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U.S. History Extra Credit Assignment

The movie industry has capitalized on the endless wealth of fascinating stories that history has to offer.  Sometimes they seem like fiction until you realize they are usually based on true events of the past.  Some of these films would be great for the classroom (and some not so much( ) but we hardly have enough time to cover the standards that exist in the time allotted.  For this reason, I am allowing you the option of viewing one of these films and becoming a movie critic with a historian’s perspective.  Please choose a movie you haven’t seen yet and keep an open mind about its content (remember, the production of movies is an art form with bias and someone else’s perspective). 
1.    View a movie based on a historical event or character from the Colonial Period to today.  While the movie may be an adaptation or dramatization of history, it should be reasonably based on historical events.   

2.     Write a 1 ½ to 2- page (2X-spaced) synopsis (summary) of the movie, including the names of major characters, how they interact, and how the people and events are portrayed as historically significant.  Also,

a. Evaluate any biases or viewpoints of the filmmaker.  Some attitudes change over time, knowing when the movie was made will provide clues.

b. Include a bibliographical reference:  Movie title, year released, country of origin

Also include some of these aspects if possible:

· How historically accurate was the movie?  What aspects were embellished (blown up or out of proportion) in order to make the movie more interesting or entertaining?  (you might have to do a little research to figure this out)

· What did this film teach you about the event / time period? What were your reactions to the movie?
· Be sure to include its rating and appropriateness at this age level.

· Is the movie factually correct?  If the movie is a fictionalized account of historical events, is it true to the spirit of the times it portrays?

· When the movie strays from historical fact (most do, because of time constraints and the need to entertain), does it remain true to the spirit of historical fact?

The assignment must be typed and double-spaced.  

It must be completed by the last day of class – the final exam day.  

It is worth 20 points of Extra Credit.

Use the following list of movies to choose from.  Remember, some of these are R-rated and your parents must be notified (asked) if you choose one of them. If you know of another movie that’s not on this list, please let me know first.  

WWII & The Holocaust:
Flags of Our Fathers (R)
Letters Home From Iwo Jima (R)
The Boat (Das Boot) (R)

Boy in the Striped Pajamas (PG-13)

The Pianist (R)

Out of the Ashes (R)

Life is Beautiful (PG-13)

Saving Private Ryan (R)

A Thin Red Line (R)

Red Tails (PG-13)

Schindler’s List (R)

Escape from Sobibor (PG)

30 Seconds Over Tokyo (PG)

Tora, Tora, Tora (PG)

A Bridge Too Far (PG)

Patton (PG)

Bridge on the River Kwai (PG?)

The Thin Red Line (R)

The Final Countdown (PG)

It Happened Here

Jacob the Liar

Days of Glory

The Bridge 

The Desert Fox

Cold War & “WWIII”:

13 Days

Reds

World War III

War Games (PG)

The Day After (PG-13 I think – this is not “The Day After Tomorrow”- that’s a diff. movie)
Fail-Safe (PG)

The Peacemaker  (R) – not recommended for this assignment but entertaining

Seven Days in May (PG)

The War Game (PG?) 

Testament (PG?)

Hunt for Red October (PG)

Night and Fog (?)

Dr. Strangelove

The Right Stuff (R)

Taking Woodstock (R) – NC-17 really

Vietnam

Born on the 4th of July (R)

Good Morning Vietnam (R)

The Killing Fields (R)

Platoon (R) very graphic – not recommended

Uncommon Valor (R)

We Were Soldiers (R)

The Deer Hunter (R)

Apocalypse Now (R)

Full Metal Jacket (R) – very graphic – not recommended

A Bright Shining Lie (R)

Coming Home (R)

Faith of my Fathers (PG-13)
Across the Universe (R)
Korean War

The Brotherhood of War (R)

Civil Rights
Mississippi Burning (R)
The Help (PG-13)

Remember the Titans (PG)

Hairspray (PG-13)

The Long Walk Home

To Kill a Mockingbird

Ghosts of Mississippi

Milk
Malcolm X

Gandhi (PG)
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Civil War:

Cold Mountain

Gods and Generals

Andersonville

Gettysburg

Glory

Misc.
The Patriot (R) – Revolutionary War
War Horse (PG-13) - WWI

North Country (R) – Women’s Rights / Equality.

The Color Purple (PG-13) – Great Depression / Race Relations / Women’s Rights
The Last of the Mohicans (R) – Native American Studies / Fr. & Indian War / Colonial America

Gone With the Wind (PG) – Great Depression

All the President’s Men – Watergate

Easy Rider - Counterculture

Good Night and Good Luck - McCarthyism

Battle of Britain – the RAF –v- Hitler’s Luftwaffe
Cross of Iron – German army on the Russian Front

Cry the Beloved Country – Apartheid in S. Africa

Conspiracy – How the “Final Solution” came into being

Stalin - The life of Josef Stalin as portrayed by Robert Duval

The Great Escape - POWs escape from the Germans in WWII

I'm sure there are many others!

Just ask me before you choose your own!
