Key Terms for AP style essays
analyze:  determine the nature and relationship of component parts; to break down 


into parts

assess: judge the value or character of something; appraise; evaluate.

compare: examine for the purpose of noting similarities and difference.

contrast: examine in order to show dissimilarities or points of difference.

describe: give an account of; tell about; a word picture.

discuss: talk over or write about; consider or examine by argument, or from various points of views; debate; pros and cons of an argument.
evaluate: give the positive points and the negative points; appraise, an opinion regarding the value of.
explain: make clear of plain; make known in detail, tell the meaning of, make clear the cause or reason of.

Other key terms
determine: to settle or decide by choice of alternatives or possibilities; to limit in extent or scope.

hypothesize: to make a hypothesis; a tentative assumption made in order to test its logical consequences.

illustrate: to enlighten; to make clear by giving or by serving as an example or instance.

investigate: to observe or study by close examination and systematic inquiry.

justify: to prove or show to be right or reasonable.

plausible: superficially fair, reasonable; superficially persuasive.

thesis: a declarative statement which states what will be proven in the essay through the use of supporting data; the main, controlling idea.
