Chapters 16-18 Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence. Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean on the lines provided.

1. "But as I make the laws here, I can also break them. With impunity, Mr Marx," he added.

2. "Nice tame animals, anyhow," the Controller murmured parenthetically.

3. The deep voice thrillingly vibrated: the gesticulating hand implied all space and the onrush of the irresistible machine.

4. But you've got to stick to one set of postulates.

5. . . . pointed their luminous fingers . . . solemnly towards the plumbless mysteries of heaven.

6. It was as though, stumbling upon himself from the outside, he had suddenly caught himself out, taken himself flagrantly at fault.

7. Noiseless on his pneumatic shoes, the man came up behind him.

8. "I beg your pardon," said the reporter, with genuine compunction.

Part II: Determining the Meaning Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.


1. impunity 


A. emitting light; enlightened


2. parenthetically 

B. filled with air


3. gesticulating 

C. exemption from punishment


4. postulates 


D. regret; remorse


5. luminous 


E. bodily movement particularly for emphasis


6. flagrantly 


F. in a big way; obviously; conspicuously


7. pneumatic 


G. as if in parenthesis; aside


8. compunction 

H. things take for granted without proof necessary

