World History Research Paper 
MUST BE TURNED IN TO TURNITIN.COM TO RECEIVE CREDIT.
· Each student in World History will complete a formal research paper for the course on a topic of your choice (from the themes offered by Mr. Haefner) that reflects the World experience after World War II- this project is an individual one and should not be completed with a partner or group

· Length: 4-6 pages – typed, double-spaced, 12 font (title page and works cited page are not included in this number) or 1250 word minimum.
· Sources: A minimum of five sources of information (sources can include but are not limited to magazines, newspaper articles, books, internet, interviews, etc.)

· Due dates for the research paper should be strictly adhered to – late work will be severely penalized and failure to complete the research paper will seriously jeopardize the chances of receiving a passing grade for World History.
For this assignment to receive full credit, the research paper must also include the following items:

· Title Page: Must include title of paper, student’s name, due date, teacher’s name

· Outline/ Cluster: The formal outline is a blueprint for your paper- should reflect the main ideas tied to your thesis

· Works Cited Page: A list of the sources used to complete the research paper

· Rough Draft: The first attempt at the written paper – should be typed (can be handwritten as long as the writing is legible) – the rough draft will be edited by one of your peers

· Note cards: A minimum of twenty-five note cards (3x5) must be submitted with your research paper – these note cards should reflect notes (and quotes) taken from the articles that you used as research

**** 
For a more detailed explanation of each of these items, please see the attached pages

Due Date:____
Research Paper Guidelines

First Step – Select A Topic (
· Select a topic – one that interests you and one for which you can find enough information to fulfill the 3-5 page requirement.
· If you are having difficulty selecting a topic, please ask your teacher for suggestions- do not wait until the last minute!

· Submit the topic to your teacher in case changes need to be made or more than one person chooses the topic. Please include (should be 5-7 sentences…)

· Topic Subject

· 2-3 key ideas you want to look into

· 3-5 OI- based on topic (people, events, dates)

· If you do not give me your ideas, I can not respond back with ideas of my own and your paper will stall before it begins

Second Step – Research

· You must research at least five sources of information for your research paper on your chosen topic.  We will go to the library and finds sources for your information.  (Have a way to save your websites and information found at the library.)
· Sources can include, but are not limited to newspapers, magazines, books, internet, interviews, etc. – all sources must be photocopied or transcribed, so that you can refer back to them as needed.  We will be doing research in class, so you need to have your information with you everyday.
· The following information must be available for each source – if you do not have the information, you cannot use the source:

· The article/book’s title

· The name of the author/authors

· Magazine, newspaper, or book’s title

· Date of publication

· Page numbers

· Section number (newspaper)

· Internet address (website)

Local Libraries

· Hawthorne Library, 12700 Grevillea Ave. (679-8193)

· Wiseburn Library, 5335 W. 135th (643-8880)

· El Segundo Library 111 W. Mariposa Ave. (322-4121)

· Lawndale Library, 14615 Burin Ave. (676-0177)

· Carson Main Library, 151 E. Carson (830-0901)

· Torrance Civic Center Library, 3301 W. Torrance (618-5959)

· Lennox Library, 4359 Lennox Blvd. (674-0385)

Third Step – Works Cited Page   
· A list of sources must be compiled – these are sources that you quote , paraphrase, and get information from to write your paper

· Copy the important information (so that someone else could find the resource) onto a note card (3x5) – one note card for each source

· This information will be used to create your “Works Cited” page – see below for examples of the formats of sources:

Book:


Name of author, author’s initials. (Date of Publication). Book Title. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Journal, Newspaper, and Magazine Articles:


Last name of author, author’s initials. (Date of publication – including month and day if any). Title of article.  Title of Journal/Magazine, volume number (issue number – if any), page(s).

Internet:


Last name of author, author’s initials. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal/Magazine, volume number (issue number – if any), page(s). Date retrieved from which subscription database: website

· Also remember:

· Use at least one note card for each source – include all sources used in the paper (at least five)

· When you finish, organize the note cards alphabetically by last name – use this to create the “Works Cited” page of your final paper

· Center and title the “Works Cited” page – double spaced, 12 font

· Indent the first sentence for each source – use the entire line

Fourth Step – Preliminary Reading

· Read the sources you selected to get a basic idea of the subject – this is your chance to get rid of useless info. or to do more research to find better info.

