (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) – This is a two-semester course that covers the basic structure
and function of the human body using a systems approach. Major topics covered include the endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic, respiratory, digestive, urinary, and reproductive systems along with immunity, metabolism,
experimental demonstration of concepts covered in class. Dissection of preserved animal specimens is required.
-

structor.
Physics (2 Semesters, 1 Credit)
mechanics, heat, sound, light, electricity, magnetism and atomic-nuclear physics. This course is intended to
meet the needs of a student who may be required to take an introductory course in college physics. Field experi“C” in Algebra II or permission from instructor.
tions, express themselves in writing, do mathematical calculations and keep a course notebook

direc-

COMMUNICATION SKILLS
English I (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - This course offers an introduction to literary forms in reading — short

preciation for good literature and increase vocabulary and reading comprehension. The class includes extensive
writing practice with special emphasis on the essay.
English II (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - Sophomore English integrates a chronological overview of American literature with continued emphasis on research and writing skills, especially essays and poetry. Some oral presentations required.
English III (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - This course offers a survey of British literature and continued honing of
writing and presentation skills. Special emphasis is placed on developing test-taking skills in the areas of reading, writing and vocabulary. Students also develop a writing portfolio for use in college applications.
Interested students may take the AP exam in language in addition to this class.
Speech (1 Semester, .5 Credit) - Students will analyze the purpose and audience of an oral presentation. They
will study how to gather information in a logical organization of ideas for public presentation. Students will perform oral presentations in front of the class demonstrating the various techniques studied.
English IV (1 Semester, .5 Credit)
tion. The second quarter focuses on cultural literacy. We will survey the writing of several major civilizations
and read modern writers from many cultures. Practice on in-class essays will be emphasized. Class meets one
semester. Interested students may take the AP exam in literature in addition to this class.
College Writing (1 Semester, .5 Credit) - Senior students will work on improving and expanding their writing skills through various writing projects throughout the semester. This course is designed to prepare students
for writing at the college level, and emphasizes academic essay writing, the research writing process and paper
production. Students give oral presentations of their written work in this course as well. Interested students may
take the AP Language & Composition Exam at the end of the year to earn college credit.
SOCIAL STUDIES
U.S. History & Government (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - This course focuses on major periods, events, and
people that shaped America. It covers the period of time from 1300 to present. It provides an enlarged base
for comparison and evaluation with major emphasis on American democracy, natural unity, and the role of the
United States in world affairs.
World Geography (1 Semester, .5 Credit) - World Geography class is a study of our world with an emphasis
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North America, and then the remainder of the Western Hemisphere before moving to the remaining continents
and regions of our planet. The course culminates with a special project.
World History (2 semesters, 1 credit) - World History class is an overview of the history of our planet from
the beginning of time to the present. It will challenge the students to understand the dynamics of global interactions among nations and regions. These dynamics include competing beliefs and goals, methods of engagement,
issues have politic, economic, social, historic, and geographic components.
Civics (1 Semester, .5 Credit) -. This course will provide a comprehensive background for the understanding of
United States citizenship and the foundations and operation of the federal, state and local government organizations and procedures, with special emphasis on the rights and responsibilities of Washington citizens. Students
will apply this understanding to current event topics relevant to our nation and election issues. They will be able
to analyze and interpret data relevant to government and politics, and be able to critically analyze relevant theories and concepts, apply them appropriately, and develop connections throughout this course. This course will
emphasize civic participation by the students.
History through Film & Literature (1 semester, .5 credit) – History as viewed through the cultural mediums
in society. Mini units with selected themes will be offered and evaluated.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Spanish I (2 Semesters, 1 Credit)
language and learning to speak it through the study of grammar and vocabulary. The class also attempts to build
a better understanding of the customs, language and peoples of the Hispanic world.
Spanish II (2 Semesters, 1 Credit) - The second year of the language seeks to expand the student’s knowledge
of grammar and vocabulary so that they may communicate and understand the language on are more advanced
level. Writing and reading the language is also emphasized as well as an appreciation of and exposure to the
Hispanic culture. Students must maintain a grade of at least 70% or above for the class to meet the college preEnglish as a Second Language (ESL) (.5 Credit per Semester) - ESL is an introductory class for students
tests, will be required to be enrolled in ESL until satisfactory skills are acquired and a minimum TOEFL score
communicate subject concepts. An extra fee is charged for ESL class. This class includes cultural awareness and
students will have mandatory activities outside of school hours.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education I/II (3 Semesters total, 1.5 credits) - Team and individual sports are covered. Fitness testing is done twice a year. Participation, cooperation and sportsmanship are emphasized. Advanced strategy and
skill is stressed.
Health – (1 semester, .5 credit) TBA
Varsity Sports (.25 Credit each sport) - This course involves the strenuous conditioning, advanced skill and
strategy development, practice time and game involvement required for membership on academy varsity teams.
Extra fee; permission from instructor.
OCCUPATIONAL
Computer Applications (2 Semesters, .5 Credit) - Introduces students to other business applications of comusing Excel,databases through Access, combining applications, creating presentations in Power Point, and using
the Internet. History of computers and computer ethics are also covered.
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FINE ARTS
Art (.25 credit/semester)
semester is devoted to drawing techniques. The second semester is devoted to acrylic painting. Throughout the
year artists and art styles will be researched, including some written assignments. Grading is based on individuBand (.25 Credit/Semester)
Varied styles of secular and religious music may be performed at schools, churches, and special events. An audition is required. Each student must sign a contract communicating their commitment. Participation is required at
all performances. Students may not drop during the semester. Students must maintain a grade of “C” or higher
to remain in band.
Choir (.25 Credit/Semester) - A general singing group open to interested students. All aspects of proper vocal technique are emphasized, particularly those dealing with group singing. The choir may perform at local
churches, service clubs, and other special events. Participation is required at all performances. Students may not
drop during the semester. Students must maintain a grade of “C” or higher to remain in choir.
COMMUNITY SERVICE (1 Credit per year = 25 hours) – All students are required to complete personal
mission trip counts for up to 12 hours.
WORK EXPERIENCE (.5 Credit/Semester) – Limited work experience is available. Students enrolled in the
STUDY SKILLS (.25 credit/quarter) - Students will learn how to improve their study habits through the use
of organizational skills, discovering their learning style, and other techniques useful for having a successful high
school experience. This is a major part of the orientation day for Freshmen. These required techniques are incorporated into all Freshmen courses at the beginning of the year.
CORRESPONDENCE/DISTANT LEARNING CLASSES - Puget Sound Adventist Academy has partnered

school registrar.
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