AP Art History – Final Study Guide Pt. 2
Free-Response Questions-- Preparing for the Long Essay Questions
This part of the exam allows a student to demonstrate his or her ability to analyze the relationship between a work of art and the historical context in which it was created. Identification or attribution is sometimes required. Most questions, however, focus on the student’s ability to apply knowledge to the analysis of known and unknown works of art and documents. Student essays that are organized, thorough, and that answer the question clearly and directly will earn the highest scores. Student essays that simply describe a work of art, list the characteristics evident in an image, and/or do not answer the question asked will earn lower scores. The very best essays respond to the question with the particular kind of analysis of the work(s) of art asked for in the question: historical, contextual, functional, cultural, social, religious, political, or visual. The best answers articulate fully the relationship between the work of art and its time and place in history.

Learning to frame a written argument that relates how AND why works of art communicate visual meanings is an important component of the AP Art History course. A student who cannot identify an image precisely but who can articulate clearly the relationship between the work of art and its function, meaning, and context is likely to earn a higher score than a student who can identify the image precisely but cannot articulate its relationship to function, meaning, and context. On the other hand,

personal opinions that attempt to evaluate the relative excellence of works of art (as in good, better, and best) should be avoided.  Examples of student essays with further discussions may be found on AP Central. Go to the AP Art History Course Home Page and click on “AP Art History Exam Information” to see free-response questions and sample essays from recent years.
Beginning in 2010, the order of the free-response questions will be as follows: Questions 1 and 2 will be 30-minute essay questions. Question 1will require students to incorporate in their response at least one example of art beyond the European tradition. Questions 3 through 9 will be 5- or 10-minute essay questions based on color images and/or text.
Long Essay Questions

The two 30-minute essays comprise about 25 percent of the student’s grade. The questions are designed to address significant art historical problems, including contextual, stylistic, chronological, and patronage issues. Students must select and fully identify specific works of art as evidence in their essays.

Because contextual issues such as politics, class, religion, patronage, audience, gender, function, and ethnicity cannot be ascertained about prehistoric art, prehistoric examples are not appropriate for these essays. Beginning with the 2010 exam, prehistoric examples such as the Woman of Willendorf, the Caves of Lascaux, and Stonehenge will not be accepted as appropriate examples. A student’s choice of works is critical to a complete and satisfactory essay. The examples must be appropriate to the student’s argument. As in all good art historical writing, the works themselves must drive the argument of the essay. 
One of the 30-minute essay questions requires students to incorporate at least one example of art beyond the European tradition into their essays. Ancient Egypt and the ancient Near East are fully covered in the multiple-choice questions in Section I and the short essay questions in Section II of the exam. The intent of this essay question is to draw from areas such as Africa (beyond ancient Egypt), the Americas, Asia, Islamic cultures, and Oceania.
Themes and topics for the long essay questions have included, but are not limited to, the following:
• The human body in art
• Objects related to religious ritual
• Narrative in art
• Sacred spaces (religious architecture and sites)
• How art (including architecture) conveys power and authority
Assignment (5 points each)

For each theme above select two works (one outside the European tradition) and give a brief (3-4 sentences) overview of how you would address the works and relate them to the theme. You should, therefore, give an overview of ten different works.