· This step is key – you need to get a basic understanding of your topic to plan you’re paper – read and re-read!!

· Highlight important information – you will transfer this info. to notecards (important info. includes facts, dates, names, places, events)

Fifth Step – Notecards

· Take notes from your sources and put them on 3x5 cards – minimum of 25 cards
· First, number the sources – each time you use source #1, put the number in the upper right hand corner of the note card

· Second, write the page number of the source along the right side of the card – when you go to a new page, write the new page number on the right side

· Third, write a title that corresponds to a main topic in your outline at the top of the card – this will help you organize the cards when you write the rough draft

· When you take notes, summarize important information.  Change the wording – DO NOT PLAGERIZE (Copy)!!  Plagiarism will lead to a failing grade.  You are allowed to summarize i you give the author credit on the works cited page – keep the facts, dates, names, events, and details, but do not copy the exact wording.

· If you copy sentences word for word, you must put them in quotation marks.  Follow a quote with a parenthetic note that contains the source author’s last name and page (Williams 121)

· Quote each source at least once – fit the quotations smoothly into your paper.

Fifth Step – Thesis Statement

· The next step is to create a thesis statement for your research paper – it must be able to carry a 3-5 page paper (make sure it is not too broad or too narrow)

· The thesis statement is critical because it tells the reader what the topic is, what the purpose is, and what your viewpoint is
· Remember – never use the pronouns “I, we, me, us, my, mine, you, or your”

Sixth Step- Introductory Paragraph

· This paragraph introduces the general topic to the reader and should end with your thesis statement

· The introductory paragraph should be between three and five sentences (ending with the thesis statement)

· Save specific facts for the body of the paper – do not use in the first paragraph

Eighth Step – Outline
· The outline is a blueprint for the research paper.  Review your sources and the information that you highlighted and find five or more main ideas to write about that are related to your thesis.  Each idea will become a major topic on the outline and will become a paragraph in the paper.

· Create a formal outline with Roman numerals (I, II, III, IV, V), capital letters, (A, B, C, D, E), and Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3) to show the order, relationship, and relative importance of ideas as you are organizing your paper.

· Write out main ideas as phrases (complete sentences are not necessary)

· As you type this page, remember:

· The title, “Outline,” should be centered at the top of the page

· Subtitles, “Title, Introduction, Body, and Conclusion” should be included

· Create a short, meaningful title for your research paper

· Write your thesis under the subtitle section “Introduction”

· Must have at least five main topics in the “Body” (I, II, III, IV, V)

· Must have at least two subtopics under each main topic (A and B)

· Conclusion should restate the thesis in some way

Ninth Step – Rough Draft

· The rough draft can be handwritten (legibly) or typed – should be 12 font, double spaced, and have standard margins

· The first page is your title page, which includes the title of your paper, student’s name, due date, and teacher’s name (illustrations, decorations are optional)

· The second page is your outline – follow step seven

· Pages three through ten contain your written paper.  This section should begin with the introductory paragraph, address the main topics on the outline with each following paragraph, and end with a concluding paragraph

· The last page is the “Works Cited” page – follow step three

Tenth Step – Editing

· Find a friend or teacher to help you edit your rough draft – this should be seen as constructive criticism (do not take it personally)

· Make sure that:

· Thesis is appropriate for the paper

· Main topics support the thesis

· Sources are not plagerized and are cited correctly

· Conclusion supports the thesis

· Finally, remember to check for grammatical errors, spelling errors, capitalization, punctuation, etc.

Eleventh Step – Final Draft

Due Tuesday June 17 (-1 grade everyday late) 
Value 10% of Final Grade + Steps
· Final draft should reflect changes made after editing the rough draft – it should reflect your best work

· Submit all of your work (rough draft and note cards too) when you turn in your research paper – the final grade will take all of your hard work and effort into account

MUST BE TURNED IN TO TURNITIN.COM TO RECEIVE CREDIT.
