Reading Questions
Albert Camus, The Stranger
Part 2
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· What has happened to Meursault between Parts 1 and 2? 

· Why does Meursault think his case is "pretty simple"? 

· What does the lawyer question Meursault about? 

· Did Meursault love his mother? 

· How does Meursault explain to the lawyer how his "physical needs" relate to his "feelings"? 

· Why does Meursault think that the lawyer is upset with him? 

· Meursault makes this statement about the lawyer: "He didn't understand me, and he was sort of holding it against me. I felt the urge to reassure him that I was like everybody else, just like everybody else." What is significant about this statement? 

· What does the magistrate want from Meursault? 

· At first, what does the magistrate want to do for Meursault? 

· Why does the magistrate pull out a crucifix and begin talking about God? 

· According to Meursault, what was the one part of his confession that the magistrate did not understand? 

· Does Meursault believe in God? 

· How does the magistrate respond when Meursault answers the previous question? 

· What does the magistrate think of Meursault when he doesn't cry at the sight of Christ's suffering? 

· What idea can Meursault simply not get used to? 

· Is Meursault sorry for what he did? 

· In the months after Meursault's first encounter with the magistrate, how do their meetings proceed? 

· What does the magistrate call Meursault? 
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· What "starts" after Marie's first and last visit? 

· Why do Marie and Meursault have a hard time communicating during her visit? 

· What are the things that Meursault "never liked to talk about"? 

· How do the thoughts of a "free man" differ from those of a prisoner? 

· What idea (or maxim) of Meursault's mother does he frequently reflect upon in prison? 

· How does Meursault learn to kill time (in the present)? 

· Meursault says that the days "ended up flowing into one another. They lost their names." What does he mean? 

· What does Meursault remember the nurse at his mother's funeral saying to him? 
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· How does Meursault describe the jury? 

· Meursault describes himself at the trial as "being odd man out, a kind of intruder." What does he mean? 

· Why is there such a crowd for Meursault's trial? 

· Who does Meursault recognize in "the shapeless mass of spectators"? 

· At several points during the trial, Meursault confesses to the reader that he was getting irritated. When? Why? 

· What does the director of the home testify about Meursault's behavior at his mother's funeral? 

· Why does Meursault suddenly have the urge to cry now? 

· When does Meursault realize that for the first time he was guilty? 

· What picture of Meursault emerges from the testimony of his friends? 

· What does Meursault realize as he is being taken back to prison during that time of day "a long time ago, I was perfectly content." 
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· According to Meursault, how do the closing speeches of his lawyer and the prosecutor differ? 

· What is the "blinding clarity of the facts" of which the prosecutor speaks? 

· The prosecutor judges Meursault to be "intelligent;" why does this become a damning accusation? 

· According to Meursault, why does he not feel remorse for what he's done? 

· Why does the prosecutor think that Meursault does not have a soul? 

· What other crime does the prosecutor suggest that Meursault has committed? 

· What punishment does the prosecutor ask for? 

· What does Meursault say was the reason for the murder? What is the audience's response? 

· What does Meursault find himself thinking about (and listening to) while his lawyer goes on and on? 

· What is it that Meursault says "seized me by the throat" making him only want to return to his cell to sleep? 

· Why does Meursault lie to his attorney about how grand his speech was? 

· Why can Meursault not look at Marie? 

· How long did the jury deliberate? 

· What is the verdict? The punishment? 
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· Meursault discovers that now he only cares about one thing. What is it? 

· What is the "machinery" of which Meursault speaks? 

· What is the story about his father which Meursault remembers his mother telling him? 

· Why does he now understand what before only disgusted him? 

· What new laws does Meursault imagine would give some hope to the condemned? 

· What misconceptions about the guillotine does Meursault recognize? From the condemned man's perspective, what are the "problems" with the guillotine? 

· How does Meursault now spend his nights? 

· In considering his appeal, Meursault reflects on the inevitability of death. What is his argument that leads to his acceptance of the rejection of his appeal? 

· Why does the thought of a pardon bring Meursault "delirious joy" when he has already recognized that "since we're all going to die, it's obvious that when and how don't matter"? 

· Why does Meursault refuse to see the chaplain? 

· How does the chaplain respond? What does he ask Meursault? 

· What kind of (other) life does Meursault confess to having wanted? 

· Why does Meursault become angry with the chaplain? 

· Reflect on Meursault's verbal assault on the chaplain. What is the essence of the message he is conveying? How does the chaplain respond? 

· What is "the gentle indifference of the world"? 

· What is Meursault's happiness? 

